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March 14, 2014 

Celebrating Safe Communities in Charlotte County 

Continued on Page 2 

Sheriff Bill Prummell and DFC Joe Fiorini present 
Yoko McClanahan with a plaque in memory of her 
late husband, Henry, who was a very active mem-
ber of the 009 Neighborhood Watch. 

Theme Award Winners—First Place—Azalea 
Neighborhood Watch 

Theme Award Winners—Second Place—Parkside 
Monitors Neighborhood Watch 

Theme Award Winners—Third Place—Buckeye/
Horseshoe Neighborhood Watch 

Most Informative—First Place—Adorn Avenue 
Neighborhood Watch 

Most Original– First Place—Buckeye/Horseshoe  
Neighborhood Watch 

Most Creative—First Place—Haverhillwoods 
Neighborhood Watch 

Darin Waldeck and family, the owners of 
Gulfcoast Engraving, received a Community Chal-
lenge Coin from Sheriff Prummell.  Gulfcoast En-
graving provided the awards for the event. 

Throughout the year, many dedicated members of local Neighborhood Watch 
groups work to help keep their Charlotte County neighborhoods safe.  On 
Saturday March 1, members of many of the watch groups gathered at the Port 
Charlotte Beach Complex to “Celebrate Safe Communities.”   
 
During the event, each group set up displays to show off what they had done 
during the previous year.  The theme for this year’s event was “10 Ways to 
Get to Know Your Neighbor” and each watch group’s display was ’graded’ in 
a little friendly competition for awards.  Several of the Community Partner 
sponsors of the event served as judges, but found they really had a difficult 
time coming up with just one winner in some of the categories.  So instead of 
having just first place trophies, Gulfcoast Engraving said they would provide 
Second and Third place trophies.   

Nancy Padgett of Charlotte State Bank received a 
Community Challenge Coin from Sheriff Prummell, 
with  Lt. Darrel Caparo and Lt. Keri DeHart.  Char-
lotte State Bank donated door prizes for the event. 

Members of the public came to check out the different groups to find out how 
they could get involved or how to start a new group in their neighborhood.  In 
total 225 people participated in the event, not counting the CCSO personnel who 
were there. 
 
After the presentation of the prizes to the winners, everyone enjoyed a lunch of 
pulled port and chicken with side dishes and drinks, all provided by various com-
munity sponsors.  Those who wanted to enjoy a little music with their lunch went 
onto the deck to listen to tunes from CD Express DJ’s. 
 
More photos from “Celebrating Safe Communities” are available on the Sheriff’s 
Office’s Facebook page, www.facebook.com/CCSOFLSheriff.  Thanks to every-
one who is helping to make our communities a safer place. 



2 

 

March 14, 2014 

Want to receive the CCSO Star News by 
email?   

 
Send your request with your email ad-

dress to:  debbie.bowe@ccso.org 
 

We will add you to the distribution list! 

Rich Hearn, Personnel Manager at the Murdock 
Wal-Mart, received a Community Challenge Coin 
from Sheriff Prummell.   He also received a second 
coin on behalf of his own business, CD Express DJ’s, 
that provided the music for the event. 

Dave Plautz of Charlotte County Community Ser-
vices accepts a Community Challenge Coin from 

Sheriff Prummell. Community Services provided the 

facilities for the event.  

Debbie Barber, from the Punta Gorda Wal-Mart 
Super Center, receives a Community Challenge 
Coin from Sheriff Prummell.  Her store donated 
door prizes for the event. 

Sgt. Greg Kalosis presented a Community Chal-
lenge Coin to Wael Dubbaneh of Wally’s BBQ.  
The main course for the lunch was provided by 
Wally’s. 

Award Winners 
 

Most Informative 
1st—Adorn Avenue Neighborhood Watch 

2nd—Oaks IV Neighborhood Watch 
3rd—Grassy Point Sailing Community NW 

 
Most Original 

1st—Buckeye/Horseshoe Neighborhood Watch 
2nd—Haverhill Woods Neighborhood Watch 

3rd—Azalea Neighborhood Watch 
 

Most Creative 
1st—Haverhill Woods Neighborhood Watch 

2nd—Azalea Neighborhood Watch 
3rd—Parkside Monitors Neighborhood Watch 

 
Going Above and Beyond 

009 Neighborhood Watch 
Azalea Neighborhood Watch 

Parkside Monitors Neighborhood Watch 

Parkside Double E’s Neighborhood Watch 

Sponsors 
 

Gulfcoast Engraving—provided all awards 
Wally’s Southern Style BBQ– provided pork & chicken 

Murdock Wal-Mart—provided sides for lunch 
Winn Dixie—provided drinks for lunch 

Sam’s Club—provided paper good for lunch 
CD Express CJ’s—provided music during lunch 

Charlotte County Community Services—provided venue 
 

 
Punta Gorda Wal-Mart—provided door prizes 

Outback—provided door prizes 
Carrabba’s—provided door prizes 

Charlotte State Bank—provided door prizes 

Sheriff Prummell Helps 

Break Ground at  

Cheney Brothers 

Sheriff Bill Prummell joined Bruce and Barbara 
Laishley, Governor Rick Scott and Cheney Brothers 
CEO Bryon Russell in ‘breaking ground’ at the new 
Cheney Brothers facility in Punta Gorda on 
Wednesday March 5. 

SRO’s Helping PCMS Students “TRUST” 

The Sheriff’s Office’s School Resource Officers are 
known for working with their students.  But now 
they are working with Middle School students who 
will themselves be working with younger students in 
a program they have called “TRUST.” 
 
“TRUST” stands for Terriers Reading & Uniting 
Students Together.”  The Terrier is the mascot of 
the Port Charlotte Middle School.  
 
The members of the PCMS Respect Our School 
program will be visiting select kindergarten and 
first grade classes to read to the younger students.  
They also will be helping the teachers at the local 

feeder schools with any specific needs they might 
have. 
 
The “TRUST” program kicked off on February 28 
with a visit to Kingsway Elementary School.  The 
ROS students were excited for the privilege of 
being able to help the younger children. 
 
“We owe a special thanks to Mr. Demetrius Reve-
las for the opportunity to enter into this partnership 
with our neighboring schools,” SRO Katherine 
Blevins said.  “We also want to especially thank 
the principal of Kingsway, Mr. Ron Rogala, for 
allowing us this honor.” 
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Next edition: March 28 

THE CHAPLAIN’S CORNER 

Grace and the Law 
 
Twenty-five years ago I visited my cousin in L.A. 
who was an officer and for a few nights I “rode 
along” in some pretty rough neighborhoods. As 
shift began we’d pull in from one deli to the other 
picking up brown bag meals. His goal was to 
meet enough people in need each shift to give out 
all the meals, find out something about them, and 
try to make some miniscule change in their lives if 
only for a moment.  
  
The local businesses partnered with him donating 
the brown bags with only the condition of ano-
nymity. When he’d pull down blocks not everyone 
ran anymore, some stood still, others waived and 
still others would motion to ask if he had any 
sandwiches. The atmosphere began to change 
over time and through his consistency, incremental 
benefits became visible.  
  
This was no dream world though and on the 2nd 
night I rode along they had to visit that neighbor-
hood six cars deep. Quite a few arrests were 
made and one of them in his cruiser seated be-
hind me. During our ride in he spoke to the man 
respectfully, asking probing questions simply 
trying to see if there’s a way to help him avoid 
having this happen again.  I was envious of how 
he could show so much grace on the one hand and 
yet have zero apprehension taking someone into 
custody on the other. 
  
He understood something about the law and 
grace that I had yet to learn. Romans 5:20 say’s 
“the law was brought in that trespass might in-
crease, but where sin increased, grace increased 
all the more” (NIV). In other words, without the 
law we don’t know the difference between right 
and wrong and, the more law there is, the more 
grace we were granted. The word “grace” is 
defined as “undeserved favor”, something we 
can’t earn nor do we deserve. The brown bag 
meal was grace, the kind words and seeking to 
understand and help was grace, and though there 
is still a “cost” associated hence the presence of 
that man in the back of the cruiser, grace can be 
shown.  
  
So, is it possible to have a culture of both law and 
grace and is showing grace a sign of weakness? 
A culture of law and grace is exactly what we 
have and giving grace is strength, not weakness. 
The one giving grace knows perfectly the differ-
ence between right and wrong and also knows 
the recipient of grace did nothing to deserve it 
making grace a gift; a gift given from strength.  
  
The balance of law and grace can be witnessed 
virtually everywhere we look here at CCSO, 
servants with minds for the law and hearts for the 
people. The merger of professionalism and com-
passion cannot be accomplished without grace. 
My prayer is for an abundance of truth, peace, 
grace, safety and protection for you and for your 
families. May the Lord continue to show you grace 
as you bravely serve others selflessly. 

 
Thomas Welchman 

Chaplain 

March 14, 2014 

Craig and I are proud to announce that our son, 
Tyler Mitchell, along with his team Tarpon Robotics 
of Charlotte High School, and ‘Tank’ the Tarpon 
Robot, have qualified and will compete in The First 
Tech Challenge World Robotics Championships to 
be held at the Edward Jones Dome in St Louis MO 
April 23 – April 26, 2014! Team Tarpon Robotics 
will face off against the ‘best of the best’ 128 
teams from the US, Canada, Mexico, China, Italy, 
and France, vying for the World Title.  
 
Qualify for the 
World Champion-
ship competition 
wasn’t just luck. 
During the last 
week of February, 
Team Tarpon 
Robotics flew to 
beautiful San 
Antonio, Texas, 
and competed in The Southeast Regional Champi-
onships. After three days of intense competition, 
they placed third in an all-Florida Alliance team, 
edging out 77 of the best teams from across the 
southeast. This is a great feat for the team because 
this is their second year in existence so they are 
considered as ‘the underdogs’ or ‘the rookie team’. 
The travel team is comprised of five core students 
(all sophomores).  The entire team consists of 15 
members.  
 
Beginning January 2014, the team tasted success 
by winning the SW Florida FTC Regional Competi-
tion held January 11, 2014 in Ft Myers. From there 
they went on to place 4th out of 116 teams at the 
FTC FL State Championships held at Embry-Riddle 
Aeronautical University in Daytona Beach on Feb 1, 
2014.  
 
We are proud to say that while competing in the 
State competition, Tyler’s Poultry exhibits took 
championship awards at the Charlotte County Fair. 
With all of this new found ‘fame’, Tyler has still 
managed to maintain an A/B average at school. 
 
The students for the Robotics Team are selected by 
their high school Engineering teacher and Mentor, 
Coach Chris George.  They must attend two hours 
of engineering classes at CHS as part of their 
regular curriculum. Each student brings to the table 
a wealth of knowledge of math, physics, science, 
and engineering. They must design, build, and 
program the robot for competition.  

 
The team’s 40 pound robot, known as Tank, took 
the students five weeks to construct. Tank was 
purchased as a kit for $4000 from grant money 
obtained by Coach George from the Charlotte 
Local Education Foundation. Coach George chose 
Tyler to write the computer programs used by 
Tank during the competitions because of Tyler’s 
extensive knowledge of computer programing.  It 
is a task he takes to heart. Tyler spends most of his 
waking moments critiquing the program.  
 
Each match is a total of two minutes and thirty 
seconds of get as many points as possible.  Each 
team is computer-selected to pair with an alliance 
team and will compete against two opposing 
computer-selected teams.   As a result, the teams 
they compete against in one match could wind up 
being the team they are paired with in a future 
match.   
Some of the tasks the teams must get their robots 
to perform include placing blocks into baskets 
located on a pendulum, raising a flag and per-
forming a ‘pull up’ to ‘hang’ on a bar in the center 
of the playing field. During the first 30 seconds of 
the match, the robot operates off a pre-
programmed command that Tyler wrote. The 
following two minutes the robot is operated by 
student drivers using a joystick to maneuver a 
course, placing as many blocks as possible in the 
pendulum for added points.  
 
The last 30 seconds of play is known as the ‘end 
game.’  During that time the robot is required to 
hoist a flag up their flag pole and/or then ‘hang’ 
the robot completely on the pull up bar for maxi-
mum added points. Each team is able to block the 
other team from scoring; however, the most points 
gained helps the team advance to the next round.  
 
Now that the team has won a spot in the competi-
tion, they have to actually get there.  Traveling to 
the World Competition will be a great expense 
for the team.  So the team is trying to get sponsors 
to help cover the travel cost to Missouri.  If you 
would like to help sponsor Team Tarpon Robotics, 
donations are accepted by contacting the school 
941-575-5450 ext. 1120 (Coach George) OR I 
will be happy to give your check to the school too. 
Checks must be payable to Charlotte High School 
Team Tarpon Robotics….Note portion: Team Tar-
pon Robotics Donation.   
 

We wish Tyler Mitchell and Team Tarpon Robotics 

the best of luck at the WORLD CHAMPIONSHIPS! 

They are already winners!  

Finance Assistant’s Son Headed to  

World Robotics Championship 

Beth Mitchell is a Finance Assistant at the Sheriff’s Office.  Her 

husband, Craig Mitchell, is an officer with the Florida Wildlife Com-
mission. 

By Beth Mitchell  

Tyler Mitchell, second from left, with the rest of Team Tar-
pon Robotics.   


