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òMERITORIUS AWARDó 
TO THREE DEPUTIES 

SHERIFF BILL CAMERON HONORS MORE DEPUTIES 

Sheriff Cameron also presented 
two deputies with the Life Saver 
Award; they were Sgt. Brent 
Hertenlehner and DFC Tim Poole.  

 Sheriff Cameron read the fol-
lowing, òOn May 5, 2009 members 
responded to a roll over vehicle 
accident on I-75 near mile marker 
161. DFC Poole was on scene first, 
he quickly evaluated all subjects for 
injuries and hazards. He located a 
subject trapped in a truck which 
was resting on its roof. 
òThe subject was lying on his 

back with his body still trapped 
inside the truck and just his head 
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òLIFE SAVER AWARDó 
TO TWO DEPUTIES 

Blvd. and performed a felony 
traffic stop. 
òDeputies were able to secure 

the male subject and the loaded 
12 gauge shotgun found in his 
front seat. Their actions brought 
this situation to a safe and suc-
cessful conclusion, with no injuries 
to the suspect or anyone else in-
volved in this incident.ó  

Sheriff Bill Cameron presented 
the Second Quarter Awards at a 
special luncheon at Portofinoõs Res-
taurant in Charlotte Harbor.  

The Meritorious Award was 
presented to Sgt. Robert Stam-
baugh, DFC Joseph Scott and 
Deputy Aaron Williams. Sheriff 
Cameron read the following at 
the awards luncheon:  
òOn June 17, 2009 memberõs 

responded to an area in Port 
Charlotte in reference to a report 
of a mentally unstable man with a 
gun. DFC Scott arrived and ob-
served the garage door open and 
a vehicle backing out of the drive-
way. The driver was instructed 
several times to stop the vehicle. 
òThe male suspect yelled ôyou 

are not the real cops and you are 
trying to kill me.õ The deputies 
were able to get the vehicle 
stopped in the area of Orlando 

was outside the window opening. 
He had a very weak pulse and was 
not breathing. Sgt. Hertenlehner 
and DFC Poole began rescue 
breathing on the subject until EMS 
took over.  
òThe subject went into cardiac 

arrest three times before he was 
flown to Lee Memorial Hospital. Lt. 
Brad Wasmus from Charlotte 
County Fire/EMS advised that due 
to the immediate and appropriate 
actions of Sgt. Hertenlehner and 
DFC Poole , this patient was given 
every conceivable chance of sur-
vival from a very serious accident. 
Wasmas also said he received a 
call from the flight crew that the 
care and treatment prior to their 
arrival was stellar.  

(Both officers were unable to 
attend the ceremony, erõ go, no pho-
tograph). 

L to R: Deputy Aaron Williams, Sgt. 
Robert Stambaugh, DFC Joe Scott with 
Sheriff Bill Cameron. 
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SPOTLIGHT THIS WEEK ON 
LT. MARK BALA 

This weekõs SPOTLIGHT falls on 
Lt. Mark Bala, head of our Training 
Section, and also CCSO SWAT team 
Commander; he was nominated by 
the team. 

Lt. Bala was born in Ilion, NY, 
Nov. 2, 1958 and came here at two 
months old. He graduated from 
Charlotte High and was in the CHS 
Cadet Program. He joined PGPD as 
a dispatcher for two years then road 
patrol for over three years before 
joining CCSO Jan. 4, 1982.  
Heõs married to Brenda and they 

have a daughter, 25, and two 
grandkids. His son-in-law is Dep. 
Bryan Goerl, D-2 road patrol. 
Markõs hobbies are ship cruising, 
working out, running, and riding his 
Harley. Heõll scheduled to run two 
marathons;  Miami and at Disney. 

Lt. Brian Harrison of SWAT  
said, òOur team has come a long 
way since Mark took over as com-
mander. Our team is highly re-
spected within the SWAT community 
throughout the state, and weõre 
proud to be a CCSO SWAT member, 
a direct result of the leadership from 
Mark. 
òOnly a brother SWAT operator, 

past and present, knows and under-
stands the added commitment and 
dedication it takes to be an effective 
SWAT warrior. When I lose focus of 
that commitment to the mission, I think 
of Markõs commitment to us to keep 
me motivated. 

Det. Christopher Williams said, 
òBack in 1998 I was at the Correc-
tions Academy in Ft. Myers and Lt. 
Bala was my Range Master during 
firearms qualification. I had little ex-
posure to firearms so Lt. Bala had his 
hands full. Today, 11 years later, Iõm 

a member of the SWAT team. Itõs 
been a pleasure working alongside 
and learning from such a knowledge-
able and professional individual.ó 

And finally, another team mem-
ber, DFC John Mills said, òHaving 
worked with him on numerous SWAT 
missions and call outs, his profession-
alism and dedication to the team is 
amazing. He will not only give the 
orders but he has the humility to listen 
to any operator who has a better 
idea. The time and effort he puts in 
for the team is outstanding. Also, his 
physical fitness is second to none to 
the time and effort he puts in; for 
that in itself is commendable.ó 

òAnyone who has ever worked 
with Mark will tell you he has a way 
of bringing out your best with his 
firm, fair and professional manage-
ment style. During a mission Mark is 
always open minded, listens to sug-
gestions and ideas from his team 
leaders and operators. 
òMark is a strong family person 

and understands importance of each 
SWAT memberõs family. He lives by 
our team motto ôDucas Exploõ which 
means Leadership by example!ó 

DFC Nick Rogers said, òLt. Bala 
is highly dedicated to the team and 
continuously strives to improve every-
one under his command. He has a lot 
of compassion for law enforcement, 
especially the SWAT/Tactical side. 
He not only works hard to learn new 
things and improve himself but also 
teaches us as much as he can so that 
we too can improve ourselves.ó 

Lt. Dale Ritchhart, retired SWAT 
operator/sniper stated, òSpeaking 
from the past, I canõt think of anyone 
who has educated 
himself in the area 
of SWAT as much 
as Lt. Bala. Heõs 
always reaching out 
to other teams or 
researching on his 
own to bring the 
team up to speed 
with current SWAT 
techniques. Lt. Bala 
is very passionate 
about the CCSO SWAT team.ó 

And, the accolades continued 
with Dep. Matthew Wagner saying, 
òI believe Mark displays a rare gift 
not often seen and that gift is wis-
dom. As a SWAT member Iõm grate-
ful that Mark is on the team because 
he looks for the positive and tactical 
solution to any problem. Heõs a 
leader by example and has my re-
spect.ó 

DFC Justin Cecchini said, òIõm a 
new member on the SWAT team and 
am honored to work with Lt. 
Bala. Heõs gone above and beyond 
helping me train and become a mem-
ber. He has never let me down as a 
team leader and makes himself 
available for extra training when-
ever Iõve request it.ó 

 

Congrats to Lt. Mark Bala, a real 
òSuperman,ó  from the CCSO SWAT team. 
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FOTO-FLASHBACK to 1994:  DFC Jeff Young & òRobbió 

TWO CCSO OFFICERõS 
DAUGHTER HONORED 

CCSO Sgt. Jill Roguskaõs 
daughter, Genie Baltimore, and Ge-
nieõs father, Corrections Officer 
Kevin Baltimore, was honored by 
Punta Gorda Police at its September 
òDo the Right Thingó ceremony held 
recently at City Hall. 

PGPD Police Chief Butch Arenal 
announced Genie as overall winner 
of the five local Charlotte County 
students selected for their out-
standing efforts. She received a 
$100 U.S. Savings Bond, a trophy, 
and various items donated by area 
businesses. Sheriff Bill Cameron was 
on hand to participate in the honor 
ceremony. 

The Port Charlotte High School 
freshman was at school and saw 
something was wrong with a class-
mate and notified the teacher. Genie 
took the student out of the classroom. 
The boys condition worsened and 
EMS was called. The report said Ge-
nie stayed with her classmate, talking 
and reassuring him the entire time. 
She was incredibly brave and self-
less to a student in need. 

NEW FEATURE 
CCSO WEEKLY BIRTHDAY LIST: SEP. 25-OCT. 2 

DFC Jeff Young, now 46 and with the CCSO Warrant Squad, was hired 
by CCSO Oct. 13, 1986. This picture was taken in 1994 with his K-9 part-
ner òRobbi.ó This was a special K-9 in the fact that he had four capped Tita-
nium teeth and really òtook a bite out of crime!ó 

Genie Baltimore of PCHS gets to see 
her name up in lightsé.at least on an 
overhead screen, as PGPD honored her as 
overall winner of the Do the Right Thing. 

Starting with this issue, a weekly list of CCSO birthdays will be published. 
You can surprise these people by (a) Wishing and singing òHappy Birth-
day,ó (b) Give them a card, (c) Take them to lunch, (d) Get them an exotic gift!  
(e) All of the above! The choices are endless, Happy Birthdayé.. 

Sep. 25 Margaret Benevides, Corrections Intake Clerk 
Sep. 26 Keith Koziel, Corrections 
Sep. 26 Sondra Dennis, Corrections Programs Clerk 
Sep. 27 Christopher Brucker, Corrections Housing Officer 
Sep. 28 Daniel Cotton, District-1 Road Patrol 
Sep. 29 Ken Hill, District-3 Road Patrol 
Sep. 30 Richard Schoepfer, Bailiff Officer 
Sep. 30 Celeste Cameron, Corrections Housing Officer 
Oct. 1 Ron Bergerson, Volunteer, Support Services 
Oct. 1 Ray Wier Jr., Bailiff Officer 
Oct. 2 Martin Allen, District-2 Road Patrol 
Oct. 2 Dawn Healey, Corrections Housing Officer 
Oct. 2 Greg Kirkland, Corrections Intake Officer 
Oct. 2 Kristopher McRae, District-2 Road Patrol 

https://www.youthranches.org/site

