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Preserving CCSO’s History—in Uniforms and Memorabilia 

“I like to empower my people to think on their 
own,” CPT Robinson said.  “She’s really taken own-
ership of her new position.” 
 
With the green light from CPT Robinson, once she 
had figured out what she had in the room, Saxer 
set about to remodel and redecorate.  But instead 
of hanging photos, Saxer began hanging those old 
uniforms on the freshly painted walls.   

She has displayed uniforms with patches represent-
ing several decades of history.  Shown above is a 
jacket with a patch that goes back at least into the 

1960’s.  The patch on the center shirt 
came into play in the late 1980’s.  
The current patch is represented in 
the lower shirt.  It also has the stripes 
for a “First Sergeant,” a rank that is 
no longer utilized.   
 
“A lot of these uniforms you will 
never see again,” Saxer said.  “So I 
thought people would have a lot 
more fun looking at them.  I really 
wanted to try to preserve some of 
the history.” 
 
When she ran out of wall space for 
hanging the uniforms, Saxer turned 
to Secretary Denise LeBlanc for 
another creative way to show off 
some of the pieces.  LeBlance put her 
sewing skills to work and turned 
some of the T-shirts, pull-over shirts 
and pants into pillows. 
 
And where else would you put pil-
lows but on a seat, right?  So Saxer 
salvaged a bench that was no longer 
being used from the old District 3 

lobby area.  The bench itself also has some history, 
having come from the old Courthouse at one point. 
 
One of the items she 
has on display is a 
framed set of ribbons 
that deputies used to 
receive as awards to 
wear on their uni-
forms.  The military 
style ribbons repre-
sented awards such as 
being named Member 
of the Quarter or 
having achieved a 
particular level of 
marksmanship on the 
gun range. 
 
Saxer set up a row of hats and caps—some are 
from the Sheriff’s Office and some are from other 
agencies.  She even found a map of Charlotte 
County that probably dates back to the mid-
1970’s, based on some of the street names that 
have since changed. 
 
What is it like back in Supply now? 
 Walls painted.  Check. 
 Historical Uniforms preserved.  Check. 
 Obsolete items disposed of.  Check. 
 Necessary items efficiently located.  Check. 
 
So the next time you happen to be back in the 
Supply and Receiving area, take a few minutes to 
look around.  You might find something interesting 
just hanging around. 

When Leanna Saxer took over her 
current position as the Supply and 
Inventory Assistant earlier this year, 
one of the first things she needed to 
do was to learn what she had in the 
inventory.  That meant digging 
through everything in the room. 
 
Some of the inventory was pretty 
obvious: 
 Pens, paper, notebooks.  Check.    
 Staplers, tape, forms.  Check 
 Holsters, collar brass, uniforms—
wait a minute. 
 
While going through some of the 
boxes and items tucked away in 
corners, Saxer found a treasure 
trove of Charlotte County Sheriff’s 
Office history in the form of various 
uniform bits and pieces. 

 
One of the first 
gems she found 
was a jumpsuit 
and  w i nd-
breaker jacket 
used by members of the 
Sheriff’s Office’s Dive Team.  
But as she explored the con-
tents of boxes, she found 
more and more different 

uniforms for different units and from different eras. 
 
Apparently her predecessors in the job had saved 
some of the old uniform shirts, jackets, hats, caps, 
etc. over the years.  At some point some of the 
items had been displayed, but then they had been 
packed away where nobody could see them.   
 
So she, with the help of June Scopino and some of 
the trustees, began going through everything in 
every box and bag in the room.  The more they 
explored, the more they found.   
 
When Saxer found an inter-
esting older shirt, she started 
setting it up with some of the 
older badges and other 
items that would normally 
have been on it when it was 
worn.  Then she set them aside until she figured out 
what to do with them. 

 
According to Captain Sherman 
Robinson, who was until recent-
ly the Logistics Commander 
and oversaw the Supply and 
Receiving area, when Saxer 

came into her position he encouraged her to make 
the area her own, to get it organized and set it up 
in a way most efficient for her. 
 

Uniform shirts and jackets that were worn at different time periods in the Sheriff’s Office’s history are on display in the 

lobby of the Supply and Receiving area, along with other memorabilia collected over the years. 
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Want to receive the CCSO Star News by 
email?   

 
Send your request with your email ad-

dress to:  debbie.bowe@ccso.org 
 

We will add you to the distribution list! 

GRADUATIONS 2014 

LT Matt Dowling, left, and Captain Norm Wilson, right, graduated from the 3 month long Administrative 
Officer’s Course at the Southern Police Institute at the University of Louisville, Kentucky.  Captain Wilson 
served as the President of the 131st AOC Class. 

Anthony Kalosis is flanked by his Uncle John (left) 
and his dad, SGT Greg Kalosis (right) following his 
graduation last month from the University of South 
Florida.  Anthony received his Bachelor of Science 
degree in Finance. 

Ryder Tuck, 4, just 
graduated from the 
VPK program at the 
Small World Chris-
tian Learning Center.  
Ryder is joined by his 
parents Detective 
Jeanette Shultz and 
Deputy Robert Tuck, 
and his 2 year old 
brother, Dawson. 

DFC Ken Hill and his wife joined their daughter 
Leah in Cedartown Georgia for Leah’s graduation 
from Vineyard Harvester Bible School and Semi-
nary.  Leah earned her Associates Degree. 

Britny Porter, the step-granddaughter of Deten-
tion’s Assistant Supervisor Stephanie Caldart, 
graduated from Patapsco High School in Dundalk, 
Maryland.  Britny will be attending Anne Arundle 
Community College this fall as a member of both 
the Lacrosse and Soccer Teams. 

CPL Heather Bartolotta and her husband Derek 
pose with daughter Arianna as she prepares to 
graduate from North Port High School. 

It is still graduation sea-
son, so send in your pho-
tos and a brief description 

of your graduates.   

Dai Lynn Hawkins, 5, daughter 
of Detective Jacob Hawkins, 
just graduated from the Good 
Shepard VPK program. 

Madison Collins, daughter of CPL Jack Collins, 
graduated from both Port Charlotte High School 
and Charlotte Vo-Tech’s Culinary Arts Program.  
She was a Skills USA Officer as well as the 
Regional Skills USA Baking Champ.  She has 
already moved on to enrollment at the Culinary 
Institute of America in Hyde Park NY, enrolled in 
the Baking and Pastry Program.  She plans to do 
her externship in Europe or the United Kingdom. 

Zach Schaefer, son of CPL 
Cory Shaefer and Communi-
cations Assistant Supervisor 
Brandie Shaefer, is shown 
preparing for his 8th Grade 
Farewell Dance.  He will be 
attending Port Charlotte High 
School in August. 

Vivian A. Conant, daughter 
of CPL Robert Conant, 
graduated from Pre-
Kindergarten.  She will be 
attending Imagine Elemen-
tary School next year. 

Macey Crews, the daugh-
ter of SGT Nicole Crews 
and CDFC Henry Crews, 
graduated from 5th 
grade at West Elemen-
tary School in Arcadia 
with a handful of awards.  
She is off to DeSoto Mid-
dle School in the fall. 
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1   Shinner, Melody 
   Steyskal, Travis 
   Thistle, MaryAnn 
2   Baughn, Jason 
   Clemens, Scott 
   Senger, Philip 
   Sterling, Randall 
4   Kaletta, Milton 
   Lebron, Louis 
   Ouellette, Kim 
   Platz, Kevin 
   Roman, Teresa 
5   Burke, Eric 
   Chandler Jr, Ronald 
6   Crews, Henry 
   Lehew, Cheryl 
7   Sabatino, Thomas 
8   Phillips, Karen 
   Wassermann, Howard 
   Wilhite, Barry 
9    Pena, Brian 
    Poulton, Tamatha 
    Vogel, Michael 
10 Chapman, Vanessa 
11 Maschmeier, Michael 
    Mendelson, Michael 
    Montgomery, Kevin 
13Hernandez,  Alejandra 
    Marsh, Gertrude 
14 Hertenlehner, Brent 
    Saxer, Leanna 
    Steele, Karl 
15 Burnikel, Bret 
    Diaz, Elio 
    Sisk, Jeffrey 
16 Birmingham, Helene 
    Franko, Sean 

    Heck, John 
    Kilby, Melissa 
17 Nuzum, Howard 
    Orr, Michael 
18 Reitenbach, Dona 
19 Parris, Randy 
20 Pish, George 
    Ponticelli, Robert 
21 Bryant, Jessica 
    Tuck, Billy 
22 Hart, Ace 
    Rodriguez, Andres 
23 Goodby, Earl 
    Henshaw, Nancy 
    Jernigan, Roger 
    Lafley, Kevin 
24 Alvarez, Ian 
    Dowling, Mathew 
    White, James 
25 Brese, Kenneth 
26 Corsino, Eileen 
     Mills, James 
     Ray, Roger 
     Vital-Hebert, Ruth 
27 Harnden, John 
28 Brown, Laurie 
    Filipowicz, Ronald 
    Katsarelas, Kevin 
    Thacker, Richard 
    Young, Jeffrey 
29 Alumbaugh, Kirk 
30 Connolly, Kevin 
    Fineman, Michael 
31 Hardman, Amie 
    Harrison, Brian 
    Tucker, Duane 

CCSO July Birthdays 

25 Years of Service 

LT Darrell Caparo received his certificate of 
recognition from Sheriff Bill Prummell for 25 years 
of dedicated service with the Charlotte County 
Sheriff’s Office on May 27. 

District Investigations Secretary Stacy Guinn is 
celebrating the arrival of her granddaughter 
Melanie Marie Sanchez, born on Friday June 6.  

Like the boy scouts who help little ladies cross the 
street, Deputy Matthew Piloto was there to help 
with a turtle crossing.  According to his field train-
ing officer DFC Kevin Montgomery, this was Depu-
ty Piloto’s second turtle rescue within a week.   

At left, CCSO’s E911 Specialist Diane Barton helped kick off the Charlotte County Library Summer Reading 
Program at the end of May.  About 200 children showed up to check out the different booths.  Diane also 
provided E911 training for the first session of the Junior Law Academy.  The participants divided up into 
groups to draw posters showing what they learned about using the E911 system. 

Corporal Promotion 

Stranger Danger Schooling Starts Early 

E911 Training Gets Around 

A group of 2 and 3 years olds at Good Shepard Day Care got some fun lessons on “Stanger Danger” from 
DFC Eric Ireland in early May.  They seemed to especially enjoy getting to sit in a patrol car. 

Can I Help? 

CPL Jason Russell received his official letter of 
promotion and his new badge from Sheriff Bill 
Prummell on June 17. 

New Addition to the Family 


