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July 29, 2016 

Employees and Volunteers Recognized with Awards 

LE Member of the Month 

Deputy Edward 

Trentacosta 

  

 

 

Support Services 

Member of the Month  

 Cathy Singleton 

CO Member of the Month 

CDFC Kevin Platz 

  

 This past June, Deputy Trentacosta  

responded to a disturbance on Starlite 

Lane, where neighbors could hear a  

female yelling for help.  After speaking 

with several neighbors, Deputy Trenta-

costa located an unidentified female in a 

tree.  She was hanging from a rope 

roughly 30 feet over the canal. Deputy 

Trentacosta noticed the rope was also 

wrapped around her right leg preventing 

her from completely asphyxiating.  

Charlotte County Fire/EMS and Lt.  

Waterhouse arrived on scene moments 

later and CCFD immediately began a 

rescue.  With Deputy Trentacosta and 

Lt. Waterhouse holding a ladder in 

place, the firemen attached a rope 

around the female and lowered her to the 

water.  During the rescue, the rope 

slipped off her leg, leaving her hanging 

by her neck and not breathing.  They 

removed her from the water and 

strapped her to a backboard.  Her breath-

ing was restored by the deputy.   CCFD 

transported her  to Bayfront,  then she 

was air flighted to Lee Memorial. She is 

expected to make a full recovery.  Both 

the Deputy and Lieutenant are to be  

recognized for their lifesaving actions. 

CDFC Kevin Platz is commended for 

his outstanding workmanship, for   

being a role model to others, for con-

tributing to and taking an active role in 

promoting Corrections Week 2016 and 

his continued commitment to the    

success of C-Squad and CCSO. During 

Corrections Week, CDFC Platz con-

tributed by purchasing and giving 

away several challenge coins to mem-

bers of C-Squad. Every night of     

Corrections Week he would e-mail out 

a trivia question about the history of 

the Detention Bureau to fellow squad 

members. The winner of the trivia 

question would then be awarded the 

challenge coin. This act was self-

initiated and a way for CDFC Platz to 

show appreciation for his co-workers. 

His efforts helped to generate a boost 

in moral amongst his co-workers that 

drew the team together, ultimately 

making the week a success. CDFC 

Platz is dependable and can always be 

counted on to accept any assignment 

with he is tasked. As a Field Training 

Officer, he models the Agency's core 

values to new employees and shares 

what is expected of them as a member 

of the Charlotte County Sheriff's    

Office, both on and off duty.     

Cathy Singleton decided to make Com-

munications her career when she start-

ed with the Charlotte County Sheriff's 

Office in 2001 as a Call Taker. While 

helping countless citizens over the 

phone it was noticed that Cathy had a 

passion for Emergency Medical Dis-

patch.  That passion led to her taking 

on additional duties of conducting 

Emergency Medical Dispatch Quality 

Assurance checks for Communications.  

She performs quality assurance checks 

on all the medical calls received by 

operators in dispatch.  She is diligent in 

her tasks to ensure that through quality 

assurance, the citizens of Charlotte 

County are receiving the best service 

possible.  She often sends out emails 

with helpful Emergency Medical Dis-

patch tips and answers any related 

questions that the operators might have.  

Cathy is a team player and is quick to 

assist with any task that is asked of her.  

Outside of work, Cathy is dedicated to 

her husband, Bob and their five adult 

children. Cathy looks forward to     

Fridays when she gets to spend quality 

time with her grandson Dallas.  
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July 29, 2016 

New Hires 

CCSO Star News 

Swearing in by Sheriff Prummell above: 

Jennifer Jones-Nuzum Corrections 

Clerk.  Left to right: Certified Road  

Patrol Deputies Seth Pelfrey, Andrew 

Schulte, and Brooke Dooley 

5 years of service 10 years of service 

5 years of service:  Brittany Henshaw 

 

10 years DFC Nicholas Leuthner 10 years: CPL Jacob Hawkins 

5 years of service:  BP3 aka/DFC Billy 

Prummell  

10 years of service 

10 years: DFC Russell Epeards 5 years of service:  DFC Sean Davoli,  
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July 29, 2016 

Explorers on the move 

CCSO Star News 

20 years of service 

Retirements 

Last month, six Explorers from       

Charlotte County Explorer Post #29 

were given the opportunity to attend the 

Explorer State Conference in Tallahas-

see.  The Explorers received hands-on 

training in domestic violence, crisis   

intervention, critical incident, deputy 

down,  building searching and firearms 

training.  The training scenarios and 

firearms instruction took place at the 

Florida Highway Patrol Academy in 

Havana, Florida.  The Explorers also 

were given demonstrations by the Leon 

County SWAT Team and the regional 

bomb squad.  While at the Conference, 

Deputy Barlow, Reserve Deputy       

Lupinetti, and Corporal Casteel found 

time in between the training to take the 

Explorers for a tour of the Florida     

Historic Capitol Museum.  The Explor-

ers also visited the Florida Law Enforce-

ment Memorial.  Under the supervision 

of Sgt. Catherine Stewart, the Juvenile 

Operations Unit takes great pride in the 

success of the Explorers.  This is just 

another way how the Juvenile Operation 

Unit is working with the youth to     

maintain good community relations and   

public safety.       

DFC Dan Cotton will face retirement 

with honor and integrity. In retirement, 

Dan plans to finish his degree, travel 

with Bobbie Jo, his wife of 31 years, 

fish, and go crabbing. Dan has a heart 

of gold and heart is what is required 

for success. Dan, we wish you contin-

ued success in the path that is before 

you, knowing you will navigate it well. 

We also expect you to stay in touch 

with your Charlotte County law en-

forcement family. 

Brian LaRussa, part-time Court Ser-

vices is going to try retirement one 

more time.   He retired from NYPD 

with 20 plus years of service.  His 

background includes Internal Affairs, 

Traffic, and Motors  before he came to 

CCSO.  Did you know he was a First 

Responder on 9/11?  Brian plans on 

playing more golf, do some traveling 

and spending time with his family.  

Enjoy. 

20 years of service: CPL. Keith DePersia and Lt. Rocco Casano  
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Put Project Lifesaver in the comment section each day, each site, giving 

Project Lifesaver a chance to win $5,000 the month of August 

 
https://www.facebook.com/HarborNissanPortCharlotte/ 

 https://www.facebook.com/HarborInsuranceQuote/ 

 https://www.facebook.com/AutoMarketplaceCars/ 

HARBOR NISSAN GIVES BACK  

AUGUST IS GOING TO BE OUR MONTH 

FOR PROJECT LIFESAVER FACE BOOK CONTEST 

Citizens’ Police  

Academy Openings 

Our next Citizens’ Police Academy will 

start Thursday Sept. 8 and continue 

through to Oct. 27th.  That’s 8 Thursday 

nights in a row.  It will be unique in the 

fact that 4 of the classes will be held at 

Village of Holiday Lakes Club House, 

7300 Loris Court, near 776 off of Gas-

parilla Road.   The other 4 nights we 

will be in Punta Gorda.   If you have any 

family or friends interested in CCSO 

either as a career, or just what it is we 

do, have them apply online at: 

 http://www.ccso.org/News/

citizenspoliceacademy.cfm   

 

 
 

CCSO Star News 

Somer Morris, daughter of CDFC 

Gena Smith, recently graduated from 

the Academy and hopes to attend 

FGCU in the Fall. 

Please meet Dakota Marie Moniz born 

June 22, 2016 weighing in at 7 pounds 

15 ounces.  She’s the daughter of CD 

Brittany Basler. 

Braelyn Tuck, daughter of DFC Billy 

Tuck, during a recent visit to the Dallas 

Shooting Memorial.   Her sign reads  

 

“#mydaddymatters  #ccso” 

Graduates 

Brianna Pifer, daughter of Andrea Pifer, 

dispatch supervisor and retired CCSO 

Cpl. Chris Pifer, proudly displays her 

graduation diploma from Charlotte 

High.    

Jordan Tyler Borst, grandson of retired 

CCSO employee Spring Kleyne,   

graduated from FAU last May with a 

Bachelor’s Degree in Urban and    

Regional Planning. 

Savannah Guyton officially became a 

member of the Guyton family on July 

25. Congratulations Det. Paul Guyton 

http://www.ccso.org/News/citizenspoliceacademy.cfm
http://www.ccso.org/News/citizenspoliceacademy.cfm
http://www.clipartkid.com/person-yelling-clipart-cliparthut-free-clipart-BsxAGA-clipart/
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Top Dog Contestants  

CCSO Star News 

Ginger Scopino 

Sapphire  Schafer 

Kovu Wrightsman 

Princeton Wrightsman 

Hoover Frey 

Rocky Rose 

Emma and Bo Thames  

Diesel Risi 

Dixie Dennis 

Daenerys De Fraioli 

Jasper Zimmerman 

 

Winner 
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Guinness Mills 

July 29, 2016 CCSO Star News 

Dunkin Mills 

Buddy Mulquin 

Tyson (forefront) and Gus Mulquin 

Ella and Ava Lewis 

Hailey Cruttenden 

Wesley Westrom 

Harley and Max DAntonio 

Cora and Cooper Miller 

Top Dog Contestants Continued 

Nader Casano 
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July 29, 2016 

Top Dog Contestants Continued 

CCSO Star News 

Dempsey Cornwell 

Fudge Gennette 

Hannah Martin 

Kable Wymer 

Tai (Shar pei) and Terra  

(mini Schnauzer) 

Kage Wymer 

Megan Rivera 

Lolita Matzicoff 
Lucy “The Goose” Lafley Gizmo Yeargin 
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July 29, 2016 

Bailey Zimmermann 

Maggie Zimmermann 

Sally Eubank 

Judy Zawacki 

CCSO Star News 
Top Dog Contestants Continued 

Copernicus Scott 

Dozer Treadway 

Kovach clan 

Mozart “Moe” Moskwa 

Walker Dawson Kovach  

Naeci  Shinner Ruby and Zircon Brunhuber 

Cats Rule …… 

 

 

 

 

Send us your photos of your kitty-

cat.  The owner of the cutest cat 

will receive a $25 gift certificate 

to Burnt Store Grill.   

Deadline is August 16th. 

 

 

Communityaffairs@ccso.org 

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwis4MaK6sDNAhWBdR4KHe1qB_cQjRwIBw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.clipartqueen.com%2Fcat-clip-art.html&psig=AFQjCNH-3FaZXDB1b_q0EXQ8P_4ibopmfA&ust=1466863348108324
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July 29, 2016 CCSO Star News 

When Jack talks about his work with the 

Volunteer Service Unit, he emphasizes 

the good feeling of being appreciated.  

“A ‘thank you’ from a deputy means the 

world to us.  It can say that we allowed 

the deputy to do something that he or 

she might have been unable to do.”  That 

opportunity comes alive for Jack as he 

observes and reports both on the water 

and on the road.  As part of the Civilian 

Observation Patrol, he helps out with  

abandoned vehicles and assists deputies 

at accidents.  “They can be put into very 

difficult and dangerous situations at an 

accident scene, and I feel that we, as 

volunteers, can put a safety net around 

them as they work,” Jack comments.  As 

part of the Volunteer Marine Patrol, his 

work parallels that of a C.O.P. driver 

along with helping in water events such 

as the recent Freedom Swim on July 4th.  

“We were out there ensuring swimmer 

safety,” he recalls.  “two or three became 

tired.  We put them in the boat for 

transport to Fisherman’s Village.  

Things like that are routine.”  How did 

Jack get started volunteering about a 

year and a half ago?  “I really can’t say.  

It could have been as simple as a visit to 

a district office.   Sgt. Burnett does a 

great job of instilling a feeling of self 

worth in us. 

 

Volunteer of the Month 

Jack Mehl 

Volunteers’ Corner 

Melody Shinner was featured in an 

online blog posted at Saint Leo College: 

Melody is a criminalistics technician for 

Charlotte County Sheriffs Office, Punta 

Gorda.  She locates, documents, exam-

ines and identifies evidentiary items for 

criminal investigations.  She also testi-

fies in court based on the evidence she 

has helped process.  One of Melody’s 

favorite aspects of her job is examining 

latent prints that are collected directly 

from a crime scene or from items of 

evidence.  She says the prints are typi-

cally the first piece of evidence detec-

tives or investigators use as they are 

identifying suspects.  She also detects, 

documents and collects trace evidence 

such as hair, fibers, biological and mis-

cellaneous impressions from crime 

scenes and through autopsies.  As cases 

head to court, Melody is there to collect 

fingerprints or testify in regard to the 

evidence that was processed or exami-

nations that were completed and result-

ed in identifying a suspect.  Melody 

received an Associate Degree in Medi-

cal Laboratory Technology from the 

University of Montana in 2000.  A few 

years later, she enrolled in criminal  

justice classes at a state college in 

Southwest Florida where she earned a 

second Associate Degree in Criminal 

Justice in 2008.  She started volunteer-

ing at the Charlotte County Sheriff’s 

Office and she then entered the police 

academy.  In 2014, she completed her 

Bachelor’s Degree at Saint Leo. ”Once I 

finished the academy, I received a posi-

tion at the Sheriff’s Office as a deputy 

and worked in the field for a couple of 

years until a position in forensics be-

came available,” she says.  Melody is 

working towards a Master’s Degree in 

Criminal Justice at Saint Leo. 

Left to right: Sgt. Shaun Lissow, CPL 

C. Mark Crissinger, Sgt. Gregory    

Kalosis, Sgt. Diane Young,  Det,.    

Ernest Boss, Director Tony Farah and 

CDFC Daniel Marbes 

In June members of the CCSO Crisis 

Negotiation Team attended the Florida 

Association of Hostage Negotiator's 

(FAHN) annual training conference.  

FAHN is an association of law       

enforcement, mental health, criminal 

justice and corrections professionals, 

which is over 800 members strong.  

Crisis negotiators are an elite group of 

individuals with a vast amount of   

experience, skills and  knowledge. 

Conflict resolution is critical in the 

types of events that require the use of 

tactical and negotiation teams. Keep-

ing current with the skills necessary to 

effectively deal with these types of 

situations will assist the skilled negoti-

ator in bringing about a successful 

resolution. The Crisis Negotiation 

Team received training in: negotiating 

with individuals with autism, negotiat-

ing with individuals in elevated posi-

tions (bridges/ billboards), intelligence 

gathering through social media,     

handling citizen journalist encounters 

and negotiating in a correctional envi-

ronment, among many other topics.   

 

Good news 

SAVE THE DATE: 

5K RUN FOR THE ANIMALS 

Saturday, October 29, 2016 

Charlotte Sports Park 

 Register and sign-in 7 am 

Run/Walk starts at 8 am 

Info:        Visit Durtiming.com 

Or call Dale Phillips at  

941-258-3900 
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Next edition: 
August  26, 2016 

      CCSO August Birthdays 

Congratulations to Lt. Jill McBee for 

her recent graduation from St. Leo  

University's Command Officer School.  

Jill started her career with the Charlotte 

County Sheriff's Office in 1996 and has 

provided exceptional service in several 

capacities since then.  Among them 

have been Road Patrol Deputy, School 

Resource Officer, Community Policing 

Corporal, Juvenile Operations Sergeant, 

Watch Commander, District Command-

er and Intelligence Section Command-

er.  Those who know Jill understand 

how passionate she is about being a law 

enforcement officer and a leader in her 

profession.  She genuinely cares about 

her people and pushes them to be the 

best they can be.  Jill has invested    

herself in this agency and our commu-

nity and has used her knowledge and 

experience to better this agency in so 

many ways.  As a certified instructor, 

she trained school resource officers for 

5 years throughout the State of Florida.  

She has been a respected member on 

the boards of several committees, to 

include the Charlotte County Homeless 

Coalition, Drug Free Charlotte, and 

Gulf Coast Partnership.  She holds a 

Bachelor of Psychology and History 

from Florida Southern College and a 

Master’s degree in Public Administra-

tion from Florida Gulf Coast Universi-

ty.  Jill has implemented programs such 

as Shop with a Cop, the agency’s     

Mobile Field Force and Emergency   

1 Mesa, Osvaldo  

 Zimmermann, Ann  

2 Underwood, Paul  

 White, Ryan  

3 Peacock, Ana  

4 Ellsworth, Rhonda  

 Wedgewood, Me-

gan  

 Zamora, Michael  

5 Alexin, Bethann  

 Geyer, Brian  

 Gordon, Bruce  

 Treworgy, Justin  

 Tuck, Robert  

6 Francis, Jason  

7 Broome, James 

 Casarella, Michael  

 Lafrantz, Jeanne 

 Zucosky, David  

11 Cheng, Melissa  

 Knopick, Timothy  

 Pressley, Ronnie L 

13 Westlake, John  

14 Lacoste, Michaela 

 LeBlanc, Denise  

 Mohlmaster, Kary  

15 Carter, Tabbatha  

 Mackey, John  

16 Mancilla, Richard  

 Miller, Theresa  

17 Handley, Alison  

 Simon, Melissa  

Response Team, and many other      

programs to meet both agency and com-

munity needs.  Jill currently serves on 

the Gulf Coast Partnership Board col-

laborating on their 10-Year Plan to Pre-

vent and End Homelessness.   Jill's   

current assignment is Intelligence Sec-

tion Commander.  In this capacity, she 

has put into practice several modifica-

tions to improve the effectiveness and 

efficiency of the Sheriff's Office.  She 

continues to provide professional leader-

ship and a spirit of innovation toward 

developing and implementing an intelli-

gence-led policing model.  We are 

proud of her accomplishments and look 

forward to her continued success and 

valuable contributions to the agency and 

the community. 

CCSO Star News 

Wesely Baltimore, son of Lt. Jill McBee 

and DFC Kevin Baltimore.  Father and 

son are all smiles at his swearing in  

ceremony as a Fireman/EMT with    

Sarasota Co. Fire   Department. 

Want to receive the CCSO Star 

News by email?  Send your request 

with your email address to:  

CommunityAffairs@ccso.org  

 

We will add you to the distribution 

list!  Send your good news to us at 

CommunityAffairs@ccso.org  
 

July 29, 2016 

Congratulations 

Hard Workers 

Participants in a Habitat for Humani-

ty project are: Bill Buchinsky, Chad 

Fox, John Westlake, Don Woelke, 

Kevin Connolly, Ken  Brese, Doug 

Coleman and Aaron  Williams.  You 

make us proud. 

 AUGUST 

18 Whitworth, Jannie  

19 Burnette, Hurley  

 Hall, Sharon  

 Schmidt, Christine  

 Swab, Frances  

20 Osinga, Joseph  

21 Gay, Angela  

 Knapp, Eric  

22 Mengel, Darlene 

 Pagliaro, Nancy  

 Russell, Vanessa  

23 Gorman, Thomas 

 Maler, Christopher  

 Mcaleer, Lorraine  

24 Bailey, Melanie  

 Cignarale, Paul  

 McGrain, John 

 Mills, John  

 Mossholder, David 

 Scott, Joseph  

25 Bulczak, James  

 Hardgrove, Robert  

26 Forbus, Cody  

 Witt, Justin 

27 Griffin, Sean  

28 Doppelbauer, Jorg 

 White, John  

29 Johnston, Kimberly  

 Traniello, Philip  

31 Susko, Brian  

 Walsh, Thomas 


