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CPL. SCHOFIELD GETS NATIONAL HONOR 

Charlotte County Sheriff Bill Cameron and Volunteer 
Services Corporal Philip Schofield flew to Chino Hills, 
California, on Oct. 3 to accept a great honor for the 
agency. Cpl. Schofield was named the Citizen Patrol Co-
ordinator of the Year by the National Association of Citi-
zens on Patrol. He was selected by the NACOP Board out 
of 450 entrants nationwide. The award was presented to 
Cpl. Schofield with Sheriff Cameron attending the tenth 
annual NACOP conference in Chino Hills, California. 
Sheriff Cameron said, òThis is an extremely prestigious 

award and is only given to one recipient in the entire nation each year. Corporal 
Schofield has done an amazing job in creating an outstanding volunteer program here 
at the Charlotte County Sheriffõs Office and I am proud of him and his unit for receiving 
this national recognition.ó 

According to NACOP, this an-
nual award is to provide recognition 
to the Citizen Patrol/Volunteer Coor-
dinator whose actions have made a 
significant and positive impact on 
operations of their unit while helping 
promote the use of Citizen Patrol 
group locally and nationally. NA-
COP President and founder, Arthur 
J. Femister said, òCorporal 
Schofieldõs actions clearly deserve 
recognition and further, it is our wish 
that his actions will set an example 
for others to follow in the future.ó 

When Sheriff Cameron took 
office last January he set up a unit to which all volunteers would be assigned and ap-
pointed the 36 year old Cpl. Schofield as the coordinator. Those units were Reserve 
deputies, Parking Enforcement volunteers, Clerical volunteers, and Explorer Post-29 
Scouts. A new Citizens Observation Patrol (COPS) was established including a COPS 

Academy. He also created a COPS field 
training program and the first ever 
CCSO COPS Marine Patrol Unit. He then 
created a COPS Aviation Unit to assist 
pilots in observational missions. 
   Many of these units have since dou-
bled in size since Cpl. Schofield began 
coordinating the volunteers and estab-
lished the new programs. In the nominat-
ing letter to NACOP it stated, òCorporal 
Schofield completed all this in less than 
six months and he has truly made a dif-
ference in the lives of CCSO members, 
and for the safety and betterment of our 
community.ó Cpl. Schofield has been with 
CCSO since Sep. 17, 2001; his office is 
located at CCSO Headquarters. 
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SHERIFF CAMERON NAMED 
SALVATION ARMY BELL 
RINGING CHAIRMAN 

Cpl. Philip Schofield shown accepting the 
award from the NACOP founder and president 

Arthur J. Femister. 

Sheriff Bill Cameron has been se-
lected as the local Salvation Army Bell 
Ringing Chairman for the 2009 Christmas 
season. 
Sheriff Cameron said, òOur agency 

has been supporting the Salvation Army 
for years with our canned good drives 
and breakfast fund raisers.ó 

On Oct. 22, the CCSO held a Bis-
cuits & Gravy breakfast to benefit the 
Salvation Army and military troops over-
seas package drive. Organizer Karen 
Cline said, òWe raised $300 and will 
split the proceeds for these causes.ó 
CCSOõs Detective Corporal Jim 

Vanande has served on the Salvation 
Army Advisory Board for three years 
and is asking agency help this year in 
manning the red kettles around local 
businesses.ó 

Sheriff Cameron said he concurs with 
Vanande and invites members to sign up 
now for a two-hour shift. Please contact 
these area coordinators to volunteer: 
Englewood: Roy Kerns, 697-1792; Punta 
Gorda: Keith Marlow, 505-0306; Port 
Charlotte (Kings Hwy area): Joel Santos, 
875-9071; and all other Port Charlotte 
areas: H.L. Clemons, 627-9138. 

CCSO Volunteers in Action! 
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SPOTLIGHT THIS WEEK ON  
DFC John Stewart 

Our CCSO STAR SPOTLIGHT this 

week falls on DFC John Stewart Jr. who 

was nominated by Communications Op-

erator Marla Andrews. 

The 55 year old Stewart was born 

in East Meadow, New York, and after 

high school he worked two jobs, painting 

aircraft and working at a towing service. 

John said there was a street gang rum-

ble he was in and a Nassau County cop 

talked to him about getting his life to-

gether. He took the advice and became 

a Reserve Deputy in 1978 with Suffolk 

County where he met Reserve Deputy 

Lou Lebron. 

Stewart said, òLou pushed me into 

being a paid cop so I joined NYPD in 

1983; we were partners and have been 

buddyõs over 30 years.ó John said he 

was in two riots, the 1993 bombing of 

the World Trade Center, and the 9-11 

attack. John retired with just over 20 

years and moved to Florida for a quieter 

pace of life. 

He drove a retirement bus for senior 

citizens out of Venice. The Sarasota air-

port police chief liked his work and de-

meanor, and asked if he wanted to get 

back into law enforcement. John talked 

to a Police Chief in North Port and was 

offered a job but declined saying, òI 

donõt like their ugly NPPD patrol cars.ó 

He  then contacted CCSO and was hired 

May 31, 2005. As you can see, John has 

a great sense of humor! 

Johnõs hobby is a ham radio opera-

tor. He set up ham radio at Jacaranda 

Trace, a Venice retirement center, which 

covers Sarasota to Lee County and is 

used as emergency communications by 

CERT in case of a hurricane. John contin-

ues to work with senior citizens and they 

love him. 

When asked what his favorite music 

was, he said he likes everything, but in 

his personal vehicle, 

youõd find a Billy Joel 

CD. John said he met 

Joel in 1978 when he 

was doing a cancer 

benefit at WBAW 

Radio. Here is his 

memorable photo of 

having fun with Joel. 

According to Marla Andrews, òJohn 

has been the barrier island deputy for 

quite awhile and everyone loves him. 

Many of the islanders call John on his 

personal cell phone to talk of concerns 

they are having; all know him by name 

and he is accepted as an islander that 

they can count on.  

òI think the island is a job where one 

could easily slough off, but John takes it 

seriously and serves the islanders of 

Charlotte County above and beyond. For 

a retired NYPD cop, he does a fantastic 

job on a duty he must have found very 

different from what he was used to.ó 

Stewartõs former supervisor, Captain 

Ron Chandler said, òWhen I took over 

as the District-1 Commander in 2007, I 

was introduced to John and was told that 

he was the island deputy and he would 

keep everything nice and quite out on 

the islands. 

 òI was a little skeptical about that, 

because how could anyone from New 

York keep anything quite, let alone a 

retired New York Police Officer; but I 

was shortly proven wrong. John was in-

deed the right person to work on the 

islands; he not only kept the island quite, 

we hardly had anything going on. 

òHe made sure he knew about eve-

ryone on the island on a first name basis, 

and took care of each of their problems 

before they became my problem.  

òI do not think that I thanked John 

for the service he provided to that com-

munity and for a job well done while I 

was there, but I would like to at this time; 

thanks John, for your taking a great in-

terest in your job and made mine a lot 

easier.ó 

ANNUAL RUN & GUN 
CHALLENGE SET DEC. 5 

Dec. 5 is the date set for the 2009 
Major Terry Branscome Run & Gun Fit-
ness & Shooting Challenge. 

This annual event will include Team 
Target ID Course, Team Tug of War, 
Canoe Race and Obstacle Course. Mem-
bers are urged to organize your five 
member teams for another great compe-
tition. Entry fee is $5 per person, or $25 
per team. 

According to Sgt. Renee Filliez of 
the CCSO Training Division, òThis is a 
day of fun for the entire family, and 
friends are invited. Registration details 
are coming soon so please mark your 
calendar now.ó 

This is for those who own one of 
those popular portable GPS units. 

Many people leave their GPS on the 
dashboard or window inviting thieves to 
get into your unlocked vehicle or smash a 
window to steal your GPS; happens all 
the time. Thieves also steal garage door 
openers too, for another reason. 

And, think about this; if you are out 
of town when the theft occurs, you could 
get òripped offó again when criminals 
turn on your GPS, push 
your òHomeó programmed 
address button, guiding 
them to your house, use 
the stolen garage door 
opener, and rob your 
home. 

Best solution, never leave your port-
able GPS in plain view in your car; take 
it with you at all times. And, never put 
your home address in your GPS memory. 
Try putting another address like the 
Sheriff or Police department. When you 
get back to your area, you know where 
your house is; itõs a thought, stay safe. 

 

GPS COMMON SENSE 
WARNING! 
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PAST ISSUES 
This and all past issues are 
available on our website at: 

www.ccso.org 

FOTO-FLASHBACK: SWAT 1989 

CCSO WEEKLY BIRTHDAY LIST OCT 31-NOV. 6 

Happy Birthday to the following CCSO employees. Here are more ways to honor 
our one year older folks: Take them to lunch or dinner and have the wait staff sing to 
them; order a Publix cake with black icing, or better yet, tell them how much you ap-
preciate them at work! 

Oct. 31 ð Kevin Bordner (Happy H-Day!) 
Nov. 1 ð Gary Ellsworth 
Nov. 2 ð Mark Bala 
Nov. 3 ð Ed Moos 
Nov. 3 ð Brian Roman 
Nov. 4 ð Amanda Tipping 
Nov. 4 ð Leonard Prevatte 
Nov. 5 ð Joe Sousa 
Nov. 6 ð Kattie Beasley 
Nov. 6 ð Ivan Kiselev  
Nov. 6 ð Linda Verwey 

Sam Carter, part-time CCSO Police 
Athletic League Activities Assistant and 
PAL members, set up a booth Aug. 15 in 
Laishley Park. 

They were one of dozens of booths 
on display at the 5th Anniversary of Hur-
ricane Charlie festivities. PAL members 
sold various items and collected dona-
tions for PAL and enjoyed meeting the 
public who support the CCSO PAL or-
ganization. 

PAL FUND RAISER 
AND AWARENESS 

CCSO JAIL GED INSTRUCTOR PASSES AWAY 

Oct. 24-30 

Julia Magneson, the GED instructor for many years at the Charlotte County Jail, 
passed away this week.  

She gave an education to hundreds of inmates over the 
years. She taught with a passion and at one of her last GED 
graduations Julia said, òYou donõt know how proud I am of 
all of you that took the opportunity in going for an educa-
tion after you dropped out of high school. I hope you take it 
another step further in going to a community college, college 
or university.ó  
CCSO Jail Commander, Major Tom Rodgers said, òJulia 

was an exceptional and strong person who helped develop 
and maintain the outstanding GED Program we have today. 
She worked very close with us and we will miss her smiles 
and great attitude she expressed everyday regardless of 
her condition.ó Julia made a difference in many inmates lives 
after they left the jail. 

HAPPY HALLOWEEN! 

 SWAT deputies Kevin 
DeVries and Ralph So-
beray taking their work 
very seriously! 

https://www.youthranches.org/site

