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November 26, 2014 

2014 Third Quarter Awards Luncheon 

CDFC Celeste Cameron is currently assigned to the 
Bureau of Detention as an Intake Officer. She has 
been utilized for recruiting purposes as well as 
field training fellow staff. During this quarter, CDFC 
Cameron was commended for assisting the training 
of various Housing Staff on the medical operations 
post. She was also assigned to assist in the training 
of a new Intake Officer on her shift.  CDFC 
Cameron accepted both tasks without hesitation. 
Through her mentorship she was able to expose 
members to tools and additional information they 
had not previous had, ensuring that they were 
successful in their future assignment. In August, 
Celeste was commended by both Housing and 
Intake Supervisors for being a team player, as she 
maintains a positive attitude and willingness to 
work in any position needed throughout the facility. 
CDFC Cameron was also further commended by 
the Accreditation Mock-PREA Inspector for her 
ability to accurately respond to all questions asked 
about PREA policy and procedures. 
 
CDFC Cameron is a dedicated employee that 
continually demonstrates an impeccable work ethic, 
solid performance, displays a willingness to help 
fellow officers at all times, and has an enduring 
passion for her work.  CDFC Cameron prides 
herself on completing every task efficiently and 
accurately; and provides supervisors suggestions to 
enhance current procedures. She is a team player 
that presents a positive role model for his fellow 
officers to emulate. 
 
 

On September 6, Clerk Vanessa Russell received a 
phone call from a lady in Cape Coral who said her 
juvenile daughter had been reported as a runaway 
several days earlier and she was trying to locate 
her. The mother said her daughter had posted on 
Facebook about coming to Punta Gorda to bail out 
a friend that had been arrested for "stealing 
berries". The mother said the man was suspected of 
violating an injunction for protection that she 
(mother) had put in place due to the daughter 
leaving with him for several days at a time.   

 
With the mother on the phone she narrowed down 
the possible inmates for whom the girl might be 
posting a bond. She got the girl’s physical 
description, adult male's name and other 
information that might help locate the missing girl.  

 
Later that evening, Clerk Russell received a call 
from a bondsman and she learned that the people 
paying the bond would be accompanying the 
bondsman to the jail. She notified dispatch and 
road deputies were sent to the jail.   When the 
people arrived in the parking lot, road patrol 
quickly moved in and the missing juvenile was taken 
into custody to be returned to her mother. The man 
was arrested for violation of an injunction and a 
second juvenile was arrested for violation of 
probation.  

 
Clerk Russell went above and beyond her normal 
everyday duties and took the time to assist a 
citizen concerned for the wellbeing of her 
daughter.  

Deputy Cody Forbus has been employed with the 
Charlotte County Sheriff’s Office for just over a 
year.  Deputy Forbus is a very enthusiastic officer 
and is eager to learn.  He takes pride in his work 
and is continuously looking to rid our streets of 
narcotics.   

 
Over the last 2 ½ months he has produced a high 
level of self-initiated activity. Deputy Forbus 
actively educates the public while he conducts 
speed enforcement, surveillance on Tip Houses, and 
gathers important narcotic related information 
concerning Intelligence Led Policing (ILP) Initiatives.   
 
His self-initiated activity has been of the highest 
quality, not only for District 1, but he also leads the 
way for each District as well, having the highest 
number of arrests (including Narcotic), traffic stops, 
warnings, and citations.  

 
Deputy Forbus’ enthusiasm and passion has 
motivated others within the district.  He keeps in 
contact with the Narcotics and Intelligence Units to 
pass on any information gathered throughout his 
shift.   
 
As a result of one of his recent arrests, he was able 
to gain numerous names and addresses of potential 
drug dealers.  This provided the Narcotics Unit with 
very valuable information.    
 
He has the upmost Integrity, Professionalism, and 
Trust, and is not only respected by the citizens of 
Charlotte County, but by his peers as well.   

LEO of the 3rd Quarter 
Deputy Cody Forbus 

CO of the 3rd Quarter 
CDFC Celeste Cameron 

Civilian of the 3rd Quarter 
Vanessa Russell 

Citizen Award:  Brenda Hebden and Danielle Matter 

On July 21, a 911 call was received from Brenda Hebden from the Englewood 
Health Care. She stated that co-worker Danielle Matter was on the phone with a 
male caller who said he had no reason to live and wanted information about 
their facility.  Danielle was able to get the caller’s first name; the phone number 
was displayed on her caller ID.  A reverse 911 look up resulted in an address 
and a first name that matched the caller’s.  While deputies responded, Danielle 
kept the caller on the phone and Brenda relayed instructions to Danielle.  When 

deputies arrived at the address, the caller was still on the phone with Danielle.  
The caller was taken to a facility for treatment without incident.  
 
Brenda and Danielle’s quick actions and ability to obtain the information from 
the caller and relay it to Communications, enabled a positive outcome. 
 
Brenda and Danielle were unable to attend the luncheon to receive their award. 
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Want to receive the CCSO Star News by 

email?   
 

Send your request with your email ad-
dress to:  debbie.bowe@ccso.org 

 
We will add you to the distribution list! 

Years of Service, Promotions and Retirement 

10 Years of Service 

Communications Operator Maureen Poisson was 
presented with her certificate for 15 years of 
dedicated service with the Sheriff’s Office by 
Sheriff Prummell at the services on Monday 
November 10. 

Lead Aviation Mechanic 

DFC Ralph Soberay received his 30 year flag 
from Sheriff Prummell at the Awards Luncheon on 
November 7.  The CCSO Honor Guard raised a 
special flag above the Sheriff’s Office 
headquarters building in early October and then 
ceremoniously lowered and folded it for use in the 
special case.  During DFC Soberay’s time with 
CCSO, he has served on road patrol, Narcotics, 
Fugitive Apprehension Unit and currently serves as 
a bailiff.   

15 Years of Service 

Frank Mackall was officially recognized for his 
promotion to Lead Air Support Mechanic by 
Sheriff Prummell at the November 10 ceremonies. 

Sheriff Prummell presented Communications 
Operator Richard Gill with his 10 years of service 
certificate for his dedicated service. 

Dynamics of Supervision 

Graduation 

SGT Diane Young, CPL Aron Doyle, Sharon 
Brunhuber and Brian Pena graduated recently 
from FGCU’s Dynamics of Supervision I course.   
Also pictured are Sheriff Prummel, the course 
instructor Charles Brox Jr. (kneeling) and FGCU 
Executive Director of Continuing Education Dr. Paul 
Thornton.  The course is six weeks long and 
provides training on the various aspects of 
supervision.  Congratulations to the graduates. 

30 Years of Service 
DFC Ralph Soberay 

The Adorn Avenue Neighborhood Watch 
recognized Community Policing Officer DFC Bill 
Miller at their October 28 meeting by presenting 
him with the Adorn Avenue Community Service 
Award.  Pictured are Terry Gilford, Valerie 
VanValen, Jane Ruege, DFC Miller and MaryAnn 
Bosco as they also presented Miller with a 
birthday present from the group.    Like all of the 
CCSO Community Policing Officers, DFC Miller is 
very involved with the neighborhood watch groups 
in his area. 

Miller Recognized by 

Neighborhood Watch 

CDFC Melissa Egan came in on Friday November 
21 to get her certificate for 10 years of dedicated 
service to the Sheriff’s Office from Sheriff 
Prummell.   

CDFC Martin Sochor will be retiring from CCSO in 
early December after more than nine years with 
the agency.  Sheriff Prummell presented him with 
his retirement credentials.  CDFC Sochor took the 
time to express his thanks to his CCSO Family for 
the caring and support shown to him during his time 
here.  Good luck in your retirement! 

Sochor Retires 
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Squad C Comes Together for Classy Photo Clemens Signs with UF 

Detention Squad C wanted to get a group photo, so everyone agreed to come in a little early, all dressed up 
in their Class A’s.  Despite the rather windy day, the uniform hats stayed on long enough to get the ‘classy’ 
group shot.   

Inmate Flower Program 

Beautifies BMX Track 

In preparation for an upcoming National BMX 
Qualifying Race, the Inmate Flower Program 
recently donated more than 21 plants and trees to 
help beautify the BMX Track in Punta Gorda.  The 
inmates also helped with mowing the track.  
Pictured are Amanda Carr and John Baniak, who 
volunteers to help with landscaping and the 
sprinkler system, as they picked up the plants. 

SGT Scott Clemens’ family shared the celebration 
with daughter Brooke on November 12 when she 
officially signed to become a member of University 
of Florida’s softball team.  Brooke has been play-
ing softball since she was 8 years old and has 
played all around the country.  She is currently a 
senior at Lemon Bay High School where she plays 
as the catcher.  Brooke is known for her hitting 
ability, with more than 40 career homeruns.  Scott 
said she was recruited by many big D-1 colleges, 
but she chose to play for the defending National 
Champion Florida Gators.  Congratulations to 
Brooke and to SGT Clemens! 

Chandler—Croker 

Engagement 

When Communications Operator Matthew 
Chandler became engaged to  Cassandra Croker 
on November 8 at Ponce de Leon Park, it took a 
lot of planning and required the assistance of 
about 30 people that he recruited to help him with 
his ‘event’ to pop the question.  He wanted to 
thank all those who came out to help him make that 
day so special.  The wedding is planned for 
November 2016. 

Genie Baltimore, daughter  of Lt. Jill McBee, Lt. 
Ken Roguska and DFC Kevin Baltimore and his 
wife Robin, was married to Warrant Scoggin on 
October 25 in Fayetteville NC at Cape Fear 
Botanical Gardens.  Congrats, Genie and Warren! 

Baltimore-Scoggin  

Wedding 

Lookout for Segway 

Training in Progress! 

“Mini” Officer  

On the Job 

D i s t r i c t  4 
Commander LT 
Keri DeHart was 
scheduled to help 
escort a group of 
children on an 
organized trick or 
treating event on 
Halloween and, 
rather than run 
from street corner 
to street corner, 
she opted to learn 
how to properly 
use the Sheriff’s 
Office’s Segway.  
We are happy to 
report that both 
LT DeHart and the 
p h o t o g r a p h e r 
came through with 
flying colors. 

Detective Teresa 
Roman  brought her 
son, Cameron Mings, 
in for a visit on 
Halloween.  He 
natura l ly  came 
decked out in a 
pol ice officer’s 
uniform—Detective 
Roman’s  own Mini-
Me! 
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1     Angel, Ashley 
     Poisson, Maureen D 
     Sarver, Scott A 
2    Kearney, 
Christopher 
     Skupien, Kenneth 
3     Farrands, Jonathan 
     Mazzoni, Colby J 
4     Massey, Jerry L 
5     Combs, Leamon 
6    Cruttenden, Kenneth 
     Headley, Trisha M 
     Rose, Gerald W 
     Wharton, Daniel A 
7     Guyton, Paul H 
     Pardal, Beth S 
     Raitto, Jessica A 
     Ray, Patricia 
8     Davis, Pearl 
9     Buchinsky, William 
     Combs, Bradley W 
     Gandy, Michael W 
     Holden, Lance D 
     Jones, Jaime L 
     Marraway, Paul 
10 Reid, Kennara S 
11 Smith, John M 
     Thomas, Patricia A 
12 Dragon, James A 
     Nardi, Anthony D 

14 Enos, Jay D 
     Raney, Michael D 
     Stewart, John M 
15 Gensimore, David P 
     Lorczak, Lawrence 
     Steht, Robert J 
     Turner, Roger L 
17 Hartmanstorfer, 
Holly 
     Nodarse, Joshua V 
18 Hartmanstorfer, 
Christopher 
     Magill, Roger 
20 Osweiler, David J 
21 Cooper, Roy W 
22 Saffaras, Celina L 
    Tissot, Christopher A 
23 Heffley, Kimberley 
     Mills, John F 
     Mock, Stephen 
24 Houghton, William Y 
     Pagan, Irma 
25 Perea, Melissa D 
26 Cornwell, Beverly G 
     Kromka, Steven C 
27 Teston, Philip C 
29 Lupinetti, Heather A 
30 Fout, Robert L 
     Mann, Tyler L 
31 Henshaw, Brittany L 

CCSO December Birthdays 

DFC Jerome “Jerry” Libby and I have 
worked together for over 11 years in 
various capacities throughout our careers. 
Normally, I would be confident to say I 
know him very well, considering the amount 
of time and experiences we have shared. 
However, I learned very quickly over the 
Halloween weekend that time in itself, does 
not necessarily reveal everything about a 
person.  
 
Jerry called me and asked if he could 
deliver something to my residence. I said 
sure, as long as it’s not breathing…. Of 
course, this was joke since, I have some property 
with cattle, dogs, a cat, chickens and I can’t forget 
the goose! Jerry assured me it was nothing 
breathing. So, on Sunday November 2, he called 
and said he would be there within the next 30 
minutes.  
 
Coincidentally, 
about this same 
time, I was 
having  a slight 
issue with a new 
born calf that 
h a d  g o t t e n 
through my fence 
onto somebody else’s property.  Knowing the calf 

The “Real” Jerome Libby Surprises Colonel Rodgers 

would die if we did not bring it back, Jennifer and 
I went on what we thought was going to be a short 
trip to catch this elusive 70 pound bull calf.  No 
such luck! This calf went through four fences, 
unsure how many different properties and 
finally I think he felt guilty and allowed us to 
catch him. I know I was almost literally on my last 
leg.  
 

In the meantime, Jerry made it to our house and 

saw some of the activities as they played out. 

Jennifer and I were a quite a distance from our 

house carrying this calf when Jerry came with his 

(really his wife’s) Lexis SUV.  

He said we could put this calf in the back of his 

Lexis but I just wasn’t sold on the idea, 

particularly if something went wrong. 

Especially looking at everything that had just 

happened, I was very skeptical. Nevertheless, 

we loaded up and were successful getting the 

calf back to its mother. 

When we made it back to the house, Jerry 

showed me the gift he was so eager to deliver. 

It was a handmade wooden swing for two, 

crafted by none other than Jerome Libby 

himself.  

Jerry said, “Tom, I make one of these a year 

for a person that has touched my life in some form 

or fashion. As I build the swing, I think of the 

person and make the swing unique to them. None 

are the same. Tom, this one was made specifically 

for you and was constructed while thinking of you 

and how you’ve touched my life.”  

Sunday, I met the real Jerome Libby, the one I 

thought I knew after all these years. He has 

created a memory I will never forget for the rest 

of my life.  

Jerry, thanks for being an inspiration and for 

being such a great person. I look forward to 

serving with you well into the future! 

By Colonel Tom Rodgers 

EAF Golf Outing a Success 

The Employee Assistance Fund held its 1st Annual 
Glow Ball Golf Tournament on November 1st.  The 
Tournament was held at the Cove in Englewood 
and was a huge success.  There were 66 people 
signed up to participate with a total of 17 teams.   
 
The event registration started at 6:30 pm and 
after registering, pizza and wings, donated by 
Dominos, Uncle Nicks Pizza and Publix were 
provided.  After dinner the players were informed 
of the rules, while some listened to the rules of 
“best ball” others were busy watching the football 
game. The players were directed to their holes 
courtesy of Sgt. Williams to start off the 
tournament.   
 
This was an 18-hole tournament with 9 lighted 
holes and 9 holes that were played in complete 
darkness.  Some players decided to ditch their 
glow balls early on and thought finding their golf 
balls with their cell phone flashlights would be 
more fun.   
 

Prizes were awarded to the first, second and third 
place teams, courtesy of Kingsway Golf Course, 
Deep Creek Golf Course and Port Charlotte Golf 
Course respectively.    
 

The EAF committee would like to thank everyone 

for coming out and braving the unusually cold 

weather to support a great cause.  The Employee 

Assistance Fund is available to help fellow 

employees who may be facing hardships - “Family 

Helping Family”.  

Please visit their website at www.ccsoeaf.org if 

you would like to make a one-time donation, 

weekly donations with a payroll deduction or you 

may need assistance. The form can be found either 

in online forms under finance or on their website.  

Also on the website you will find more information 

about EAF and read testimonials from families that 

have benefited from your donations. 

By Jennifer Rodgers 


