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Employees and Volunteers Recognized with Awards 

DFC Keith DePersia is being recognized as the Law 
Enforcement Member of the year for a multitude 
of reasons.  When he is on day shift, his traffic 
activity outshines most others and when on nights 
he is actively searching for subjects who are out 
and about.  As a result, DFC DePersia has 
completed 126 Field Interviews.  
 
One such field interview was in February.  DFC 
DePersia FI’ed three juveniles and found that one 
of the boys was in possession of a bicycle that had 
been stolen during a burglary.  As a result of this 
FI, CID was able to solve over a dozen residential 
burglaries in the District 1 area.   
 
In March, DFC DePersia responded to an occupied 
burglary in progress.  When he arrived he was 
able to quickly apprehend the subject on the 
victim’s patio.  He didn’t stop with just the arrest; 
the next day he went back to follow up with the 
victim to ensure she was okay. 
 
In July, in the midst of a rash of marine thefts, DFC 
DePersia learned of a traffic stop conducted by 
another member of the agency. He learned that 
the other officer had seen a YETI Cooler in the 
back seat of the car.  He knew that YETI Coolers 
were among the items being targeted in the 
marine thefts, so he took the information to CID.  
Because of DFC DePresia’s keen attention to 
detail, CID was able to make several arrests and 
clear 17 cases.   
 
DFC DePersia has created several District 
initiatives which have helped lower the crime rate 
and number of crashes in the District 1 area.  He 
continues to set an example for others. 

CD Michael Burnette is currently assigned to the 
Bureau of Detention as a Housing Deputy.  He 
serves as a CERT team member and has been 
utilized to train other members on the restraint 
chair and restraint bed during the D-squad 
briefings. During 2014, CD Burnette has received 
several commendations and accolades from his 
supervisors.  

 
CD Burnette received a Special Recognition Award 
during the first quarter of 2014 for his role in 
providing assistance to an elderly man at a Chick-
Fil-A in Lee County.   The man was having medical 
issues and, according to a citizen who wrote about 
the incident, CD Burnette “stepped up to help when 
no one else would.”   

 
In September, CD Burnette was on his way home 
when he came upon a pedestrian who had been 
hit by a vehicle that had left the scene.  He 
checked the victim for any vital signs, but found 
none.  While he was at the scene, two separate 
men approached CD Burnette to tell him they had 
information concerning the traffic crash.  CD 
Burnette provided both men with instructions on 
what to do until other units could arrive.  He stayed 
on the scene and assisted deputies and FHP with 
traffic control and by getting driver’s license and 
tag information from the two men he had talked 
to.   

 
CD Burnette is a team player both in the jail and 
outside in the community. CD Burnette sets a 
positive example for his peers and infuses the 
agency’s core values of integrity, professionalism 
and trust into all aspects of his life.   

In 2004, a Charlotte County Sheriff’s Office 
tradition began as deputies from the Sheriff’s 
Office partnered with the Wal-Mart Super Center 
in Murdock to provide a $100 gift card for 
holiday shopping to select area students.  The 
students were paired with deputies who helped 
them purchase Christmas gifts.  This is our “Shop 
with a Cop” program which still continues today 
and is stronger than ever.  It has been 
administered by one person, Dale Phillips. 
 
From that first event, “Shop with a Cop” has 
expanded to all four Wal-Mart stores in Charlotte 
County and now includes law enforcement officers 
from the Sheriff’s Office, the Punta Gorda Police 
Department, Department of Corrections and the 
Fish and Wildlife Commission.  It has also grown 
from just a few children to over 200 children this 
year. 
 
In marking the 10 year anniversary for this 
program, this year’s “Shop with a Cop” event 
started at the Wal-Mart in Murdock where it all 
began.  For 10 years Dale has administered and 
coordinated this program with the utmost 
professionalism, but more importantly with the 
needs of the children being her Number 1 priority. 
 
Dale is to be commended for a job extremely well 
done.  Congratulations on being the Civilian 
Member of the Year 2014.  
 

LEO of the Year 2014 
DFC Keith DePersia 

CO of the Year 2014 
CD Michael Burnette 

Civilian of the Year 2014 
Dale Phillips 

On Friday February 6, the Sheriff’s Office held its Quarterly Awards Luncheon 
at the Charlotte Harbor Yacht Club.  During the luncheon, Sheriff Bill Prummell 
recognized members from various areas of the agency for their outstanding 
performances during the last quarter of 2014.  The Sheriff also recognized the 
employees who were selected as being the Law Enforcement Officer, 
Corrections Officer and Civilian of the entire year.   

The following Monday, February 9, Sheriff Prummell held the annual Volunteer 
Awards Luncheon at the Yacht Club.  At that time he recognized several of the 
many CCSO volunteers who give of their time to help the agency and their 
communities.   
 
Photos and summaries for both awards luncheons continue on the next pages. 

Continued on Page 2 
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DFC Joey Shaw is often the subject of praise from 
his supervisors for his positive attitude and 
professional demeanor, but his professionalism has 
also been recognized by the community as 
evidenced by his most recent commendation.   
Earlier this month the Internal Affairs Unit received 
the following communication from a citizen 
concerning DFC Shaw:   
 
“On 11-20-2014, Deputy Joe Shaw stopped me 
for going, “a little too fast”, on Highway 17..... I 
just want to commend Deputy Sheriff Joe Shaw for 
his professionalism during this traffic stop... His 
officer safety was excellent along with his ability to 
interact with the public. He is a credit to the law 
enforcement community, and your agency.     
Thank you Deputy Shaw for professionalism and 
dedication....and bringing my heavy foot to my 
attention.” 
  
Deputy Shaw illustrates what we as an agency 
strive to portray to the community we serve every 
day.  His actions are the embodiment of integrity, 
professionalism, and trust. 

On December, 28, 2014, CDFC Barry Amole, was 
on duty in C-1 Housing Unit.  While he was 
assisting with the morning medication pass with the 
nurse, he noticed that a white wrapper fell out of 
the pants leg of one of the inmates.   
CDFC Amole took immediate custody of the 
wrapper which was later found to contain a green 
leafy substance inside a clear baggie.  A road 
patrol unit responded and found that the 
substance tested positive for marijuana.  The items 
were turned over to road patrol and additional 
charges were added to the inmate. 
 
Due to CDFC Amole’s observation and quick 

action, illegal drugs were seized and removed 
from the Jail.  CDFC Amole’s action in this incident 
are commendable and why he is being recognizes 
at the Detention Member of the Quarter.  

Captain Sherman Robinson 
read the reason why Frank 
Mackall was selected as 
Civilian Member of the 4th 
Quarter, starting out by 
saying that Frank has 
worked so hard that when 
he asked to take a day 
off, and it happened to be 
the day of the awards, 
CPT Robinson couldn’t turn 
him down. 
 
The recent retirement of Lead Mechanic Ernie Hill 
and Warrant Officer Roger Jernigan left the 
Aviation Unit without immediate on-site leadership. 
Frank Mackall stepped forward and assumed that 
role.  Frank was the sole mechanic for a 6 month 
period from July through December 2014.  Frank 
assumed the duties left by the vacancies of these 
two men.  He was involved in major purchases, 
budget expenditures, scheduling, and assisting the 
Marine Unit on several occasions with repairs.  He 
maintained aircraft and became the 1033 and 
LESO programs inventory liaison, while continuing 
to do his own job.   Frank stepped forward and 
assumed these duties and responsibilities without 
being asked.  This type of “can do” attitude and 
mission focus is second nature to Frank and sets an 
example for all to follow.   

In 2009, DFC Michael Maschmeier was asked to 
take over the duties of videographer for CCSO. 
He took a sparsely equipment room and over the 
next 6 years turned it into a highly functional and 
very impressive visual arts and effects studio.  
Over the years, he has used his talents in that 
studio to produce videos for use in many places in 
the Sheriff’s Office. 
 
In December DFC Maschmeier helped put the 
Charlotte County Sheriff’s Office on the national, 
if not the international, stage with his production of 
the 2014 CCSO Christmas video. This video was 
placed on several social media platforms and 

quickly became a very popular video, getting 
more than 54,000 views on Facebook and more 
than 9,000 views on YouTube.  We received 
comments from many parts of the country from 
people who were able to see that agency 
members, including the Sheriff, can have fun and 
celebrate the holidays like everyone else. 
 
This is just one of many MGM (Michael Gene 
Maschmeier) productions.  But DFC Maschmeier 
retires next month with 35 years in law 
enforcement.  His departure will leave a huge 
void, but we wish him well with his current plan of 
taking advantage of Saturdays that will occur 
almost every day and to be a more accessible 
husband and dad for his family.   
 

On October 23, 2014 while at BP Gas Station, 
CD Schwocho witnessed an elderly woman fall 
and hit her head on the pavement and then lying 
motionless on the ground. He quickly got out of his 
vehicle and rendered aid. He asked several 
questions to the injured woman to see if she was 
still conscious. As he checked for injuries, he 
noticed a deep laceration on the back of her 
head. The laceration was bleeding profusely and 
with his hand he tried to stop the bleeding. The 
elderly woman’s daughter was there at the time 
and called 911. As she was calling 911, Lt. Kilby 
who was off duty arrived and helped render aid 
until EMS arrived. CD Schwocho and Lt Kilby 
should be commended for their actions. 

On November 2, 2014 Operator Melissa Simon 
was off duty and shopping in the Town Center 
Mall with her daughter.  While having lunch at the 
food court Melissa’s daughter noticed that a 

LEO Member of 4th Quarter 
DFC Joey Shaw 

CO Member of 4th Quarter 
CDFC Barry Amole 

Civilian Member of 4th Quarter 
Frank Mackall 

Special Recognition 
DFC Michael Maschmeier 

Special Recognition 
CD Alan Schwocho 

LT Melissa Kilby 

Life Saver Award 
Melissa Simon 

Continued on Page 3 
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young girl sitting behind them was choking.  The 
mother had attempted the Heimlich maneuver 
without success and was frantically screaming for 
help. The young girl was struggling to breathe and 
had fallen to the ground. Although nervous, Melissa 
allowed her training in Emergency Medical 
Dispatch (pre-arrival instructions) and abdominal 
thrusts to take over.  Melissa performed the 
abdominal thrusts and on the second thrust the 
child’s airway was clear and she was breathing 
normally.  The mother was in tears as she thanked 
Melissa for her quick action.  Melissa was able to 
apply her knowledge and skills and should be 
commended in this life saving situation.   

On October 2, Deputy James Mills and Deputy 
Steven Sella responded to the El Jobean pier in 
reference to an alleged drowning. As units were 
responding to the area updates were coming in 
about the victim. A witness on a private boat 
called in and stated that they would meet deputies 
next to the bridge to take them out to where the 
victim was. Deputies James Mills and Steven Sella 
immediately met the boat and boarded the vessel. 
Upon arrival with the victim, both deputies were 
able to bring the victim on board the larger vessel. 
The victim was unresponsive and both deputies 
immediately began to administer CPR and 
lifesaving steps. Both deputies responded in the 
larger vessel to the Tarpon Bay Condo's to await 
the arrival of EMS units, while still administering 
CPR. Upon arrival EMS took over and the victim 
was transported to the hospital. Although the victim 
passed away days later, their efforts afforded the 
family an opportunity to say their goodbyes.  

SGT William Gorman was presented with the 
traditional flag and case during the awards lunch 
for his 30 years of dedicated service with the  

FSA Youth Ranch  
Donation 

On Monday February 9, the Sheriff’s Office 
honored its many volunteers who have donated 
thousands of hours of their time to help out in many 
different areas of the agency.  Each of the 
volunteers who attended were given a Volunteer 
Appreciation coin.  Additional awards were given 
to those who had worked more than 500 hours in 
2014. 

 

Awards Coverage—Continued from Page 2 

Life Saver Award 
DEP Steven Sella 
DEP James Mills 

Luncheon Sponsors 

During each of the Quarterly Awards Luncheons, a 
portion of the amount collected for each meal is 
designated for donation to the Florida Sheriffs 
Youth Ranches.  During the February 6 luncheon, 
Sheriff Prummell presented Maria Knapp, the Vice 
President of Donor Relations, with a check in the 
amount of $3,332.  That amount included $832 
that was collected from the lunches in 2014 and 
$2,500 that came from the Law Enforcement Trust 
Fund. 

30 Years of Service 
SGT William Gorman 

Sheriff’s Office.  The flags presented to members 
who have served for 30 years have been flown 
briefly over the Sheriff’s Office’s Administration 
Building by the Honor Guard before being careful-
ly folded and placed in the flag cases.  SGT Gor-
man credited his family for his long and successful 
career with CCSO. 

Dave Thomson  
506 Hours 

Michael Betancourt 
550 Hours 

Darlene Mengel 
559.25 Hours 

Dave Trautman  
525 Hours 

Continued on Page 4 

Dave Trautman was 
unable to attend the 
luncheon. 

The meals for the award recipients for the Febru-
ary luncheon were paid for by Herrara Manage-
ment Services.  Sheriff Prummell presented Robert 
“Bob” Hughes with a Community Challenge Coin for 
their sponsorship.  Sheriff Prummell also presented 
a coin to Bill Truex for the sponsorship by Truex 
Preferred Construction of a previous luncheon. 
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Richard Russell 
575 Hours 

Terry Frey 
776.75 Hours 

Phil McGowan  
810 Hours 

Third Place 
Joe Burns 
812 Hours 

Second Place 
Ed Stralko 

1,403.25 Hours 

First Place 
Roger Magill 

1,585.75 Hours 

Going Above & Beyond 
Roger Magill 

Volunteer Sponsors 

Volunteer sponsor Kays-Ponger Uselton Funeral 
Homes & Cremation Services donated $900 and 
received a Community Partner Challenge Coin from 
Sheriff Prummell.  Pictured are Mark Kays, Kay 
Waites and Stacey Jones. 
 
Sheriff Prummell also recognized the Charlotte 
Harbor Yacht Club for donating their facility as the 
venue for the awards luncheon.  They also donated 
half the cost of the lunches. 

Volunteer Chaplains 

Among the many volunteers at the Sheriff’s Office 
are a group of ministerial volunteers who serve as 
chaplains within the agency.  In addition to offering 
a blessing before the meal at awards luncheons, 
they are often called upon to help with some of the 
most difficult duties members of law enforcement 
must deal with—notification of the next of kin of an 
untimely death.  They also have made themselves 
available to provide solace and support to agency 
members in difficult times. 

Award Winners 
Group Photo 

The recipients of the Volunteer Awards got 
together after the presentations to pose with 
Sheriff Prummell and Stacey Jones of Kays-Ponger 
Uselton Funeral Homes.  Volunteer Coordinator 
SGT Hurley Burnette (far left) also joined in. 
 
Congratulations to all the winners and thank you 
for your continued support of the Charlotte County 
Sheriff’s Office! 

In addition to receiving the First Place award for 
the highest number of volunteer hours donated in 
2014, Roger Magill was awarded with the Going 
Above and Beyond Award.  Roger spent his 
volunteer hours working on road patrol, with 
aviation, helping with video production projects, 
putting together a volunteer training academy and 
generally helping anywhere else he was needed.  
Thank you for everything, Roger! 

Ed Stralko was unable 
to attend the luncheon.  
H i s  award was 
accepted by Volunteer 
Coord inator  SGT 
Hurley Burnette. 
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Want to receive the CCSO Star News by 

email?   
 

Send your request with your email ad-
dress to:  debbie.bowe@ccso.org 

 
We will add you to the distribution list! Next edition: March 27 
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1    Cantwell, Ericka J 
    Griffin, Michael J 
    Kenville, Melanie L 
    Lopez Ramirez, 
Wilmer 
    Starbuck, Julie 
2    Campbell, Jeremy 
    Moskwa, Susan J 
    Poudrette, John K 
    Vutsinas, Amanda J 
4    Chandler, Darin L 
6    Rose, Darla I 
    Williams, Scherita 
7    Lonesky, Michael P 
    Roguska, Kenrick R 
8    DiMaria, Juanita R 
    Whitney, Randal S 
9    Krzysiak, Michael J 
10 Fambrough, 
George 
    Gray, Lynn 
    Robinson, Sherman 
    Wharton, Keri J 
11 Henyecz, Louis P 
12 Adamchik, Luke R 
    D'Antonio, Nancy A 
14 Crawford, Wendy 
    Greenleaf, Ruth 
    Shaw, Joey R 
15 Erickson, Christina 
16 Bosze, John P 
    Long, Jessica L 

17 Carpenito, Patricia 
   Maikowski, Deborah 
    Partington, Les 
18 Whiting, Thomas E 
19 Conner, Kenneth 
21 Kaskey, Adam 
    Singleton, Cathy S 
22 Hadsell, Michael  
    Hibbert, Lindon C 
    Price, Angie S 
23 Davis, Todd W 
    McClain, Christopher 
    Smith, Robert P 
24 Kim, Juanita 
    Schaefer, Corey J 
    Smith, Donna J 
25 Chandler III, Ronald H 
    Mueller, Brian G 
    Mullin, Viki D 
    Noe, Jason R 
26 Caldart, Stephanie D 
     Down, Arthur 
27 Schaible, Mark G 
28 Corbin, John W 
    Estrada, Kevin D 
    Risi, Nicholas 
    Rivera, Maria E 
29 Rodriguez, Tamara E 
    Wade, Caroline 
30 Nicholas, Jerry H 

CCSO March Birthdays 

CCSO Explorer LT Shannon Gribben (right) shows 
off her trophy at the state weightlifting 
championship in Kissimmee earlier this month.  
Shannon is a member of the Port Charlotte High 
School weightlifting team.  She won the ladies state 
title in her 169 pound weight class.  She lifted a 
total of 385 pounds between the bench press and 
the clean and jerk.  Shannon has also earned a 
scholarship for weightlifting for college. 

Five members of the Sheriff’s Office graduated recently from the second phase of FGCU’s Dynamics of 
Supervision class.  CCSO’s graduates are pictured near the middle of the photo starting on the left with 
Amanda Tipping (blue long sleeved sweater), Brian Pena, Sharon Brunhuber, SGT Diane Young and CPL 
Aron Doyle (behind SGT Young).  Other graduates from other agencies, including Punta Gorda Police 
Department, and command staff members from both agencies joined the course instructor Charles Brox Jr. 
(kneeling) in this large group photo.  Congratulations to all the graduates on completing this second six-
weeks of training.  Two down and one to go! 

CCSO Graduates 5 from Supervision Class Come Join the Fun 
at the EAF Bowling  

Fund Raiser 

Explorer Takes  
Weightlifting Title 

Maschmeier Wins 
At Science Fair 

Proving that he is truly a Renaissance man, Carson 
Maschmeier, the son of DFC Michael Maschmeier, 
recently garnered a blue ribbon (and a sound 
system) for his entry into the Lee County Science 
Fair.  Carson has previously been featured in the 
Star for his acting abilities. 


