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March 31, 2017 

Employees and Volunteers Recognized with Awards 

LE Member of the Month, DFC Travis Steyskal 

Support Services Member of the Month, Maria Rivera 

Detention Member of the Month, CDFC Tamara Sanders 

CDFC Tamara Sanders is consistently a hard worker and diligent to her duties wherever she is  
posted whether in a pod, or escort duties or outside the facility on a hospital detail.  She has 
found multiple items of contraband because she conducts random searches throughout the 
facility.  She uses her interpersonal skills when interacting and communicating with the inmate 
population, assisting when needed; yet she doesn’t hesitate to hold all of them accountable 
for their actions when warranted.  She rises to any challenge or task she is given and sees them 
to their completion while never complaining.  While monitoring housing units she pays 
attention to the inmate population, often putting a stop to issues before they can begin.  CDFC 
Sanders is a hard worker, maintains a positive attitude and is a valuable team member on her 
squad.  Her dedication to her duties also demonstrates her commitment to her team on C-
Squad as she acts and performs with our agency’s core values of Integrity, Professionalism and 
Trust foremost in her mind.  Sanders is an asset to C-Squad , our bureau and our agency. 

I want to tell you about my experience with Maria Rivera, Sgt. Arod Rodriguez.  I have been 
working on learning how to develop new queries using SQL / ACISS Report Builder.  At the 
beginning of this process, I reached out to Maria Rivera for assistance. She is an amazing 
member of our team. She took the time to break down every step for me and even after multiple 
phone calls; she kept a friendly and pleasant demeanor. (And trust me; I know she is busy, as I 
heard her boss (Dennis) constantly gives her stuff to do). But even with all that, she made me 
feel like I was her main priority. Even when we hit a roadblock, she stated she would find a 
solution and call me back. Well, minutes later, I got a call back. Just amazing. 

Maria’s supervisor, Dennis Thompson, states that this is by no means an isolated incident, but 
is an example of the feedback I receive for Maria on a regular basis.  Maria’s responsiveness to 
members’ needs, attention to detail to make sure that their issues are resolved, positive 
attitude and sense of humor in dealing with any issue are hallmarks of her behavior that are 
consistently recognized by every member of the agency she encounters, as well as by her co-
workers in MIS.   

DFC Travis Steyskal was off-duty on February 5th when he was in the Town Center Mall and 
noticed three suspicious individuals enter Victoria’s Secret. Later, he saw the three leave the 
mall with shopping bags with logos not from any mall retailers.  Recalling faces from 
previously issued BOLOs, he confronted the three.  When DFC Steyskal identified himself as an 
off-duty deputy, one of the suspects dropped his bag and ran across the parking lot into a blue 
VW Jetta.  Steyskal detained one of the other suspects until on-duty LEOs arrived.  With 
Central alerted to the car, the other two were caught in a traffic stop as they attempted to 
leave the area.  DFC Steyskal’s vigilance resulted in the arrest of three individuals on multiple 
charges.  More than $2400 worth of merchandise was shoplifted, and another $2500 in 
suspected stolen property was found in the getaway car.  DFC Steyskal’s alertness and timely 
actions are an example of his commitment to maintain the Mission, Vision, and Core Values of 
the Charlotte County Sheriff’s Office.  District II Squad B is to be commended for the prompt, 
clear and concise radio transmissions that were vital to a successful outcome. 
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5 years of Service 

Want to receive the CCSO Star 
News by email?   

Send your request with your email 
address to:  

CommunityAffairs@ccso.org 
We will  add you to the distribution 

list!  
Send your good news to us at 
CommunityAffairs@ccso.org  

CCSO Star News 

10 years of Service  

DFC Wade Beasley CDFC Domenico Midea 

15 years of Service 

Left to right: Melissa Knight-Strickland, Erica Therrian, Andres Acebo, Patricia Jury, 
Hector Oquendo, back row left to right Geidy Bermudez, George Haray, Rachael 
Yerger.  Welcome aboard 

Kary Brese 

25 years of Service 

New Hire 

Deputy Austin Oskey 

Lt. Randal Whitney 

DFC Nancy Henshaw DFC Kenneth Rolland 

New Hires 

 World Autism 
Awareness 
Day  April 2     
World Autism 
Month-April 
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During February 2017, Detective 

Christopher Burn made eight arrests, 

filed for an arrest warrant of a ninth 

subject and has an open probable cause 

affidavit for a tenth subject.  While 

working on one stolen firearm case, 

Detective Burn got a witness to make a 

controlled phone call to the suspect 

who gave up the location of the 

firearm.  A confession led to the 

recovery of the loaded, stolen firearm.  

In another incident, Detective Burn was 

monitoring jail phone calls of a burglary 

suspect and noticed the subject was 

making third-party contact with the 

suspect’s girlfriend in violation of a no-

contact order, resulting in an arrest.  

Detective Burn linked a grand theft case 

from a Walmart with two other similar 

cases, thus leading to the arrest of two 

individuals and stopping the retail theft 

ring in three of the four districts in 

Charlotte County.  Also, while 

investigating a beehive theft case, he 

established probable cause to arrest the 

suspect, recover the stolen property 

and seize the suspect’s $30,000 truck.  

Detective Burn, along with the 

Agricultural Deputy, is linking the 

suspect to other beehive thefts in 

Charlotte County.  His initiative and high 

production are to be commended. 

DFC Scott James has officially retired 
from active service after 30+ years of 
law enforcement.  Here Sheriff Bill 
Prummell honors DFC James with his 
retirement credentials and his 
service weapon.  DFC Scott will 
always be a part of the CCSO Family 
and we wish him the very best in his 
retirement. 

June Scopino joined CCSO in 2004 and 
has served in many capacities.  Everyone 
at headquarters agreed we will miss her 
sunny disposition, but wish her the best 
in her future.  She is very active in her 
church and has chosen to give her gift in 
their good works.  Don’t be a stranger, 
June. 

It was a dual retirement ceremony 
March 21st with Corporal Leonard 
“Lenny” Preveate and his K-9 partner 
Akki retiring from CCSO.  Lenny had 29 
years of distinguished service in the 
Sheriff’s Office and Akki had 4 + years 
of faithful and devoted service.  Akki 
was unable to attend the festivities as 
he already started living a dog’s life.  
They will both be missed but we wish 
them all the best in their retirement.  
Enjoy, as you both have earned it. 

March 31 , 2017 CCSO Star News 

Detective of the Month 
Christopher Burn 

Retirements 
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Harbor Nissan  
Gives Back 

CCSO Star News 

Heck Family Fun 

On March 8th representatives from the 
Charlotte County Sheriff’s Employee 
Assistance Fund accept a generous 
donation of $5,000 from the Harbor 
Nissan Gives Back Program:  left to 
right, Nikki Auger, Jessica Glazier, Kevin 
Lafley, Sgt. Diane Young, Laurie Brown, 
and representing Harbor Nissan, 
Virginia Byrd. 

Above are the members of the Charlotte County Sheriff’s Office who recently 
completed the third and final phase of the Dynamics of Supervision class from Florida 
Gulf Coast University.  Seen here are from left to right: Sheriff Bill Prummell, Debra 
Maikowski, Records Unit Supervisor, DFC Stephen Burke, Community Policing Officer, 
Shelbie Lister, Warrants clerk, Laurie Brown, Finance Supervisor, David Gensimore, 
Road Patrol Sergeant and Gail Gamble, Corrections Sergeant and trainer, Charles A. 
Brox, Jr.,   This must make them honorary FGCU Eagles! 

Lt. John Heck’s wife, Katie Heck, completed the Princess half marathon at Walt 
Disney World for the 4th year as a fundraising runner for Children’s Miracle Network 
Hospitals this past weekend. As charity runner for the organization since the birth of 
their premature twins, Katie has raised over $5,000 for the organization. Her twin 
boys serve as regional ambassadors for CMN Hospitals, raising awareness about 
premature birth and the Neonatal ICU. This year, John and the twins held the finish 
line for the race with Miss America, the Global Goodwill Ambassador for the 
organization.  

FGCU Course  
Graduates 

Dale Phillips 
Zonta Woman of the 

Year 

Dale Phillips, Crime Prevention 
Specialist, was honored as “Woman of 
the Year” by the Zonta Club of Punta 
Gorda-Port Charlotte.  Zonta Club is a 
global club that empowers women 
through service and advocacy.  Ms. 
Phillips was honored at the Yellow Rose 
Luncheon for her commitment as a 
community leader for women and the 
positive impact she has made.  Way to 
go Dale! 
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George Pish 
Volunteer of the Month 

Volunteers’ Corner 

CCSO Star News 

When “payday” comes around, 
George feels like a rich man, even 
though he can’t cash appreciation; he 
can’t deposit job satisfaction; and he 
can’t make a car payment with friend-
ship.  About five years ago when 
George picked up a volunteer applica-
tion at D-2, he had no experience in 
law enforcement.  “I worked for 37 
years in the packing industry around 
Rochester and Buffalo, so volunteer-
ing at a sheriff’s office was an entirely 
new learning experience and one that 
would build some great friendships 
for me,” he explains.  George has 
helped with the Volunteer Academy, 
a 40-hour training program available 
to new volunteers, as well as provid-
ing field training to those in the C.O.P. 
unit.  His primary duties are that the 
Volunteer Marine Unit and Citizen 
Observation Patrol (C.O.P.) “Either 
way, it’s observe and report.  On the 
canals I look for abandoned or 
wrecked boats  - anything that’s an 
obstruction or a hazard to navigation, 
or anything that looks suspicious or 
out of place.  On the road I help with 
traffic control at accidents or  around 
special events.  And I’m in areas that 
need police presence.  I’m pleased by 
the appreciation I get from the public 
and from the CCSO.  It’s an organiza-
tion with high morals, I hope to be 
part of it for a long time to come.” 
 
Authored By 
David Trautman, volunteer 

Dancing with the Charlotte Stars, a 
benefit for the Arts and Humanities of 
Charlotte County, crown a new winner, 
our own Captain Norm Wilson with his 
dancing partner Kathleen Candales, of 
Higher Ground Performing Arts.  We all 
had confidence in your dancing abilities.   

Capt. Norm Wilson 
1st Place Winner 

See  the before, after and aerial  photos 
of  our new District I Office on 
Willmington Blvd., Englewood., March 
2017 vs. September 2016.  They are 
getting ready to move in soon.  They 
will be leaving behind the old D-1 office 
space of approximately 2,600 square 
feet and occupying  the new location 
that has approximately 12,000 square 
feet.   

Coming soon  
District I new offices 
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Community Policing at its best 

The Charlotte County Sheriff’s Office Community Policing Officers recently registered over 100 golf carts for the residents of the 
Village of Holiday Lakes.  This program helps in identifying the owners of those carts in the event that they are lost or stolen. Left: 
DFC Steven Burke in the forefront with DFC Bill Miller behind. 

Charlotte Sun 
Letter to the Editor, March 13, 2017 

 
Police Academy a great experience 
Editor: 
Perhaps you are not aware of what our Charlotte County Sheriff’s deputies do to protect us on a daily basis. If you are interest-
ed in learning more about how and where our tax dollars are spent, then may I suggest you attend the eight-week course (one 
class weekly) of the Citizens Police Academy and be amazed as well as enlightened. 
As participants you have the opportunity to witness many facets of training, tour the County Jail, ride with an officer on duty, 
learn about drugs, forensics, 911, K-9s, SWAT, the list goes on and on. After attending these classes you can’t help but go away 
with a much better understanding and greater respect for each and every one of the officers on our Charlotte County Sheriff’s 
force. 
I recently graduated from Class #56 and can’t begin to express my gratitude to the officers, administrators and volunteers who 
give of their time to make this academy successful. 
The classes are a community service, free of charge, open to residents whether full time or seasonal, and upon completion 
you may, if desired, apply to be a volunteer. What a way to give back to our community. 
There are several classes each year and you can obtain more information by contacting the Charlotte County Sheriff’s Office. 
Ruth Brooks 
Punta Gorda 

January 9-10, 2017 Basic Patrol Rifle Class Participants (left 
to right) Deputy Sean Adams, Deputy Joshua Cote, Deputy 
Taylor Bovey, DFC Adam Herrey, DFC Joseph Resty, DFC 
Louis Ciolino, Deputy Michael Korpolinski, Deputy Kaddeem 
Myrie, Deputy Tony Soltis, Deputy Adam Campbell, Sgt. 
Brent Hertenlehner.  This is a 20 hour course that gives 
them basic training and qualifies them on the patrol rifle. 

February 27-28, 2017 Basic Patrol Rifle Class Participants (left to 
right) Deputy Christopher Hipp, Deputy Brooke Dooley, Deputy 
Kaylee Miller, Deputy Steven Giambri, Deputy Thomas Barker, 
Deputy Joshua Muse, Sgt. Brent Hertenlehner, back row, (left to 
right) Cpl. Corey Schaefer, Deputy Seth Pelfrey, Deputy Austin 
Oskey, Deputy Robert Robbins, Deputy Matthew Wedgewood. 
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March 31 , 2017 CCSO Star News 

Martha Martin served CCSO for 23 
1/2 years rising to the position of 
Records Supervisor, retiring in 
2012. Martha is serving as the 
Administrative Assistant to  
Englewood Helping Hand501(c)
(3).  She has been there for 3+ 
years.  Martha states that this has 
been one of the most awesome 
experiences ever.  She meets people 
from all walks of life; sadly most are 
in very desperate situations.    EHH is 
able to help with food, rent, electric 
and water bills, to name a few.  They 
have supplied bicycles to those who 
cannot afford a vehicle.  At times, 
they will tailor specific funds to meet 
the various needs of individuals and 
families in crisis.  Martha says, 
"working at EHH has been an 
incredibly rewarding experience.  I 
am able to provide encouragement, 
and to direct people to other 
agencies that can  help 
further."   Englewood Helping Hand 
is supported by various funding 
venues, including many churches 
and private donations.  If anyone 
would like to contribute to 
Englewood Helping Hand, please 
send your donations to:  700 E. 
Dearborn St., Englewood, FL 
34223.  Your financial assistance will 
be greatly appreciated.  A personal 
note from Martha; my husband and 
I are blessed to be healthy and 
happy, and it has been a very 
rewarding and fulfilling 
'retirement'.  I would like to wish all 
of my fellow CCSO family a very 
happy and healthy life in your future 
endeavors.  And if I can give just a 
few words of wisdom; the ultimate 
happiness resides in knowing that, in 
some way, God gives all of us the 
opportunity to love, care for and 
help others in our own little corner 
of the world. 
 
Until the next update, 
Major Sherman Robinson 
     (CCSO Retired) 

Life after Retirement 
Martha Martin 

Auntie Giselle Oquendo and Grandpa 
Hector Oquendo wanted to share the 
great news of their expanding family.  
The newest addition is Ella Dia Badilla, 
named after her Grandmother Edia, 
born March 2, 2017 18 inches and 6lbs. 
15 oz.   Mommy Danielle Oquendo-
Badilla and Daddy Rory Badilla, you 
have a beautiful baby. 

Baby News 

 DANIELS, JEFFERY 

 EGGLETON, COLIN 

 SMITH, GENA 

 GRIFFIN, PETER 

 NEWTON, JOSEPH 

 PEACOCK, THOMAS 

 BURKE, LANCELOT 

 FARLEY, CHRISTOPHER 

 MARSH, MICHAEL 

 JONES, JASON 

 MORROW, JOHN 

 NIX, LYNN 

 BULLION, MARIA 

 KNIGHT-STRICKLAND, 

MELISSA 

 WALKUSKI, JOHN 

 TRICARICO, DANIEL 

 SOLTIS, TONY 

 MUELLER, RONALD 

 WAGNER, MATTHEW 

 PATTON, JOHN 

 MARTINEZ, ELIZABETH 

 MORALES, HERNAN 

 PRICE, JUSTIN 

 RESTY, JOSEPH 

 NOVA, CESAR 

 STEFANINI, DAVID 

 CARTER, GLADYS 

 SCHWARTZ, JONATHAN 

 ALONSO, SHARON 

 EPEARDS, RUSSELL 

 STRALKO, ED 

 MYRIE, KADDEEM 

 NORDSTROM, JAMES 

 MITCHELL, RUTH 

 CAMBRIA, STEVEN 

 HUMPHREY, SUZANNE 

Next edition: 
April 28, 2017 

Have you checked out our Facebook page 
or looked at our Twitter account?  Why 
not?   It has timely information.  Traffic 
Enforcement locations, where to watch out 
and avoid for delays and accidents.  BOLOs, 
who to be on the lookout for….  The good 
news, and much more.   It is our own news.  
No false news here. lol 

  Red  Dot 
 
  Lock it Key chain program 
 
 Take Me Home 
 
 Project Lifesaver 
 
 Hearing impaired decal stickers 
 
 Register your bicycles 
 
 Register your golf carts 
 
 Citizens’ Police Academy 
 
 Juvenile Law Academy 
 
 Neighborhood Watch  
 
 Operation Medicine Cabinet 
 
 Donate your old cell phones 
 

Want to know more about 
 these programs?      

contact 
communityaffairs@ccso.org 

 

Programs 
Within CCSO 


