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January 27, 2017 

Employees and Volunteers Recognized with Awards 
LE Member of the Month, Deputy Christopher Hipp 

Support Services Member of the Month, June Scopino 

Detention of the Month, Corrections Deputy Benson Prosper 

December 18th at about 12:27 a.m. Deputy Christopher Hipp was dispatched to Brinson Ave-

nue Apartments regarding a public assist complaint. Jean Beland, who is elderly and lives alone, 

called to report flooding in her apartment.  Deputy Hipp assessed the situation to find a large 

amount of water covering the floor throughout the apartment and water gushing out of the hot 

water heater.  He was able to turn the valves off and stopped the water.  Deputy Hipp then 

inspected the damage and found a lot of electrical wiring submerged.  He immediately helped 

Jean out of the apartment for her safety and called for Charlotte County Fire and EMS to assess 

the potential hazard. They all helped to clean up a majority of the water with mops and buck-

ets.  Deputy Hipp remained on scene with Jean, as she was distraught over her situation and did 

not know what she could do, being on a fixed income and no family or friends in the area.  Dep-

uty Hipp made contact with Roto-Rooter Plumbing who also came to her rescue with a dis-

counted new water heater. Jean was very pleased with Deputy Hipp as are we.   

In December, Deputy Benson Prosper assisted Escorts with searching C-2 and F-1.  During 
these searches, he located a bag of apples, another bag of apple pieces, destroyed county 
property, a grease pencil, and a BIC lighter.  All these items resulted in disciplinary sanctions 
for Possession of Contraband. He responded to three emergencies within the Detention Cen-
ter. One of these incidents was a suicide attempt, at which he showed poise and clarity beyond 
his years of experience.  Deputy Prosper has always wanted to get into law enforcement.  He 
grew up in Haiti, and at the age of 15 moved to the United States., still wanting to work in law 
enforcement so he could be a role model. He paid his own way to the Corrections Academy 
and decided that Charlotte County was the place to work.  Deputy Prosper joined CCSO Sep-
tember 28, 2015 and set goals to achieve.  One of his goals has been completed, that being 
selected to join the Corrections Emergency Response Team.  He has shown drive and initiative 
as well as being an example for his fellow staff members to follow. 

 June started her career with the CCSO Family in December 2004 as an Information Systems 

Support Specialist.  In 2011 she was transferred to a Records Specialist 2 and in 2013 she was 

promoted to Logistics Specialist and Alarm Coordinator.  June has done an exceptional job of 

keeping our buildings well maintained, in addition to keeping the alarm database up-to-date.  

Anyone who has come in contact with June has experienced her fun-loving, jovial spirit.  It does 

not matter what is going on in June’s life, because she always has a smile to share and a willing-

ness to help others.  This was evident this past month when June had to make a tough decision 

to retire from CCSO.  After making this very difficult decision she offered to come to work so 

she could assist us with finding and training her replacement.  Also we will be using a new alarm 

database.  Her help had been instrumental in bringing about a smooth transitions.  Best wishes 

from us all. 
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Detective of the month 
Ernest Boss 

CCSO Star News 

    20 Years of Service 

Top to Bottom: Corporal Jennifer 
Starowesky, DFC Brian Roman 
and Sgt. Brent Hertenlehner 

Top to Bottom: Sgt. “A-Rod”     
Rodriguez, DFC Richard Carley, 
Corporal Aron Doyle,  DFC Nathan 
Edwards, and CDFC Kevin Platz  

Ever since Detective Ernest Boss became 
a member of CIU, he has been a team 
player and someone from whom even 
the experienced detectives seek tech-
nical advice.  This past December Detec-
tive Boss investigated a string of un-
locked vehicle burglaries that involved 
processing several crime scenes in two 
different districts.  The K-9 unit tracked 
down a suspect with a history of vehicle 
burglaries, and who is on juvenile proba-
tion.  When Detective Boss and Detec-
tive Fox interviewed the suspect, not 
only did they obtain information further 
linking the suspect to the crimes under 
investigation, but they used items in his 
possession to link him to other crimes 
that included armed burglaries.  With 
the suspect now age 18, Detective Boss 
worked diligently to bring charges 
against him, and the subsequent arrests 
resulted in no bond on several charges, 
and bonds totaling $400,000 on the re-
maining charges.  But Detective Boss 
didn’t stop there, and on December 23 
while monitoring jail phone calls for 
more information on the suspect, he 
learned that another inmate was using 
the suspect’s PIN to make calls.  Detec-
tive Boss developed probable cause 
against the inmate for witness tamper-
ing.   A confession was forthcoming.  
Detective Boss is thorough in his work, 
and is always willing to step beyond the 
call of duty.  For a job well done and for 
many other reasons, Detective Boss is  
Detective of the Month within the Crim-
inal Investigations Unit.   

15 Years of Service 

Top to bottom: Corporal Robert 
Conant and Kenneth Skupien 
 

   10 Years of Service 
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Want to receive the CCSO Star News by email?  Send your request with your email 
address to:  CommunityAffairs@ccso.org  

We will add you to the distribution list! Send your good news to us at 
CommunityAffairs@ccso.org as well. 

January 27, 2017 

Ruth Vital-Hebert 
Volunteer of the Month 

Volunteers’ Corner 

CCSO Star News 

It’s graduation night at the Citizens’ 
Police Academy, and when dinner is 
served on china plates on attractive 
table cloths, it’s obvious that Ruth is 
behind the scene to help enhance the 
academy experience.  “I try to add 
some class to the event because I 
truly believe the Academy deserves 
it,” she says, explaining that this is 
how the Sheriff gets his message out 
to inform and educate the public on 
the working of the agency.  “It’s mind-
blowing, how people from various 
departments present this infor-
mation,” she said.  While Ruth is avail-
able to help out with any phase of the 
Academy, the feels that the gradua-
tion is on a grander scale and she likes 
to crank up the “grand” a notch or 
two.  As part of her ongoing work, 
Ruth sees that the offices of the agen-
cy have volunteer help.  “We have 
about 30 volunteers in administration 
and I try to place them for maximum 
efficiency.  I work with a couple other 
volunteers in Evidence, scanning and 
filing property receipts and lab re-
ports, helping out Ken wherever we 
can.”  Ruth has two sons working in 
law enforcement in Massachusetts—
one with the state police and the oth-
er with the department of correc-
tions.  When she decided to start vol-
unteering a few years ago, CCSO was 
her logical choice.  “And I’ve enjoyed 
every moment ever since.” 

5 years of Service 

DFC Louis Ciolino and Corporal Amanda 
Vutsinas 

New Hires Left to right:  Joshua Muse, Robert Robbins, Matthew Wedgewood and 
Kaylee Miller.   All are now Certified Law Enforcement Deputies. 

New Hires 

DFC Jessica Bryant and Deputy Christo-
pher Hartmanstorfer 
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Save the Date 

 

 

 

For over 30 years, the Center for Abuse and 

Rape Emergencies has been working with 

victims and survivors of domestic violence and 

sexual assault. 

*** YOU can help. *** 

Call (941) 639-5499 to find out how to attend a 

FREE training. 
 

 

 

 

 

Relay for Life  
WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 8, 2017 

PAINTING WITH A TWIST – Port Charlotte Location 
Hours – 7pm-9pm  Cost – 35.00 
Registration Passcode: RELAY 
Registration link: http://www.paintingwithatwist.com/events/viewevent.aspx?
eventID=1026390       
THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 16, 2017 
Visani’s  
Tickets: $10.00 (ALL TICKET SALES PROCEEDS GO TO OUR CCSO RELAY TEAM) 
Must Purchase two items off of the menu 
Comedian: Greg Morton                
Please send all ticket Sales to Captain Turney, Nicole Reynolds, or Megan Zawacki 

01/27 to 
02/05 
02/03 
02/04 
02/11  
02/16 
3/1 

Char. Co. Fair Fairgrounds 
 
Quarterly Awards Yacht Club 
Pantyhose Free Zone—Cultural Center 
Special Olympics Polar Plunge 
Quarter Auction Project Lifesaver and Explorer Scouts 
Tip O Cop, Longhorn Steakhouse —Special Olympics 
 

$$  Fraternal Order of Police scholarship $$ 

There are two Fraternal Order of Police scholarship applications.  The Star 
and Shield application is intended to assist children of FOP members who 
are seeking to attend Law Enforcement or Corrections Academy.  The 
George Webster Memorial application is intended to assist children of FOP 
members who are attending a college or university.  There are several differ-
ent scholarships drawn from this application.  If interested, please contact 
Det. Ernest Boss, Lt Keri DeHart or Lt Joe Gaudette.  All applications must be 
postmarked from our lodge by February 1, 2017.  HURRY, HURRY… 

http://www.paintingwithatwist.com/events/viewevent.aspx?eventID=1026390
http://www.paintingwithatwist.com/events/viewevent.aspx?eventID=1026390
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Next edition: 
February 24, 2017 

CCSO February Birthdays 

January 27, 2017 CCSO Star News 

Henry Schmidt served on the Char-
lotte County Sheriff’s Office from 
1983 until 2005.  He is enjoying re-
tirement and spends a lot of his time 
fishing.  His favorite fishing compan-
ion is retired CCSO Major  Mac 
McLeod. They enjoy traveling to 
both Highlands and Osceola counties 
searching for the elusive lunker 
bass.   Henry also enjoys going to the 
range at least once a week, hanging 
out at the local gun shop, collecting 
antique tools  and building his own 
fishing lures. He states "If I have any 
‘words of wisdom’  it would be that 
after you retire, hold tight to the 
friends you made at the department 
and cherish them. The ones I could 
hold on to have become the most 
valuable things in my life.” 

Life after Retirement 
Henry Schmidt  MIDEA, DOMENICO 

 NEADS, DANIEL 

 THOMPSON, JODI 

 COURTNEY, PATRICK 

 KALOSIS, GREGORY 

 PATTEN, JACOB 

 MARTIN, AMY 

 ROLLAND, KENNETH 

 BECK, RONALD 

 BENNETT, JEFFRY 

 PAILLE, DUSTIN 

 THAMES, CASEY 

 ULRICH, DONALD 

 VERGARA, WILLIAM 

 FIGUEROA, FRANCISCO 

 GRAHAM, ALICIA 

 WATSON, BRENT 

 CIOLINO, LOUIS 

 HAMP, JOHN 

 SADLER, JOHN 

 SACCO, ALFRED 

 LINDSEY, MICHAEL 

 STAUB, DANIEL 

 BOVEY, TAYLOR 

 MUIRHEAD, DUSTIN 

 MUSE, SR, JOSHUA 

 COX, DAVID 

 DAVOLI, SEAN 

 MAHORIVSKYY, OLEH 

 WILLIAMS, AARON 

 FRIAS, KAREN 

 SHOCK, JOSEPH 

 EILERMAN, JOSEPH 

 ENGELAUF, SHANE 

 MANFREDO, ROSE 

 BARTOLOTTA, HEATHER 

 COTE, JOSHUA 

 FARIAS, MONICA 

 CLINTON, PATRICK 

 PILOTO, MATTHEW 

 TOLMAN, FRANCINE 

 MARKLIN, CHARLES 

 ANDERSON, LEE 

 CARTER, HERMAN 

 GREAVES, PHILLIP 

 LEONARD, ALEYA 

 OWENS, NICHOLAS 

 ARMSTEAD, BRETT 

 REYES, YARITZA 

 FREITAS, ANTHONY 

 MORAGHAN, JOHN 

 OGDEN, ERIC 

 PARRIS, KRISTINA 

 SARGENT, KEITH 

 SCHAEFER, ZACHARY 

 COLEMAN, DOUGLAS 

 SWETAVAGE, MICHAEL 

 WEDGEWOOD, MICHAEL 

 YOUNG, DIANE 

 BARAS, SHAUN 

 COLLINS, GARLAND 

Standing left to right: Michael Wil-
liams, CCSO, Chief Tom Lewis, PGPD, 
Cheryl Houpt, Sarasota PD. Seated 
Left to Right: Gloria Sepanik, PGPD, 
Giselle Oquendo-Eisenhaur, CCSO 
and Dawn Radick, Venice PD.  All of 
the above attended a Regional Ac-
creditation Meeting hosted by Punta 
Gorda Police department.   

Celebrating Officer Appreciation 
day on January 12th.Meadow Park 
Elementary presented the staff 
with this personalized gift. 

Dropped off at D-3 
by a lovely lady.  In 
addition to the 
thank you card, 
she left two  
Domino's Pizza gift 
cards. 

5 K Run Recipients: Peace River 
Wildlife, Callie Stahl,  with Luna the 
Screech Owl, Christine Tetreault,  
Rogers Rescue Ranch, Tina Garrett, 
and Matt Venaleck South West 
Florida Horse Rescue,  Sheriff Bill 
Prummell, Diana Mitchell, and Lin-
da Watts, Animal Welfare League 
and Flynn, a 3 year  old American 
Staffordshire mix . 

Captain Darin Chandler received a 
Special Recognition Award from 
Sheriff Prummell for his work during 
the past hurricane season. 

Lt. Todd Davis received recognition 
from the University of Louisville’s 
Southern Police Institute for excel-
lent work .  Good Job. 

Want to receive the CCSO Star News by email?  Send your request with your email address to:  
CommunityAffairs@ccso.org   We will add you to the distribution list! Send your good news to 
us at CommunityAffairs@ccso.org as well. 

TRAUTMAN, DAVID 


