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Letter from the Sheriff of Charlotte County  
 

Dear Citizens of Charlotte County, 

 2006 was a very busy year for your Charlotte County 

{ƘŜǊƛŦŦΩǎ hŦŦƛŎŜΦ  Calls for service continued to increase as the 

ƳŜƴ ŀƴŘ ǿƻƳŜƴ ƻŦ ȅƻǳǊ {ƘŜǊƛŦŦΩǎ hŦŦƛŎŜ ŎƻƴǘƛƴǳŜŘ ǘƻ ǿƻǊƪ 

diligently to serve you in the most professional manner. 

 We were able to continue moving forward with our 

five-year strategic plan and placing programs and staff in place 

to help improve the high quality of life we enjoy here in 

Charlotte County. 

 I am very proud of our traffic efforts in 2006.  We 

were able to reduce the overall number of vehicle crashes, as 

well as significantly reducing the number of traffic fatalities in 

our community.  We will continue to work aggressively to 

enforce all traffic laws and make our roads safer for our 

citizens. 

 Our aggressive and proactive approach to the drug problems in our community are starting to 

pay dividends, particularly with our youth.  The 2006 school drug survey showed significant reductions in 

substance abuse among our children.  Teaching the DARE program in our elementary and middle 

schools, along with our partnership with the Drug Free Charlotte County Coalition, is having positive 

results and we will continue to provide prevention and educational resources towards this effort.  At the 

same time, we will continue to aggressively seek out those individuals who possess and deal drugs on 

our streets and in our neighborhoods. 

 I want to thank our citizens for their continued support for without your support we could not 

be effective in our public safety efforts. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Sheriff John Davenport 
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Your Command Staff  
 

William Cameron has served as Chief Deputy since 2004 when 

Sheriff Davenport was elected to office.  Chief Deputy 

Cameron is second in command of the Charlotte County 

{ƘŜǊƛŦŦΩǎ hŦŦƛŎŜ ŀƴŘ ƛǎ ǊŜǎǇƻƴǎƛōƭŜ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƻǊŘƛƴŀǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ 

implementation of agency initiatives, operations, programs, 

and activities as directed by the Sheriff through the general 

supervision of his bureau commanders. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Along with Sheriff Davenport and Chief Deputy Cameron, Majors Mark Caro, Thomas Rodgers, and 

Daniel Libby (left to right) serve ƻƴ ǘƘŜ {ƘŜǊƛŦŦΩǎ /ƻƳƳŀƴŘ {ǘŀŦŦ as Commanders of the Bureaus of Law 

Enforcement, Corrections, and Administration, respectively. 
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Mission  
 

To provide quality law enforcement, detention, court security, and homeland security services to the 

citizens and visitors of Charlotte County. 

Vision  

To be a leader in public safety, community service and crime control.  To integrate the community 
policing philosophies of developing partnerships with our community and maintaining a high quality of 
life through collaborative problem solving in everything we do in order for Charlotte County to remain 
one of the safest and most enjoyable places to live and visit in the State of Florida and in the Nation.  

Core Values 

Integrity  

We pledge to maintain a strong sense of honesty, morality, goodness, and ethical character. 

Honesty 

We pledge to always be truthful, sincere, upright, and decent. 

Character 

We pledge to maintain the highest ethical standards and honorable personal qualities.  We wish to serve 

as role models for our youth, our community, and our profession. 

Strategic Goals 
 

1) Provide effective law enforcement and community services in a safe, professional, and cost 

effective manner by constantly measuring ourselves against industry, accreditation, and 

community standards ensuring we meet the needs of our community. 

 

2) Administer court and detention services safely and effectively in accordance with legal 

mandates, accreditation, and community standards.  Paramount is the proper care, custody, and 

control of detainees in the jail, and the safety and security of our courts. 

 

3) Collaborate with the community to maintain the high quality-of-life standards Charlotte County 

has come to enjoy. 

 

4) Maintain a high quality work environment promoting ethical leadership, professional 

development, and equality while holding steadfast to our core values; integrity, honesty, and 

character. 
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Organizational Chart  
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Annual Budget  
 

By providing accurate fiscal and budgetary information and data to agency and community stakeholders, 

the Office of Finance & Budget, directed by Jose Flores, is responsible for developing and monitoring the 

{ƘŜǊƛŦŦΩǎ hŦŦƛŎŜΩǎ ōǳŘƎŜǘΣ ǇŀȅǊƻƭƭΣ ŀŎŎƻǳƴǘǎ ǇŀȅŀōƭŜΣ ŀŎŎƻǳƴǘǎ ǊŜŎŜƛǾŀōƭŜΣ ŎŀǎƘ ƳŀƴŀƎŜƳŜƴǘΣ ƎǊŀƴǘǎΣ 

purchasing, and financial reporting.  For ŦƛǎŎŀƭ ȅŜŀǊ нллсκнллтΣ ǘƘŜ {ƘŜǊƛŦŦΩǎ hŦŦƛŎŜ ƻǇŜǊŀǘƛƴƎ ōǳŘƎŜǘ ǿŀǎ 

$55,086,242 for operating expenses, equipment, salaries, and benefits.  The figure below illustrates the 

{ƘŜǊƛŦŦΩǎ hŦŦƛŎŜ budgetary allocation: 

 

Accreditation  
 

¢ƘŜ /ƘŀǊƭƻǘǘŜ /ƻǳƴǘȅ {ƘŜǊƛŦŦΩǎ Office is accredited through the Commission on Accreditation for Law 

Enforcement Agencies, Inc. (CALEA), the Commission for Florida Law Enforcement Accreditation, Inc. 

(CFA), and the Florida Corrections Accreditation Coalition, Inc. (FCAC). 

In January 2006, the agency streamlined the various accreditation programs by placing then under one 

Accreditation Unit, managed by Christine Goracke.  The Accreditation Unit is responsible for the regular 

review of more than 1000 standards and requirements that are appƭƛŎŀōƭŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ {ƘŜǊƛŦŦΩǎ hŦŦƛŎŜ ōȅ 

ŜƴǎǳǊƛƴƎ ǊŜǎǇƻƴǎƛōƛƭƛǘƛŜǎ ƻŦ ŜŀŎƘ ǎǘŀƴŘŀǊŘ ŀǊŜ ƳŜǘ ƻƴ ŀ ǘƛƳŜƭȅ ōŀǎƛǎ ǘƘǳǎ ƳŀƛƴǘŀƛƴƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ {ƘŜǊƛŦŦΩǎ hŦŦƛŎŜ 

as an accredited agency. 

During 2006, the Accreditation Unit prepared the Charlotte County Jail for its first reaccreditation 

assessment by administering a mock assessment in September with an on-site assessment conducted in 

December 2006.  The facility successfully achieved compliance in all areas of accreditation and will 

receive a reaccreditation award in February 2007.  In addition, policy reviews and revision are 

$36,786,235 

$1,444,954 

$16,855,053 

Law Enforcement Courts Corrections
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completed on a monthly basis ensuring the agency is in compliance.  The Accreditation Unit works 

closely with all units, divisions, and bureaus of the agency in order to continue compliance. 

 

Functions of  ÔÈÅ #ÈÁÒÌÏÔÔÅ #ÏÕÎÔÙ 3ÈÅÒÉÆÆȭÓ /ÆÆÉÃÅ 
 

 Law Enforcement  Function  
 

The functions of Law Enforcement are to protect life and property, enforce criminal laws, 

conduct criminal investigations, enforce traffic laws, maintain crowd control, and conduct other 

public safety duties as necessary.  As the Commander of the Bureau of Law Enforcement, Major 

Mark Caro is responsible for planning, supervising and coordinating the bureau operation in 

accordance with these functions; administration of all related laws, rules and regulations 

involving those sections; staffing and evaluations of division members; conducting meetings 

with allied agencies and other interested parties.  Under his purview are the Uniform Patrol 

Division, Criminal Investigations Division, Field Operations Section, and Special Operations 

Section for the CharƭƻǘǘŜ /ƻǳƴǘȅ {ƘŜǊƛŦŦΩǎ hŦŦƛŎŜΦ 

 

 Uniform Patrol Division  

  

Captain Fred Scott, Commander of the Uniform Patrol Division, directly and indirectly supervises 

sworn and non-sworn personnel assigned to the Uniform Patrol Division.  The Division consists 

of three (3) Districts Offices, Community Relations Section, and four (4) Watch Commanders. 

 District One ς West County ς 6868 San Casa Drive, Englewood, Florida 

Commanded by Lieutenant James Kenville, District One encompasses the area west of the 

Myakka River, to include surrounding waters and the barrier islands.  ¦ƴŘŜǊ [ǘΦ YŜƴǾƛƭƭŜΩǎ 

command are four (4) Sergeants, four (4) Corporals, 24 Law Enforcement Deputies, four (4) Law 

Enforcement Deputies temporarily assigned to the Street Crimes Unit, two (2) Community 

Service Aides, two (2) District Clerks, and one (1) District Secretary. 

During 2006, special events taking place in District One were the Seafood Festival, Pioneer Days, 

Lemon Bay High School Homecoming festivals, Jaycees Fourth of July fireworks display, and the 

Rotary Art Show.   

Noteworthy this year was the establishment of a temporary duty assignment for a Street Crimes 

Unit.  The purpose of the Street Crimes Unit is to concentrate on problematic areas identified by 
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intelligence operations.  Since its inception, the Street Crimes Unit has been responsible for 

numerous arrests assisting in the clearance of criminal cases. 

District Two ς Mid-County ς 3280 Tamiami Trail, Suite 505, Port Charlotte, Florida 

2006 marked the merger of the former District Two and Four offices into the new Mid-County 

District Two Office spans the areas north of the Peace River, east of the Myakka River, west of 

Interstate 75, and south of the Sarasota/Charlotte County Line.  Lieutenant Sherman Robinson, 

Mid-County Commander, is responsible for managing eight (8) Sergeants, eight (8) Corporals, 54 

Law Enforcement Deputies, four (4) Community Service Aides, seven (7) District Clerks, and one 

(1) District Secretary. 

Special events in District Two consisted of the Charlotte County March of Dimes, Charlotte 

Historical Center Pioneer Days, Holiday Season Port Charlotte Town Center Mall Patrol, Veterans 

ƻŦ CƻǊŜƛƎƴ ²ŀǊǎ ±ŜǘŜǊŀƴΩǎ 5ŀȅ tŀǊŀŘŜΣ {ǘŀǘŜ ±ŜǘŜǊŀƴǎ IƻƳŜ ±ŜǘŜǊŀƴΩǎ 5ŀȅ /ŜǊŜmony, the 

Charlotte County Fair, the Weapons of Mass Destruction Countywide Emergency Drill, the Port 

Charlotte High School Homecoming Parade, the El Jobean Christmas Parade, and the Toys for 

Tots Motorcycle Run. 

District Three ς South County ς 7474 Utilities Road, Punta Gorda, Florida 

Responsible for the areas west of Interstate 75 and south of the Peace River, District Three 

Commander Lieutenant Jerry Nicholas supervises four (4) Sergeants, four (4) Corporals, 24 Law 

Enforcement Deputies, two (2) Community Service Aides, two (2) District Clerks, and one (1) 

District Secretary. 

Held in March, the annual Charlotte County Air Show brought over 60,000 attendees to the 

ŎƻǳƴǘȅΩǎ ŀƛǊǇƻǊǘ ŀƴŘ ǎǳǊǊƻǳƴŘƛƴƎ ŀǊŜŀΦ  ¢Ƙƛǎ ǎǇŜŎƛŀƭ ŜǾŜƴǘ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƻǊŘƛƴŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ {ƘŜǊƛŦŦΩǎ 

Office personnel to provide security and traffic control throughout the event. 

нллс ŀƭǎƻ ǎŀǿ ǘƘŜ ǊŜƭƻŎŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘǎ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ CŜŘŜǊŀƭ 9ƳŜǊƎŜƴŎȅ aŀƴŀƎŜƳŜƴǘ !ƎŜƴŎȅΩǎ 

(FEMA) temporary housing complex.  In 2005, the FEMA Park was in full operation, with five (5) 

deputies assigned for security and answering calls for service generated from the Park.  The 

number of residents declined throughout the year, causing the volume of calls for service to 

significantly decrease.  The table below illustrates the percent change comparing calls for service 

generated from the FEMA Park from 2005 to 2006: 

 2005 2006 Percent Change 

Calls for Service  2898  836    -71.15% 

 

The FEMA Park closed formal operations on November 30, 2006. 
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Community Policing Section 

Under the general supervision of the Commander of the Uniform Patrol Division, Lieutenant 

Michael Anderson, Commander of the Community Relations Section, is responsible for the 

administration of Juvenile Operations, which encompasses School Resource Officers, 

SHOCAP/Gang Unit, and the Police Athletic League, Community Policing Operations, Parking 

Enforcement, Reserves, and the Explorers. 

Juvenile Operations 

 School Resource Officers 

Headed by Sergeant Donna Ogden, the School Resource Officers (SROs) are responsible 

for enforcing laws on the campuses of Charlotte County Public Schools, mentoring 

students, providing safety and security, and conducting crime prevention instruction to 

the students, faculty, and administrators of the schools.  Along with Sgt. Ogden, the unit 

consists of two (2) Corporals, 17 SROs, and one (1) Juvenile Secretary. 

In 2006, SROs participated in the Third Annual ά{ƘƻǇ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ /ƻǇέ ŜǾŜƴǘΣ мл !ƭŎƻƘƻƭ 

Compliance Operations, six (6) DUI checkpoints, a Spring Break Baseball Camp, nine (9) 

Red Ribbon Weeks, and four (4) Anti-Drug & Alcohol Concerts. 

In October and December of 2006, the SROs took part in two (2) days of service training 

where they were instructed on Active Shooter situations, firearms training, narcotics 

identification & processing, and Juvenile Sex Crimes Investigation. 

SHOCAP/Gang Unit 

The Serious Habitual Offender Comprehensive Action Program, also known as SHOCAP, 

is designed to enable juvenile-serving agencies to share information about serious or 

habitual juvenile offenders in order to a comprehensive coordination of services among 

ǘƘŜ /ƘŀǊƭƻǘǘŜ /ƻǳƴǘȅ {ƘŜǊƛŦŦΩǎ hŦŦƛŎŜΣ /ƘŀǊƭƻǘǘŜ /ƻǳƴǘȅ tǳōƭƛŎ {ŎƘƻƻƭǎΣ ǘƘŜ /ƻǳǊǘ ǎȅǎǘŜƳΣ 

ǘƘŜ {ǘŀǘŜ !ǘǘƻǊƴŜȅΩǎ hŦŦƛŎŜΣ ǘƘŜ ƧǳǾŜƴƛƭŜ ŘŜǘŜƴǘƛƻƴ ŎŜƴǘŜǊΣ ŀƴŘ IǳƳŀƴ {ŜǊǾƛŎŜǎ can be 

provided for the juveniles, whereby the community can be protected from serious 

juvenile crime.   Detective Larry Langston monitors and recommends designation of 

serious habitual juvenile offenders while also monitoring those juveniles on probation. 

Det. Langston also identifies and investigates gang and gang-like activities. 

In an effort to suppress juvenile delinquent behavior, Det. Langston presented and 

ƛƳǇƭŜƳŜƴǘŜŘ ǘƘŜ άCǊŜǎƘ {ǘŀǊǘέ tǊƻƎǊŀƳ ǿƘŜǊŜ ƘŜ ǘŀƪŜǎ ŀǘ-risk youth and gives them a 

tour of the Charlotte County Jail.  This is in an effort to show youth the punishment they 

may face if they continue on the path of delinquent and criminal behavior. 

In 2006, deputies administered 9393 SHOCAP checks on juveniles in accordance with 

their home detention sentence, a 40.97% increase from 2005 (6663 SHOCAP checks).  
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Police Athletic League 

By fostering a continued relationship between law enforcement and the youth of 

Charlotte County, the Police Athletic League (PAL) provides after school activities, 

summer camps, sports clinics, and programs by combining sports with positive message 

from a mentor/role model. 

PAL opened a new program this year in Port Charlotte, located on Gibraltar Drive.  PAL 

held a successful spring break baseball camp for area youth.  PAL also conducted a 

dinner action as well as two (2) fundraisers at area restaurants. 

 Community Policing Operations 

Responsible for managing a team of Community Policing Officers (CPOs) who identify 

community-related issues and develop solutions and programs to reduce crime and 

solve community concerns, Sergeant Jill Roguska supervises one (1) Corporal, three (3) 

CPOs, and one (1) Environmental Deputy.   

CPOs conduct community assessments using the SARA model; a problem-solving 

method where the CPOs: 

 Identify a problem,  

 Scan the situation and develop broad goals,  

 Analyze the situation by collecting relevant data while narrowing the goals to 

specific initiatives,  

 Respond to the problem by developing initiatives and carrying out plans of 

action, and  

 Assess whether the plan was effective in reducing or eliminating the problem. 

Using the SARA model, CPOs conducted 15 assessments in 2006. 

Along with SARA assessments, CPOs also serve on non-profit boards, governmental 

committees, and overseeing neighborhood watch groups. 

Sgt. Roguska is also responsible for the Community Relations where it provides crime 

prevention education, security surveys, conduct community events, fingerprint children, 

and disseminate safety material. 

Lƴ нллсΣ /ƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ wŜƭŀǘƛƻƴǎ ŎƻƴŘǳŎǘŜŘ ƛǘǎ ¢ƘƛǊŘ !ƴƴǳŀƭ ά{ƘƻǇ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ /ƻǇέ ŜǾŜƴǘ 

where 45 children participated in the event.  They also held their first Elder Abuse 

Awareness Program where 250 members of the community attended.  Along with 

{ƘǳƳŀƴΩǎ !¢! YŀǊŀǘŜΣ ƛƴ aŀȅΣ ŀ ǉǳŀǊǘŜǊƭȅ ²ƻƳŜƴΩǎ tŜǊǎƻƴŀƭ {ŀŦŜǘȅ /ƻǳǊǎŜ ǿŀǎ 

initiated. 
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Parking Enforcement 

Comprised of 19 trained volunteers, the primary responsibility of the Parking 

Enforcement Officers (PEOs) is to enforce the parking regulations as set forth by state 

statues and county ordinances.  PEOs stress education over enforcement by issuing 

warnings as we as citations to improperly parked vehicles. 

In 2006, the members of the Charlotte County Parking Enforcement donated 5200 hours 

ƻŦ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǘƛƳŜ ǘƻ ōƻǘƘ ǘƘŜ {ƘŜǊƛŦŦΩǎ hŦŦƛŎŜ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ŎƛǘƛȊŜƴǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ /ƘŀǊƭƻǘǘŜ /ƻǳƴǘȅΦ 

 Reserves 

TƘŜ ŦǳƴŎǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ wŜǎŜǊǾŜǎ ƛǎ ǘƻ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜ ǎǳǇǇƭŜƳŜƴǘŀƭ ǇŜǊǎƻƴƴŜƭ ŦƻǊ {ƘŜǊƛŦŦΩǎ hŦŦƛŎŜ 

functions and assisting in search & rescue missions.  Lead by Major James Murray, 

Reserve deputies, consisting of 14 members who are law enforcement certified, handle 

the same duties as full-time, active deputies, with full law enforcement powers. 

Members of the Reserves are an asset during special events held throughout the 

county, to include the Annual Charlotte County Air Show, DUI Checkpoints, and during 

Charlotte County Fairground events. 

 Explorers 

{ƘŜǊƛŦŦΩǎ 9ȄǇƭƻǊŜǊǎΣ ŀƭǎƻ ƳŀƴŀƎŜŘ ōȅ aŀƧΦ aǳǊǊŀȅΣ ŎƻƴŘǳŎǘ ŀ ǾŀǊƛŜǘȅ ƻŦ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳǎ ŀƴŘ 

projects; which feature training, safety, and public service.  Explorers are given 

opportunities to learn about the requirements of law enforcement careers and gaining 

work experience firsthand.  These youth, consisting of 30 individuals, participate in 

challenging and exciting projects essential to learning law enforcement activities. 

During this past year, the Explorers have grown significantly.  Some of the special events 

they worked this year include the Annual Charlotte County Air Show, the Charlotte 

/ƻǳƴǘȅ CŀƛǊΣ ²ŀƭƪ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀΣ ǘƘŜ wŜŘŦƛǎƘ ¢ƻǳǊƴŀƳŜƴǘΣ {ŀŦŜǘȅ 5ŀȅǎΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ άCǊŜǎƘ {ǘŀǊǘέ 

Program. 

Watch Commanders 

Lieutenants Ronald Chandler, Jr., Edwin Ellinwood, Rickey Hobbs, and Randall Horner direct and 

coordinate the activities of Road Patrol, Communications, and Special Operations UnitǎΩ 

activities per their assigned shift ensuring the strategic goals of the {ƘŜǊƛŦŦΩǎ Office are being 

met. 
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Criminal Investigations Division  

 

Captain Michael Savage, Commander of the Criminal Investigations Division, directly and 

indirectly supervises sworn and non-sworn personnel assigned to the Criminal Investigations 

Division.  The Division consists of the Investigations Section, Special Investigations Section, and 

the Narcotics Section. 

 Investigations Section 

Comprising of the Major Crimes Unit, Juvenile Sex Crimes Unit, District Criminal Investigations, 

ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ {ƘŜǊƛŦŦΩǎ hŦŦƛŎŜ /ǊƛƳŜ {ŎŜƴŜ ¦ƴƛǘΣ [ƛŜǳǘŜnant William Prummell is responsible for 

managing two (2) Sergeants, six (6) Corporals, two (2) Detectives, one (1) Forensic Interviewer, 

ƻƴŜ όмύ LƴǾŜǎǘƛƎŀǘƛƻƴǎ {ŜŎǊŜǘŀǊȅΣ ŀƴŘ ƻƴŜ όмύ ±ƛŎǘƛƳΩǎ !ŘǾƻŎŀǘŜ ǿƘƻ ƛǎ ŜƳǇƭƻȅŜŘ ōȅ /!w9Φ 

Major Crimes Unit & Juvenile Sex Crimes Unit 

Lead by Sergeant Edward Collins for the Major Crimes Unit and Sergeant Darin Chandler 

supervising the Juvenile Sex Crimes Unit, they investigate all death cases, to include 

homicides, suicides, accidental, suspicious, or unexpected deaths; arsons involving 

deaths; aggravated batteries where there is a likelihood of death; robberies with a 

weapon; home-invasion robberies; crimes to financial institutions where a firearm or 

the threat of a firearm is involved; sexual battery; sexual child abuse; and kidnapping.  In 

2006, the UnitsΩ opened 420 cases while closing 384.  24 cases were inactivated with 22 

ƻǇŜƴ ǿŀǊǊŀƴǘǎ ŀǘ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ ŜƴŘΦ  !ǎ ƻŦ 5ŜŎŜƳōŜǊ омΣ нллсΣ ǘƘŜǊŜ ǿŜǊŜ фт ŎŀǎŜǎ ǎǘƛƭƭ ŀŎǘƛǾŜΦ 

 District Criminal Investigations 

Members of the District Criminal Investigations Units are responsible for follow-up 

investigation on all first- and second-degree felonies, except those crimes specifically 

handled by the Uniform Patrol Division, the Narcotics Unit, the Major Crimes Unit, or 

the Juvenile Sex Crimes Unit.  District Criminal Investigations are also responsible for 

follow-up investigation on all third-degree felonies not worked by the Uniform Patrol 

Division, death investigations, aggravated assaults, serious injuries, robberies, missing 

persons after 36 hours or immediately under suspicious circumstances, detention 

facility crimes, child abuse, motor vehicle & boat thefts, arsons not involving death, 

burglaries where a battery has taken place, and thefts over one thousand dollars.  

District Criminal Investigations Units are located in each of the district offices with 

Sergeants Lloyd Sisk, John Westlake, and Walter Bates supervising Districts One, Two, 

ŀƴŘ ¢ƘǊŜŜΩǎ 5/L¦ ǊŜǎǇŜŎǘƛǾŜƭȅΦ  ¢ƘŜ ǘŀōƭŜ ōŜƭƻǿ ƛƭƭǳǎǘǊŀǘŜǎ their respective workload: 
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 District One District Two District Three 

Personnel Assigned 4 8 4 
Opened Cases 243 941 293 
Closed Cases 116 431 133 
Inactivate Cases 135 619 153 
Open Warrants 10 49 14 
Cases still active as of 
December 31, 2006 

55 96 69 

 

 Crime Scene Unit 

Dr. Ivan Kiselev directs the seven-member Crime Scene Unit, which is responsible for 

crime scene processing, laboratory processing, AFIS submissions, and direct 

comparisons.  With a hits-per-submission ratio of 4.9%, the Crime Scene Unit was able 

to make 47 positive identifications via AFIS, with another 88 positive identifications 

made during laboratory processing.  The addition of the following crime scene 

techniques and tests has greatly enhanced crime scene processing: 

 Digital photography and enhancement of digital images, 

 Serological techniques, which includes presumptive blood testing, 

 Shoe print analysis and comparison, 

 GSR presumptive testing, 

 Trace evidence examination and comparison, 

 Chemical enhancement of several substances located in shoe impressions, and  

 The development and preservation of latent impressions on many surfaces. 

Special Investigations Section 

Directing a group of deputies and civilian personnel engaged in special investigations, 

particularly in the Economic Crimes Unit, Computer Crimes Unit, Intelligence Unit, Pawn Shop 

Unit, Career Criminal Unit, Crime Analysis Unit, and Evidence Unit, Lieutenant Debbie Bowe 

supervises one (1) Sergeant, one (1) Corporal, and six (6) Detectives, one (1) Career Criminal 

Liaison, two (2) Crime Analysts, and four (4) Evidence Custodians. 

Economic Crimes Unit 

Sergeant Gary Ellsworth oversees the daily operations of the Economic Crimes Unit 

(ECU).  ECU investigates cases involving financial crimes, health care fraud, bankruptcy 

fraud, computer fraud, institutional insurance fraud, large-scale mail & wire fraud, and 

criminal tax violations.  In 2006, ECU opened 348 cases while closing 302.  32 cases were 

ƛƴŀŎǘƛǾŀǘŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ мп ƻǇŜƴ ǿŀǊǊŀƴǘǎ ŀǘ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ ŜƴŘΦ  !ǎ ƻŦ 5ŜŎŜƳōŜǊ омΣ нллсΣ ǘƘŜǊŜ ǿŜǊŜ 

165 cases still active. 
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Computer Crimes Unit 

Sgt. Ellsworth also oversees and investigates cases assigned to the Computer Crimes 

Unit, which is responsible for conducting investigations of computer-related crimes, 

computer forensic examinations supporting the Investigations and Special Investigations 

Sections, and conducting online investigations.  The Computer Crimes Unit opened 72 

ŎŀǎŜǎ ǿƘƛƭŜ ŎƭƻǎƛƴƎ туΦ  он ŎŀǎŜǎ ǿŜǊŜ ƛƴŀŎǘƛǾŀǘŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ м ƻǇŜƴ ǿŀǊǊŀƴǘ ŀǘ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ ŜƴŘ ƛƴ 

2006.  As of December 31, 2006, there were 8 cases still active. 

 Pawn Shop Unit 

The Pawn Shop Unit is responsible for inspecting pawn shops and second-hand dealers 

in the county ensuring Florida Statues relating to pawn shops are being enforced.  

Detective James Simpson works closely with area dealers to recover any reported stolen 

property that may have been pawned.  In 2006, Det. Simpson supported 130 criminal 

cases while conducting 678 hours of pawn data monitoring and transfer. 

 Career Criminal Unit 

Jerry Tollini, Liaison for the Office of the State Attorney, 20th Judicial Circuit and the 

/ƘŀǊƭƻǘǘŜ /ƻǳƴǘȅ {ƘŜǊƛŦŦΩǎ hŦŦƛŎŜΣ ŀŎǘƛǾŜƭȅ ŜǾŀƭǳŀǘŜǎ ŜŀŎƘ ŦŜƭƻƴȅ ŀǊǊŜǎǘ ŀƴŘ ŀƎƎǊŜǎǎƛǾŜƭȅ 

aids in the prosecution of all subjects who qualify for enhanced sentencing under the 

Career Criminal guidelines as stated in Florida Statute 775.08пΦ  Lƴ нллсΣ {ǘ WƻƘƴΩǎ όC[ύ 

County visited the Career Criminal Unit for procedural and operational training with Mr. 

Tollini.  The Office of the State Attorney successfully prosecuted 45 Career Criminals 

where the defendant can have his or her sentence doubled under statutory guidelines. 

 Crime Analysis Unit 

The Crime Analysis Unit is responsible for identifying crime patterns, trends, and 

problematic areas of change of criminal activity by analyzing crime data collected from 

offense reports, field interviews, and information obtained from units within the agency 

and from surrounding jurisdictions.  Crime Analysts Cesar L. Lozada and Mary J. Nieberg 

analyze date and disseminate weekly and monthly reports to District Commanders and 

Criminal Investigations Detectives in support of their operations.  An analysis of criminal 

activity and statistics is also presented to the Sheriff, Chief Deputy, and Bureau 

Commanders during a monthly CrimeStat meeting, with a written report isolating 

problematic areas of change of criminal activity to aid in developing measureable 

interventions and responses. 

In 2006, the Crime Analysis Unit visited various agencies throughout the state in order 

to revise both the CrimeStat and Intelligence meetings, respectively.  The results were a 

complete revision of the CrimeStat format where criminal incidents and response 

indicators were broken down by District.  These changes placed the responsibility for 



 

 
16 

crime suppression strategies on the District Commander while allowing for a systematic, 

objective representation of criminal activity in Charlotte County to be presented to the 

Command Staff. 

 Evidence Unit 

Supervised by Robert Stoever, the Evidence Unit is responsible and accountable for the 

control of all evidence and found or recovered property accepted by or stored in the 

evidence storage areas.  The Evidence Unit is also responsible for the disposal of all non-

evidence items.  Lƴ нллсΣ aǊΦ {ǘƻŜǾŜǊΩǎ ǳƴƛǘ ŘŜǎǘǊƻȅŜŘ мссл ǇƻǳƴŘǎ ƻŦ ƴŀǊŎƻǘƛŎǎ 

submissions and 168 firearms, while donating 240 bicycles and clothing to charitable 

organizations.  

Narcotics Section 

Lieutenant Dale Ritchhart, Commander of the Narcotics Section, supervises one (1) Sergeant, 

one (1) Corporal, and 10 Detectives with another Detective temporarily assigned to the Drug 

Enforcement Administration Task Force based in Fort Myers, Florida.  The Narcotics Section is 

responsible for most of the narcotics-related investigations taking place in Charlotte County.  Lt. 

wƛǘŎƘƘŀǊǘΩǎ ǎŜŎǘƛƻƴ ƛǎ ŀƭǎƻ ǘŀǎƪŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ƛƴǾŜǎǘƛƎŀǘƛƴƎ ǾƛŎŜ ϧ ƻǊganized crime, gambling, and 

prostitution.   

In 2006, the Narcotics Section had one of their busiest years, conducting 16 search warrants 

resulting in 32 arrests.  The Section opened and investigated 735 cases, which generated 259 

arrests and seven (7) warrants requested with another 452 tip investigations opened from 

information stemming from various types of news reports.  2006 also saw the Section 

discovering, investigating, closing down, and arresting the occupants of three (3) major 

marijuana άgrowέ houses in the Port Charlotte area.  

 

 Field Operations Section  

  

Lieutenant D. Wayne Nieberg, Field Operations Commander, supervises sworn personnel 

assigned to the Field Operations Section.  The Section consists of the Canine Unit and the Traffic 

Unit.  These Units are comprised of two (2) Sergeants, four (4) Corporals, and 12 Deputies 

between the units.  Lt. Nieberg serves as the conduit for both the Crisis Negotiation Team and 

the Special Weapons and Tactics (SWAT) Team to Maj. Caro when these ancillary units are 

activated. 

 Canine Unit 

Managed by Sergeant James Nichols, the Canine Unit searches for narcotics, criminal 

suspects, and lost persons while supporting other units within the agency.  When the 
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seven-member team is not assisting in uniform patrol and agency operations, they 

coordinate and put on canine demonstrations at area schools and community functions. 

In 2006, the Canine Unit hosted ǘƘŜ ¦ƴƛǘŜŘ {ǘŀǘŜǎ tƻƭƛŎŜ /ŀƴƛƴŜ !ǎǎƻŎƛŀǘƛƻƴΩǎ ό¦{t/!ύ 

Regional Field Trials.  Our Canine Unit had two teams in the top ten, of which one placed 

first in detention certification.  The team of Deputy First Class Emmitt Merritt and 

/ŀƴƛƴŜ ά[ƛōŜǊǘȅέ ǿŀǎ ǘƘŜ ǊǳƴƴŜǊ ǳǇ ǘŜŀƳ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ DƻǾŜǊƴƻǊǎ !ǿŀǊŘ ŦƻǊ /ŀƴƛƴŜ ¢ǊŀŎƪƛƴƎ 

Team of the Year.  This is the first year DFC Merritt placed second, having won this 

award the previous two years.   

¢ƘŜ ǘŜŀƳ ƻŦ 5C/ wƻƴƴƛŜ tǊŜǎǎƭŜȅ ŀƴŘ /ŀƴƛƴŜ ά{ŀƳƳȅέ ǊŜŎŜƛǾŜŘ ǘƘŜ ǘƻǇ ŀǿŀǊŘ ŦƻǊ 

Region One for the second quarter in 2006 from the USPCA. 

нллс ŀƭǎƻ ǎŀǿ ǘƘŜ /ƘŀǊƭƻǘǘŜ /ƻǳƴǘȅ {ƘŜǊƛŦŦΩǎ hŦŦƛŎŜ ŀŎǉǳƛǊŜ its second bloodhound, 

ƴŀƳŜŘ ά.ŀǊōŀǊŀ !ƴƴέ ǿƘƻ ƛǎ ƘŀƴŘƭŜŘ ōȅ 5C/ 5ŜǊȅƪ !ƭŜȄŀƴŘŜǊΦ  ά.ŀǊōŀǊŀ !ƴƴέ ǿŀǎ 

donated to the Canine Unit by the Cody Snodgrass Foundation. 

Category Total Count 

Complaints Assigned 1367 
Arrests 57 
Citations 183 
Warnings 666 
Backups 3511 
Total Searches 500 
Total Finds 128 
Agency Assists 167 
Canine Demonstrations 27 
Callouts 43 
School Searches 16 
Bloodhound Callouts 17 

 

 Traffic Unit 

The Traffic Unit enforces laws governing 

traffic throughout the county and 

conduct operations in areas identified as 

dangerous or that need attention.  

Operations include, but are not limited 

to, Driving under the Influence (DUI) 

checkpoints, traffic signal and devise 

compliance, and selected areas where a 

radar trailer is positioned.  The 11-

member unit, supervised by Sergeant 

Kenrick Roguska, assists with the daily 
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and special operations in conjunction with other units in the agency.     

During 2006, the Traffic Unit completed 12 DUI checkpoints, resulting in 51 DUI arrests.  

The Traffic Unit also assisted the Narcotics Section with tips, buy/busts, and search 

warrants.  From traffic stops, the street value of narcotics seized and removed for 

circulation is estimated to be $11970.50.  Some members were also assigned to 

temporary duty in support ƻŦ ǘƘŜ {ǘǊŜŜǘ /ǊƛƳŜǎ ¦ƴƛǘǎΩ ƛƴƛǘƛŀǘƛǾŜǎΦ 

Category Total Count 

Vehicles Stopped 6812 
Citations 4439 
Warnings 4878 
Felony Arrests 51 
Misdemeanor Arrests 295 
Warrant Arrests 59 
Narcotics Arrests 62 
TOTAL ARRESTS 405 

   

 Crisis Negotiation Team 

The members of the Crisis Negotiation Team perform the unique function of negotiating 

the surrender of barricaded persons, hostage takers, suicidal persons, and the successful 

release of hostages.  These duties require specially selected and trained members of the 

/ƘŀǊƭƻǘǘŜ /ƻǳƴǘȅ {ƘŜǊƛŦŦΩǎ hŦŦƛŎŜ ǿƘƻ ŀǊŜ ŀŘŜǇǘ ƛƴ ŘŜŀƭƛƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ ǎǳǎǇŜŎǘǎ ƻǊ ƘƻǎǘŀƎŜǎ ƛƴ 

crisis situations.  The Crisis Negotiation Team consists of one (1) Lieutenant, two (2) 

Sergeants, three (3) Corporals, and one (1) Deputy, all of whom are members of the 

Florida Association of Hostage Negotiators. 

In 2006, the Crisis Negotiation Team responded to five (5) reported incidents: 

Incident Number Date Address Situation 

06-002885 February 7 3314 Acline Rd Barricade 
06-017655 August 23 510 Tam O Shanter Ln Barricade 
06-018123 August 28 6369 Scott St Barricade 
06-018272 August 31 3455 Knox Terr Barricade 
06-025443 December 6 4057 Rose Arbor Cir Search for Shooting Suspect 

 

Two other incidents were reported, but were resolved prior to the Crisis Negotiation 

¢ŜŀƳΩǎ ŀǊǊƛǾŀƭ ƻƴ ǎŎŜƴŜΦ 
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 Special Operations Section  

  

Lieutenant Andrew Kolba, III, Special Operations Commander, supervises sworn personnel 

assigned to the Field Operations Section.  The Special Operations Section consists of the Aviation 

Unit and the Marine Patrol Unit.  These Units are comprised of one (1) Corporal, two (2) 

Deputies First Class, two (2) non-certified Pilots, and two (2) non-certified Mechanics between 

the units.  Lt. Kolba also oversees both the Mounted Patrol Unit and the Dive/Rescue Unit when 

these ancillary units are activated. 

 Aviation Unit 

The Aviation Unit, supervised by Chief Pilot Mark Brownie, conducts daily patrols in 

search of illegal trash dumping, abandoned vehicles & vessels, and suspicious persons & 

vehicles in suppƻǊǘ ƻŦ ƎǊƻǳƴŘ ǳƴƛǘǎΩ ƛƴƛǘƛŀǘƛǾŜǎ ŀƴŘ ŀŎǘƛǾƛǘƛŜǎΦ 

In 2006, the Aviation Unit started a night shift on Friday and Saturday nights between 

the hours of 1700 and 0100 the following morning.  During these operations, the 

Aviation Unit have assisted ground units on 

complaints and several searches by directing units 

to several vehicles, persons, and other suspicious 

activity. 

The Aviation Unit has also provided aerial support 

for the Charlotte County Commissioners and 

dignitaries from 22 Federal, State, and Local 

agencies.  The Unit has received several letters of 

commendation and appreciation from these 

agencies for the service it provides for the citizens 

of Charlotte County. 

 Marine Patrol Unit 

Headed by Corporal Brent Hertenlehner, the Marine Patrol Unit is dedicated to 

providing safe waterways for the citizens and visitors of Charlotte County.  The Unit 

patrols 184 square miles of waterways, which include lakes, rivers, canals, the inter-

coastal waterway, 12 miles into the Gulf of Mexico, and the second largest harbor in 

Florida.  In Charlotte County, the Marine Patrol Unit is the primary backup for the 

United States Coast Guard in response to calls for watercrafts in distress, drug 

interdiction, and assisting in Homeland Security operations. 

Throughout the year, the Marine Patrol Unit provided assistance and security for the 

ESPN Red Fish Tournament, the Punta Gorda Freedom Swim, the Punta Gorda Christmas 


