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NEW òCELL DOGSó 
FOR TRAINING IN JAIL 

Charlotte County Sheriff Bill 
Cameron officially welcomed 
three new dogs into the next òCell 
Dogó inmate handler training pro-

gram at the 
County Jail 
Aug. 27. 
The new dog-
gies came 
from the 
Charlotte 
County Ani-

mal Welfare League, thanks to its 
Executive Director Dee Ann Rob-
erts. Two of the pooches went to 
two female inmates to train and 
one to a male inmate. 
òConanó a mixed Rotweiler-

Shepard will be trained by in-
mate Ryan Burlew; òPrincessó a 
Catahula went to inmate Courtney 
Bahm; they will be housed in the 
womenõs Work Release building. 

òClutchó a mixed America-Pitt 
Bull will be trained by David 
Davis. Another AWL dog will be 
coming in soon and go to another 
male inmate to train. 
The òCell Dogó program is 

coordinated by Lt. Jessica Long, 
the CCSO Jail Administrative Ser-
vices Commander. 

Retired Lee County Sheriff 
Captain Tom Weaver, set up the 
original Cell Dog program in the 
County Jail at the request of Sher-
iff Cameron. Weaver continues to 
train the inmates on how to handle 
their new dogs. 
According to Roberts, òThe 

AWL provides the dogs which 
come to us and were spared from 
being euthanized. They were 
given another chance and are as-
signed to the inmate handlers.ó 

The first class of three dogs 
graduated July 27 and went to 
three local families to keep as 
pets. Construction of two new 
chain link fenced areas attached 
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to the Work Release building 
were donated to the Cell Dog 
program by Williams Construc-
tion, the firm doing the new jail 
concrete work, and two private 
donors. The new fenced areas will 
be used to allow more exercise 
for the òCell Dogó obedience pro-
gram. 

New òCell Dogsó L to R, Courtney Bahm and Princess; AWL Exec. 
Dir. Dee Ann Roberts; Ryan Burlew and Conan; Tom Weaver; David Davis 
and Clutch; Lt. Jessica Long, and Sheriff Bill Cameron. 

Lt. Jessica Long, Sheriff Cameron. 
David Davis, and òClutch.ó 
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SPOTLIGHT THIS WEEK ON 
SGT. MIKE CASARELLA 

SWEARING IN OF CCSO, 
SCSO & LCSO OFFICERS 

This weekõs SPOTLIGHT falls on 
Sgt. Mike Casarella. He was nomi-
nated by a member of the CCSO 
Narcotics Unit. 

He was born in Yonkers, New 
York, moved here in 1978 and is a 
graduate of Port Charlotte High 
School. Mike is married and they 
have three children. 

Mike said his hobbies are all 
sports and his family. When asked 
what type of music he listens to, he 
said, òIõm eclectic when it comes to 
music, I listen to all kinds from country 
to Pavarotti.ó 

Sgt. Mike, 39, became a member 
of the CCSO April 4, 1994. 

The detective that nominated 
Mike said, òI have known Mike for 
the past 12 years. He has always 
been very approachable for anyone 
needing guidance, advice, or help, 
no matter if it be law enforcement or 
other matters. 
òWhen Mike started the CCSO 

Intel Unit he made it work in a way 
that saves numerous man hours by 
pulling information for a case agent, 
or our narcotics unit. 
òRegardless of a persons rank, 

Mike is a team player and has a 
great work ethic. He recently made 
repairs to a trailer that was dam-
aged. Mikeõs skills as a carpenter is 
of such a high standard that the 
door, door jam, framing and trim 
looked better and was stronger from 
his repairs.  

Sgt. Mikeõs Supervisor is Major 
Dan Libby who said, òMike 
Casarella is the Intelligence Unit Ser-
geant. This is a new unit established 
in February of 
this year. It was 
organized from 
a group of dis-
parate positions 
within the 
agency. Mikeõs 
mission was to 
put together a òteamó that can in-
take, process, analyze and distribute 
pertinent information to facilitate 
achieving our mission. 
òMike has accomplished this task 

with tremendous zeal and compe-
tency. The CCSO Intel unit is up, op-
erating and assisting in a tremendous 
decrease in our crime rate. 
òMike has served in many ca-

pacities for the agency during his 
career including Major Crimes unit 
Sergeant, District Detective Sergeant, 
Road Patrol Sergeant, Detective and 
Road Patrol Corporal, Detective and 
Deputy. 
òMike is a long time member of 

the SWAT Team, heõs found time to 
complete his education with comple-
tion of a BA in criminal justice from 
St. Leo College, and graduate work 
at Impac University.ó 

Major Libby further stated, 
òAlthough Mike needs work on his 
golf game, his work in the agency is 
second to none. I wish I had a dozen 
of him. He is dedicated to his family 
and to the agency for the betterment 
of this community. It is an honor to 
serve with him.ó 

On Aug. 26, Charlotte County 
Sheriff Bill Cameron swore in depu-
ties in a joint law enforcement effort 
with Sarasota and Lee County depu-
ties. Sarasota County Sheriff Tom 
Knight and members of his K-9 and 
Tactical Unit, plus CCSO K-9 and 
Street Crimes Unit deputies, partici-
pated in the special swearing in and 
fellowship at the Charlotte and Sara-
sota county line in Englewood. 

Sheriff Knight said, òThe patrol 
officers from both sides already in-
teract with each other and this gives 
them the tools to help each other on 
a daily basis.ó 
Sheriff Cameron said, òThis visual 

symbolic swearing in of officers from 
our neighboring counties sends a 
message to the bad guys that what-
ever direction you decide to run; 
weõre going to catch you.ó 

 

((Continued on next page)) 

SCSO Sheriff Tom Knight and CCSO Sheriff Bill Cameron join in fellowship and a photo 
opportunity at the swearing in ceremony on the county line in Englewood. 


