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INMATES CLEANUP 20,000 
POUNDS OF TRASH 

CCSO Sheriff Bill Cameron re-
ported that 20 County Jail inmates 
collected 20,000 pounds of trash 
Oct. 8 from two abandoned home-
less camps and illegal dumping 
around the perimeter of a large 
wooded area in Port Charlotte. Envi-
ronmental Crimes Detective Billie 
Hatmaker coordinated the effort 
with various CCSO and County de-
partments.  
Sheriff Cameron said, òThis is 

truly a team solution to a community 
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problem. Using inmate labor to assist 
in the clean-up saves money and pro-
vides a vehicle for the inmates in the 
jail to give back to their community 
too. At the end of the day, everyone 
involved can be proud of the work 
they have done and can see the dif-
ference they made. Detective Hat-
maker did a great job in coordinat-
ing this effort.ó 

Hatmaker arranged for a large 
Waste Management dumpster, 
wheelbarrows, ATVõs with trailers 
and other tools for the massive one 
day cleanup project. 

The area is west of Kings High-
way and Winchester Blvd., along 
Kellett Ave. The operation took seven 
hours to collect 80 cubic yards of 
trash, in high 90 degree tempera-
tures. County Jail Corrections Officers 

were there to handle added security. 
County Com-

missioner Tricia 
Duffy was on 
hand to see the 
cleanup. Duffy 
said, òI stopped 
by the homeless 
camp cleanup, it 
was an amazing job the Sheriff's De-
partment has done to clean this mess 
up.ó  

Those who participated were the 
County Jailõs Erin Hume, CDFC Joey 
Shaw, CDFC Robert Sledzinski and 
Lt. Jessica Long; Community Policing 
Officers DFC Robert Melindez, DFC 
William Miller, DFC Dave Kettleson 
and Dan Cotton; 
District-4 Com-
mander Lt. Dale 
Ritchhart; Support 
Operations Capt. 
Ron Chandler and 
Lt. Randy Horner; 
County Commis-
sioner Tricia Duffy; 
Keep Charlotte Beautifulõs Glenda 
Anderson; County Environmental Ser-
vices Barbara Kula, Terry Barnett 
and Donny Bernhagen. Det. Hat-
maker also 
thanked 
Waste Man-
agement for 
donating the 
dumpster to 
haul away the 
trash. Cartoon by CCSO Artist Chuck Marklin  


