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Detective Kristopher McRae was award the law 
enforcement officer of the second quarter of 2013 
for his outstanding work in handling his own case-
load while assisting other detectives and serving as 
a field training officer for new detectives.  He 
made property recovery a priority and shared his 
interviewing skills with other members to help 
obtain confessions.  He was cited as leading by 
example.   
 
In another example of his dedication, on Labor 
Day 2013, Det. McRae was off duty at home when 
he heard a gunshot fired in the area of his neigh-
bor’s house. He called 911 to report the shooting 
to the North Port Police Department. 
 
When the situation appeared to be escalating, he 
quickly put on his protective vest, grabbed his 
firearm and ran toward the disturbance.  He met 
someone who said that a man had just shot his own 
adult son. He saw the armed man walking in the 
area, confronted him and secured the man’s gun.  
 
Det. McRae learned the gunshot victim was in some 
nearby woods.  He located the man, who was 
bleeding from stomach wounds.  When the man 
ran away and jumped into a canal, Det. McRae 
followed him and eventually pulled him back onto 
land.  During this time, he maintained contact with 
NPPD, keeping them apprised of  the situation.  
 
Det. McRae’s courageous actions during this inci-
dent prevented innocent citizens from becoming 
potential victims and assisted in resolving this vio-
lent situation.  His actions bring credit to himself, his 
agency and to fellow law enforcement officers.   
 

When the Bureau of Detention began initiating a 
new Jail Management Software, then CDFC Brent 
Watson was named as a subject matter expert for 
Housing and Operational software designs. He 

attended numerous meetings in which he provided 
detailed instruction to the software company on, 
not only ways to accomplish mandatory tasks, but 
also suggestions for upgrades that the designers 
were able to utilize in other jails nationwide.  
 
Unfortunately, during the process, CDFC Watson 
required unexpected surgery.  He demonstrated 
the utmost dedication to the project, when only a 
few days after surgery he returned to work on 
light duty to help continue with the programming.  
He completed training for all staff on the use of 
the program, completed detailed software re-
writes, and even assisted his Lieutenant in creating 
reports used to provide billing for Support Ser-
vices and mandatory reporting for Administrative 
Services.  

 
CDFC Watson was commended by Del Sherman, 
the IT Director at the time, as well as the software 
company for his professionalism and considerable 
contributions that made him instrumental to the 
success of the program.  

On Saturday, January 26, 2013, Legal Process 
Server Erica Peters was off-duty, driving her own 
vehicle, returning home from an outing with her 
daughter.  While driving on Veterans Blvd., she 
saw a vehicle crash involving a motorcycle and a 
car.  A man was lying on the ground, pinned un-
derneath his motorcycle.  Peters stopped her vehi-
cle, secured her small child and began to render 
aid.   

Other witnesses lifted the motorcycle off of the 
rider, and Erica performed CPR on the man for 
several minutes until EMS arrived and took over.    
Erica Peters is to be commended for her actions.  

On October 7, 2013 at about 8pm CDFC John 
Mills was approached at his home by his neighbor. 
She stated that her son was inside her home 
breaking items. She also said that she was scared 
and her son might have a gun.  
 
Mills told his wife to call 911and he stayed outside 
to wait for law enforcement. When the neighbor’s 
son saw CDFC Mills standing outside the home he 
headed towards him. CDFC Mills saw that the man 
had blood on him, and knowing he might have a 
firearm, CDFC Mills drew his weapon to prevent 
anyone from being injured and ordered him to the 
ground, handcuffed him and waited until respond-
ing units arrived on the scene.  
 
Once the responding unit arrived, the man was 
taken to the hospital then transported to CSU.  
 
CDFC John Mills did a great job responding to his 
neighbor’s call for help. His actions of taking a 
stand to aid a member of our community at the risk 
of putting his own life in danger reflects the motto 
of the agency, “Integrity, Professionalism and 
Trust.”  

2013 4th Quarter Awards Luncheon Held February 7 

LEO of the Year 2013 
DFC Kristopher McRae 

Corrections of the Year 2013 
CPL Brent Watson 

Civilian of the Year 2013 
Erica Peters 

CO of the 4th Quarter 
CDFC John Mills 

Civilian of the 4th Quarter 
Shelly Walden 
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Want to receive the CCSO Star News 
by email?   

 
Send your request with your email 

address to:  debbie.bowe@ccso.org 
 

We will add you to the distribution 
list! 

When a man called in because his wife was in 
labor, Dispatcher Shelly Walden immediately 
began giving Emergency Medical Instructions for 
him to follow.  The man told her it was a high risk 
pregnancy and an early delivery.   
 
Dispatcher Walden remained calm, providing pre-
arrival instructions, such as instructing the caller to 
get dry towels or a blanket to wrap the baby in, 
string or shoelace and a safety pin as per EMD 
protocol 24.  The caller followed all directions 
given and Dispatcher Walden continued to update 
CAD for the EMS personnel enroute.  The man 
advised that the baby was crowning and emerg-
ing.  The baby was delivered at 08:48:41 and 
was in the man’s arms crying when EMS arrived.   
 
EMS advised that both the baby boy and the 
mother were doing well; emergency personnel at 
Peace River immediately transported the infant to 
the Neonatal Intensive Care Unit due to the early 
delivery.  Dispatcher Walden is to be commended 
for her handling of this situation. 

On October 8, 2013, three subjects unlawfully 
entered a residence occupied by a woman and her 
two week old child.  The suspects fled on foot and 
into the woods after the victim saw them.  
 
K-9 and Aviation responded and conducted a 
search with negative results.  Several CCSO patrol 
and CID units responded along with other agen-
cies, to include FWC, FHP, and DOC to assist with 
the area search for the subjects.   
      
During the course of this search, Volunteer 
McConnell responded to the area to provide assis-
tance.  A short time later, he observed a man who 
matched the BOLO description walking west on Oil 
Well Road.  Volunteer McConnell continued to 
observe and report the location of the man and 
directed CID and road patrol units to him.  The 
questioning and apprehension of the above suspect 
lead to the successful arrest of all three perpetra-
tors involved in this case.    
 
McConnell was a Police Officer in New Orleans, 
Louisiana in the 60’s and 70’s and he utilized those 
same skills and experiences to assist with directing 
units to this apprehension.  His dedication to duty 

and due diligence he was able to successfully 
locate the above suspect that lead to the successful 
closure of this case.    

On October 15, 2013, CPL Thomas Christensen 
and DFC Kevin Montgomery were getting ready to 
head to Fort Myers for a class when they heard an 
emergency call on the radio of a traffic crash 
involving injuries at I-75 north bound ramp. DFC 
Montgomery advised dispatch of his location and 
was informed by the on duty sergeant to respond 
to render first aid until EMS and other units could 
arrive.  
 
Upon arrival CPL Christensen immediately went to 
the nearest vehicle, finding a person with possible 
neck injuries already being assisted by an off duty 
nurse. DFC Montgomery went to the other vehicle 
and determined that there was another person with 
possible neck injuries. While Montgomery began to 
gather information of possible witnesses, CPL Chris-
tensen contacted Central Dispatch and advised 
them of the number of persons injured and the 
possible type of injuries. After relaying this infor-
mation CPL Christensen assisted with traffic control.  
 
CPL Christensen and DFC Montgomery are com-
mended for doing an outstanding job assisting with 
this incident, even though they both were off duty.   

On Oct 29, 2013 Deputies James Dragon and 
Richard Carley were dispatched to an unrespon-
sive woman at an Englewood address. When they 
arrived, DFC Carley quickly assessed the situation 
and determined that the woman was not breathing 
and did not have a pulse.  He immediately began 
CPR.   
 
DFC Dragon arrived with an AED and assisted in its 
use. The unit advised no shock, so both Deputies 
continued CPR until Rescue arrived and relieved 
them.  
 
Due to these deputies’ quick actions, the woman 
was able to be stabilized until she could get ad-

vanced medical care.  She was later transferred to 
another facility for further care.   
 

On Oct 12, 2013, CD Brock Garlick and CDFC 

William Garlick responded to a cell due to an 

inmate banging on the cell’s window. When they 

arrived they saw that the inmate had tied the 

laundry bag string around his neck. A Medical 

Emergency was called and they entered the cell to 

try to remove the string from around the inmate’s 

neck. It was tied so tight that they could not get it 

loose.   

Cpl. Sledzinski responded to the unit and saw that 

the inmate was turning purple. He also was unable 

to untie the string. CDFC Farias responded with a 

rope cutting tool.  Because the string was tied so 

tightly, CDFC Garlick had to place his finger be-

tween the inmate’s neck and the string so that CPL 

Sledzinski could cut it loose without causing further 

injury to the inmate. The inmate fell forward and 

immediately began gasping for air.  

All members involved were quick to respond, 

worked as team, and remained calm and profes-

sional during the incident. Their quick thinking and 

teamwork saved the inmate’s life. 

On Nov 5, 2013, CDFC 
John Scott was assigned 
as the Housing Officer for 
D-1 pod.  While conduct-
ing shave night, an inmate 
came to get his razor and 
calmly informed CD Scott 
that his cell mate might try 
to hurt himself.  He then 
informed him that the 
inmate was at that mo-
ment trying to hang him-
self.   
 
CD Scott immediately ran to the cell and found the 
inmate with one end of a sheet tied tightly around 
his neck and the other end tied around the end of 
the upper bunk.  The inmate was sitting down and 
appeared to be unconscious.  CD Scott tried to 
remove the sheet from around his neck, but there 
was too much tension.  He called Control for a 
medical emergency and was able to lift the inmate 
up enough to untie the knot from around the bunk.  
He was able to remove the sheet from around the 

Volunteer of the 4th Quarter 
James McConnell 

Special Recognition  
CPL Thomas Christensen 
DFC Kevin Montgomery 

Life Saver Award 
DFC Richard Carley 
DFC James Dragon 

Life Saver Award 
CPL Robert Sledzinski 
CDFC William Garlick 
CDFC Monica Farias 

CD Brock Garlick 

Life Saver Award 
CDFC John Scott 
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Next edition: February 28 

THE CHAPLAIN’S CORNER 

Valentine’s Day Message 
 
Many journeys into the future begin with the 
words “I love you”. They are the portal into a life 
of relationship, perhaps children, shared joy and 
shared struggle.  
 
As we approach the annual celebration of a 
holiday known as St. Valentine’s Day, we focus on 
those words. We will see them over and over in 
commercials, on greeting cards and boxes of 
candy. They focus on one kind of love, a love 
called “eros.” Eros or Cupid were gods of love in 
the pagan world, and it is from that name that we 
get the word erotic.  
 
There are other kinds of love that are not gener-
ally elaborated on. These are phile which means 
love of brother (Philadelphia, city of brotherly 
love); Narcissism meaning love of self; and agape 
love which outshine all other loves.  
 
Agape calls us to put the love of God, and the 
love of all others before the need to be loved by 
others. In other words it is a selfless love. It is a 
sacrificial love. In other types of love as we invest 
that love we generally expect a return of that 
love. St. Paul in 1st Corinthians 13:4-7 states that 
“love is patient, love is kind, love is not envious or 
boastful or arrogant or rude. It does not insist on 
its own way; it is not resentful….it does not rejoice 
in wrongdoing but in truth. It bears all things, 
believes all things, hopes for all things, endures all 
things.” Sounds like the ideal job description for 
public servants. 
 

As servants of the public we are called to em-

brace the aspects of agape love. Our duties are 

of the nature that we are called to give sacrificial 

love. We may not love or even like the person we 

work with or the citizen whom we are called to 

serve, but our commitment to our oath as a serv-

ant call us to serve in the realm of agape love.  

The word agape also translates into the word 

caritas which later translated into the English word 

charity. Our better selves always call us to chari-

ty. Charity does begin at home as love does, but 

it’s not real if it stays there. 

Jim McConnell 
Chaplain 

February 14, 2014 
inmate’s neck and lifted his arms into the air.  A 
few seconds later the inmate began to breathe on 
his own. 
 
CDFC Scott’s quick response saved the inmate’s life. 
CDFC Scott was unable to attend the awards lunch-
eon.  He will receive his presentation at a later 
date. 

During 2013, CDFC Monica Farias was assigned to 
work in the intake area to receive a new arrestee. 
The standard operating procedure is to ask the 
arrestee if they have any drugs or weapons on 
them with the usual response of ‘no’ and then to 
conduct a pat-down search of the person.  
 
On five occasions during last year, CDFC Farias 
located illegal drugs that the person was trying to 
conceal.  
 
During one specific incident on Sep. 15, she noticed 
a female was very nervous.  When CDFC Farias 
asked the female to remove her hair weave, she 
said it was glued on and couldn’t come off.  CDFC 
Farias took a flashlight and inspected her head 
and felt lumps.  CDFC Farias then parted the hair 
and saw a clear bag with a green substance 
tucked and attached to her weave.  The weave 
was removed from her head and three bags were 
discovered.  The bags contacted cocaine and can-
nabis.   
 
CDFC Farias’ attention to her duties prevented 
major contraband from coming into the Charlotte 
County Jail on these occasions. 
 

During each of the quarterly awards luncheons 
each year, those attending have paid for their 
lunch, with the proceeds above the cost of the meal 
designated for donation to the Florida Sheriffs 
Youth Ranch.  As a result of the luncheons and other 
fund-raising events held during the year, Sheriff 
Bill Prummell was able to present Bill Frye, the 

Executive  Vice President of the Florida Sheriffs 
Youth Ranches, a check for $2,363.17.  Sheriff 
Prummell also presented him with a second check 
from the Law Enforcement Trust Fund in the amount 
of $2,500.  Mr. Frye expressed his gratitude to all 
those who helped make the donations possible. 
 

On Monday February 10, Roger Griswold from 
the Florida Sheriffs Risk Management Fund 
(FSRMF) presented Sheriff Bill Prummell with an 
award for having “Outstanding Improvement in 
Fleet Safety and Loss Control.”  The award cov-
ered the time period of October 1, 2012 to Sep-
tember 30, 2013. 
 
In September 2013, the Sheriff’s Office was 
awarded the FSRMF Loss Control Annual Safety 
Award for 2013 for “Excellence in Risk Manage-
ment and Loss Control.” 

Special Recognition  
CDFC Monica Farias 

Sheriffs Youth Ranch Donation 

Risk Management Award 

CCSO Participates in Homeless 
Point in Time Count 

CCSO’s Community Policing Officers participated in a recent Point in Time Count of the homeless in Charlotte 
County.  According to the Gulf Coast Partnership website, “The Gulf Coast Partnership and Homeless Coali-
tion wish to thank everyone that participated in the 2014 Charlotte County Homeless Point in Time Count – we 
have great community partners! We will be compiling the count data for the next 30 days before reporting 
to our community, DCF State Office on Homelessness, and the Dept. of HUD.” 
 
Pictured above, from left to right: Rich Redamocker (Community Supporter), Sue Richardson (Jewish Family & 
Children Services), DFC Joe Fiorini (CCSO District 2), Gerry Daughtry (Homeless Coalition Resource Naviga-
tor), DFC Bill Miller (CCSO District 4), DFC Dan Cotton (CCSO District 1), DFC Ken Hill (CCSO District 3), 
Michaelle Hammond (Jewish Family & Children Services), and David Justiniano (AmeriCorps 10 Yr. Plan Coor-
dinator).  Not pictured but attended: Dr. Thomas Glaza (Tri County Counseling), Michelle Van Vranken 
(Feverwise), Carolyn Jacoby (Veterans Administration). 
 
Information and photograph provided by and used with the permission of the Gulf Coast Partnership. 


