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August 22, 2014 

2014 Second Quarter Awards Luncheon 

Deputy Fredrick Frey is being recognized for 
several actions he took in April 2014 while 
assigned as the Housing Officer for Unit L-1 that 
exemplify the agency’s core values of integrity, 
professionalism and trust.   
 
Deputy Frey is extremely active in enforcing the 
rules and policies that governs the actions of the 
inmates assigned under his supervision and control.  
He completed numerous searches within the unit that 
resulted in several major contraband finds as well 
as numerous minor ones.  One of the most 
significant find was on April 17th when he found a 
razor blade hidden in a damaged library book.   
 
On another occasion, he found two inmates that 
had “No Contacts” with one another had 
inadvertently been housed in the same unit.  He 
immediately contacted his Housing Supervisor and 
was instructed to reassign one of the inmates to 
another housing unit. 
 
On two occasions Deputy Frey has located tobacco 
hidden in common areas of the housing unit and he 
prevented unauthorized stolen food from being 
smuggled in his unit. 
 
Deputy Frey is fair but firm when dealing with our 
inmate population.  He uses progressive discipline 
and has written several Disciplinary Reports for 
inmates that refused to follow staff’s orders or the 
rules of the facility. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
On May 10, 2014 at about 5:15 pm Deputy 
Osvaldo Mesa heard another unit being dispatched 
to a Port Charlotte address to assist with an EMS 
call.  Deputy Mesa also responded and arrived on 
scene first.  
 
Deputy Mesa found a man that his roommate said 
would not wake up sitting on his bed and slumped 
over a chair.  Deputy Mesa began CPR on the man, 
continuing until EMS arrived and took over for him. 

The man was transported to the hospital.   

Thanks to Deputy Mesa’s quick response and 
actions in this incident, the man survived this 

episode.  At the time of this incident, Deputy Mesa 
had only just been released from the FTO program 
and was operating on his own.   
 

On Sunday, May 04, 2014 at about 7:25 pm, 
Deputy Nicholas Suarez was dispatched to a Port 
Charlotte condominium complex in reference to a 
subject not breathing.  When he arrived, Deputy 
Suarez found a man lying on his back on the floor 
of the master bedroom. The man was unresponsive 
with no pulse.  
 
Deputy Suarez immediately started CPR, continuing 
until he was relieved by EMS.  The man was 
transported to the hospital where he regained a 
pulse and started breathing on his own. 
 
Had it not been for Deputy Suarez’ quick actions in 
performing life-saving measures, the man might not 
have survived.   

 
On May 27 just before 1:00 am DFC William 
Weisspfennig was dispatched to a man who was 
not breathing. Realizing the urgency of this call he 
arrived quickly and had the forethought to bring 
his AED into the home.  He found the unresponsive 
man on a bed.  He quickly moved him to the floor 
and hooked up the AED after checking for a pulse.  
 

On 4/12/2014 at about 8:30am, while on foot 
patrol at Bayshore Live Oak Park, DFC Ernie Boss 
notice a large amount of blood on the concrete 
near the restrooms.  He followed the blood trail to 
a nearby homeless camp where he found a man 
inside a large tent.  The man had a large abscess 
on his temple that was still bleeding.  Bloody towels 
and rags used to try to stop the bleeding were 
scattered around the camp.  The man appeared to 
be unsteady on his feet and lethargic, as if he were 
about to pass out. 
 
DFC Boss called for EMS to respond and helped 
the man out of the woods back to the park to wait 
for the ambulance.  The man told DFC Boss that he 
had the injury for seven months, but had not been 
properly treating it, so the abscess finally opened.  
The man was transported to the hospital for further 
treatment. 
 
DFC Boss has been very attentive to the Bayshore 
Park area, checking it regularly to make sure it is a 
safe place.  As a result, he has become familiar 
with many of the homeless in the area, who have 
come to trust him and provide him with information 
about what is going on in the area.   
 
It is a result of his dedication to the community and 
that area that DFC Boss followed the blood trail 
that led him to the man, who may have died in the 
woods if not for DFC Boss’ actions.   

LEO of the 2nd Quarter 
DFC Ernest Boss 

CO of the 2nd Quarter 
CDFC Fredrick Frey 

Life Saver Award 
Deputy Osvaldo Mesa 

Life Saver Award 
Deputy Nicholas Suarez 

Life Saver Award 
DFC Brian Geyer/ 

DFC William Weisspfennig 
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Want to receive the CCSO Star News by 
email?   

 
Send your request with your email ad-

dress to:  debbie.bowe@ccso.org 
 

We will add you to the distribution list! 

DFC Rhonda Ellsworth joined the ranks of those who 
have worked at the Charlotte County Sheriff’s 
Office for 30 years in July.  At the awards lunch-
eon on August 8, DFC Ellsworth received a flag in 
recognition from Sheriff Prummell.   

 
As shown 
here, the flag 
was raised by 
members of 
the Honor 
Guard and 
flown briefly 
over t he 
Sheriff’s Of-

fice.  As it happened, DFC Ellsworth was on hand 
when the flag was raised as were members of one 
of the sessions of the Junior Law Academy. 
 
DFC Ellsworth has worked in Records, Corrections, 
Road Patrol and most recently in School Resource 
during her career. 

The AED delivered a shock and suggested CPR. 

DFC Weisspfennig started a round of CPR and 

was later assisted by DFC Brian Geyer. They both 

continued CPR until CCEMS arrived on scene. The 

subject was transported to the hospital and 

survived long enough for his family to arrive at the 

hospital and speak to him.  

During the early evening of June 27, what began 
as a disturbance call quickly escalated into a man 
threatening to harm himself.  Sgt. Scott Clemens, 
Cpl. Roland Tyler, DFC Brian Rash, DFC Michael 
Griffin and Marine Volunteer John Martin quickly 
formulated a plan and worked together to safely 
take the man into custody. 
 
When Sgt. Clemens and DFC Rash first arrived at 
the restaurant, the man who had been causing the 
disturbance ran away from the restaurant staff 
and jumped into the water.  The man swam to a 
floating dock, climbed up to the roof and went out 
onto an aluminum roof beam.  Once there, he took 
a rope and tied one end around his neck while 
tying the other end to the roof beam. 
 
Cpl. Lytle, DFC Griffin and Volunteer Martin 
arrived on scene with their boats to assist.  They 
transported DFC Rash and Sgt. Clemens out to the 
dock where DFC Rash began talking to the man 
who was threatening to jump off the dock. 
 
Cpl. Lytle and Sgt. Clemens quickly developed a 
plan of action.  DFC Rash and Sgt. Clemens 
boarded one of the boats and the boats pulled up 
to the dock.  Just as they arrived, the man jumped 
from the beam.    DFC Rash, DFC Griffin and Sgt. 
Clemens leapt from their vessels onto the floating 
dock.  DFC Rash was able to catch the man in mid-
air. They pulled the struggling man back onto the 
dock and cut the rope from his neck. 
 
Because of the quick thinking and great teamwork 
from these officers, the man’s life was saved.  
 
DFC Rash and Volunteer John Martin were not 
able to attend the awards luncheon and will 
receive their certificates of recognition at a later 
date. 

G.R.E.A.T. Graduation 

Luncheon Sponsor 

Dean’s List at SPI 

Promotion to Corporal 

All of the Sheriff’s Office’s School Resource Officers benefited from some free training recently when an 
opportunity for Gang Resistant Education and Training (G.R.E.A.T.) was offered in Charlotte County.  Instruc-
tors from Nashville Police Department spent two weeks instructing the Charlotte County’s SROs as well as 
SROs who came from North Carolina and Bermuda.  During the graduating ceremonies on Friday August 15, 
Sheriff Prummell helped the instructors hand out the certificates.  Everyone said it was a GREAT experience. 

Sheriff Prummell thanks Paul Wojtowicz, the 
Construction Administrator of Truex Preferred 
Construction which sponsored the August awards 
luncheon. 

Life Saver Award 
SGT Scott Clemens/ 

CPL Roland Lytle/DFC Brian Rash/ 
DFC Michael Griffin/ 

Volunteer John Martin 

30 Years of Service 

Sheriff Prummell presented Michael Kern with his 
official letter of promotion to the rank of Corporal 
on Monday August 18.  CPL Kern was selected, not 
only for his test scores on the promotional exams, 
but for his “above standard work ethic.”  Kern 
started his career as a Reserve Deputy and has 
worked as a housing officer, intake officer and has 
served as a field training officer.  He is currently 
working on his Associate of Science Degree in 
Criminal Justice. 

Sheriff Prummell presented Captain Norman 
Wilson with both a letter and certificate from the 
Southern Police Institute of the University of 
Louisville, recognizing Wilson’s academic 
achievements while attending the Administrative 
Officer’s Course earlier this year.  Wilson 
achieved grades of “A” in each of the courses he 
took and, as a result, made the Dean’s List.  This is 
an accomplishment achieved by only a select few 
who have attended AOC.  Wilson also served as 
the President of his AOC class.   
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Donation to Employee 

Assistance Fund 

Baltimore-Scoggin  

Engagement 

Genie Baltimore, daughter of DFC Kevin Baltimore 
(Robin), Lt. Jill McBee and Lt. Ken Roguska, said 
“Yes” Sunday July 27th at the National Infantry 
Museum to the marriage proposal by her now 
fiancé, Warren Scoggin, son of Joe and Stacie 
Scoggin.  
 
Warren, a graduate of Port Charlotte High, is 
completing Basic Training and will start selection 
and assessment for Special Forces after Army 
Airborne School in September. Genie will continue 
to live and work in Charlotte County.   
 
Both families continue to provide support for War-
ren as he tackles the demanding training in the 
coming months.  They all feel exceptionally blessed 
by the accomplishments and choices these two 
young adults continually display.  
 
Let the wedding plans begin!  

Michael Paz, a Financial Advisor from Edward 
Jones, presents a check for $150 to Stacy Guinn to 
add to the CCSO Employee Assistance Fund. 

Communications Administrator Melanie Bailey 
recently completed the IACP Leadership in Police 
Organization advanced training course.  The three 
week long course is taught one week at a time 
over a period of three months.   The course “is very 
interactive; and utilizes small group case studies, 
videos, role playing, and class exercises to rein-
force learning.”  Bailey received her certificate 
from the Sarasota Chief of Police Bernadette 
DiPino. 

Charlotte Lawmen took first place in the lower 
division of the 12th Annual Law Enforcement Soft-
ball Tournament, hosted by the State Attorney’s 
Office as a fund raiser for Southwest Florida 
Crime Stoppers.   
 
According to Trish Routte, who provided the photo, 
the team “did phenomenal and they played their 
hearts out for Brad (Murray).”   
 
DFC Brad “the Skipper” Murray passed away 
earlier this year after a short illness.  He had been 
the coach who brought the members together to re
-form the team. 
 
“They won this one honorably for The Skipper!” 
Routte said. 

CiCi’s Pizza 
recently held a 
fund raising 
event to bene-
fi t  Special 
Olympics that 
started with a 
CCSO cruiser parked on the sidewalk in front of 
the building.  One of our Facebook followers 
thought it was odd to see a patrol car on the side-
walk and sent us a photo.  After she learned it was 
a fund raising event, she said we could use her 
photo as our ‘before’ picture.  
 
Patrons at CiCi’s were able to buy stickers that 
were used to ‘cover the car.’ At the conclusion of 
the event, the car looked a bit different, with so 
many stickers that the Sheriff’s Office striping and 
star were no longer visible.  Thanks to CiCi’s and 
its patrons, more than $500 was raised for Special 
Olympics. 
 
Pictured below are Olympians Dade Austin and 
Keith Alvey, with DFC Blake Beyer and SGT Bill 
Gorman. 

Bailey Completes  

Leadership Course 

Winning One for  

“The Skipper” 

Cover the Car 

Fall Fun Festival 
 

It’s almost that time of year again...  
  

Wellness Committee is planning the 
Annual Fall Fun Festival 

Date:  10/18/2014 
 

We are looking for employees who 
would be interested in selling their 
homemade crafts at the Festival.   

 
If you would like to be an Employee 
Vendor, email Bryan.Goerl@ccso.org 

 
Employee vendors will be accepted on a first 

come, first served basis per craft. 

North Port Job Fair 

Communications Administrator Melanie Bailey, left, 
and Human Resources Supervisor Heather Lupinetti, 
right, attended a job fair in North Port on August 
6.  About 300 people showed up to check out the 
job possibilities in the area. 
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For two days last Au-
gust, Leonard “Taz” 
Leary stood at attention 
outside the Charlotte 
Harbor Event Center 
holding an American 
flag in honor of the 
passing of Sgt. Michael 
Wilson. 
 
On August 19, just over 
a year since Wilson’s 
funeral, Leary and his 
wife Joanne Walz pre-
sented Sheriff Bill Prum-
mell with the POW-MIA 
shirt he wore during his 
vigil, mounted and 
framed, after cleaning, 
of course. 
 
Leary and Walz also 

presented Sheriff Prummell with a check for 
$1,000 for the Sgt. Michael Wilson Memorial Trust 
Fund. 
 
Leary said the quote on the shirt applies to fallen 
law enforcement officers as well as members of 
the military:  “The true heroes are the ones who 
never made it home.” 

Next edition: September 26 
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1    Amole, Barry L 
    Ostrowsky, Kevin 
2    Egan, Melissa 
    Gorman, William 
    McNeill, Jay M 
    Reid, Nicholas S 
3    Hansen, Svend B 
    Waterhouse, Jon 
    Wright, Tammy M 
4    Coughlin, Franklin 
    Dunn, David C 
    Fisher, Michael R 
    Thompson, Dennis 
5    Correll, Kevin A 
    George, Ronald 
    Zink, Melvin D 
6    Beverly, Bobby L 
    Coones, Lynn M 
    Gilmer, Justin R 
    Raskin, Stephanie 
7    Hume, Erin 
8    Barton, Diane M 
    Johnson, Scott A 
    McGowan, Philip 
9    Crites, Christopher 
10 Guinn, Stacy A 
11 Superak, Stephen 
12 Boothe, Natasha N 
     Ferrigno, Alan 
     Nix, Richard L 
13 Morse, Justin M 
     Murray, Jonathan 
     Stojanovic, Zlatko 
15 Hartman, Dale 
16 Gamble, Gail M 

     Harkins, Michael 
     Johnson, Florence 
     Mattingly, Caroline 
17 Baker, Leslie W 
     Kregness, Scott 
     Martin, John 
18 Starowesky, Jennifer 
19 Cashman, Raymond 
     Jacobs, Linda M 
20 Brandon, Craig A 
     Fisher, Jessica M 
     Gurney, Patricia A 
     Matula, Kristen 
     Maymon, William 
21 DePersia, Keith P 
     Ortiz-Cruz, Jose M 
     Wing Jr., Derrick 
22 Collins, Jack L 
     Snyder, Theresa 
23 Brooks, Kevin J 
     Soberay, Ralph E 
24 Herrey, Adam T 
     Myrick, Esther M 
25 Amato, Alexander 
     Benevides, Margaret 
     Talbot, Michael R 
26 Dennis, Sondra L 
     Lewellyn, Roger 
27 Basora, Michael T 
     Brucker, Christopher 
28 Cotton, Daniel G 
29 Hill, Kenneth D 
30 Cameron, Celeste 
    Clabaugh, Mark 
    Sanders, Tamara M 

CCSO September Birthdays 

Wilson Donation 

The Charlotte 
Stone Crabs took 
the opportunity on 
W e d n e s d a y 
August 13 to 
honor Sgt. Mi-
chael Wilson by 
making a special 
jersey with his 
radio number on it and then retiring the shirt.  Sgt. 
Wilson’s family unveiled the shirt to those in at-
tendance.   

 
Members of the Sheriff’s 
Office Explorer Post 29 
Honor Guard presented 
the colors.  Riders from 
the recent Brotherhood 
Ride as well as members 
of the Charlotte Lawmen 
softball team were also 
present.   
 
 

Sheriff Prummell 
threw out the first 
pitch in front of a 
large crowd, who 
were treated to 
free admission that 
night. 
 

 
The Robert E. Lister FOP 
Lodge sold 50/50 tickets 
to raise money for dona-
tion to the Wilson Memo-
rial Trust Fund.  The win-
ner was Randy Nye, a 
captain at CCI. 

Stone Crabs Honor Wilson Latest in Law  

Enforcement Vehicles? 

According to Randy Parris, DFC Kyle Martin was 
caught on camera trying out his latest and greatest 
new ride.  Hopefully this is only for use in the drier 
seasons of the year. 

New Message Boards Moving Around Town 

vehicle if it is going more 
than six miles per hour 
over the posted speed 
limit.  When passing 
vehicles are obeying the 
speed limit for the road it 
is on, the boards just 
rotate through its prepro-
grammed messages. 
 
They are also capable of 

g a t h e r i n g 
statistics on 
speeds trav-
elled on a 
p a r t i c u l a r 
section of 
highway so 
that traffic enforcement can be set up 
at appropriate locations. 
 
The board come with a set of messages 
and automations, but Sheriff’s Office 
personnel can input special ones. 
 
Right now, the message board are 
posted near schools to remind every-
one that school is back in session. 

In case you haven’t seen 
them yet, there are a 
couple of new items in 
the Sheriff’s Office’s 
C r i m e  P r e v e n t i o n 
toolbox.  Except these 
items won’t exactly fit in 
a toolbox. 
 
Thanks to some funding 
through crime prevention 
programs, the 
S h e r i f f ’ s 
Office re-
cently ac-
quired two 
m e s s a g e 

board trailers that are being moved 
about throughout the county. 
 
These electronic boards rotate through 
several messages, reminding people to 
watch out for pedestrians, to lock their 
cars and not to keep valuables in their 
vehicles. 
 
They also have a speed detector func-
tion that will display the speed of a 


